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PREFACE. 



Each year of the War has deepened in intereat, 
because the issues of the struggle have been seen 
to be more and more momentous. The questions 
that absorbed the public mind in the contest have 
given place to others of greater magnitude, and of 
more importance to the welfare of our country. 
The first sacrifices that were made to defend the 
nation's honor and life have been followed by 
sacrifices that are well-nigh appalling to contem- 
plate. The first battles in the contest have dwindled 
away into comparative insignificance, because of the 
far more sanguinary encounters that have since oc» 
curred. There never was such a war before : we 
hope there never may be again. 

This volume of the ** Youth's History of the 

Rebellion'' conducts the reader through the third 
* 

jesLT. The height of desperation and recklessness was 
reached by the Bebels in this period ; and a corre- 
sponding degree of courage, patriotism, and devo- 
tion to the country, was attained by the loyal 
army. 



Tl PREFACE. 

In this Tolume wQI be found examples of heroism, 
jMtriotism, milltaij genius and skiUi as well as of 
self-sacrifice and suffering for the nation, tliat can 
scarcely be paralleled bj any facts fix>m the history 
of other countries. The author commends them 
to the careful attention of the young, in order to 
quicken their devotion to their native land, for 
which so much precious blood has been shed. If 
the fiithers thus make sacrifices and suffer for ^ the 
dear old flag,** surely their children should highly 
Talue it, and prove themselves worthy of it by 
noble virtues. 

In continuing the story of the Rebellion through 
this third volume, the same plan has been observed 
as was followed in the preparation of the first two 
volumes. The kind welcome which the public has 
given to the work thus far has greatly encouraged 
the author in continuing the History. May this 
third volume of the series bo no less fortunate than 
its predecessors in the number and cordiality of its 
fioends. 

W. A. T. 
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BATTLE OF CHAKCELLOBSVILLE. 

•• piHANCELLORSVILLE is one of the battles 
\J that will be remembered," remarked Uncle 
William. 

^ I saw tlie name on one of the tattered flags in 
the procession on the Fourth of July/' said Charliei 
interrupting. 

**Man7 brave men fell in that fearful strugglci'' 
resumed Uncle William. ^ It was an unfortunate 
affair for our cause ; and many lojal hearts were sad- 
dened by the Federal disaster there. It was on the 
twenty-seventh day of April, 1863, that our army, 
under the command of Gen. Hooker, broke up 
the encampment at Falmouth, where they had been 
six months^ not supposing they should return. On 
the following morning, an order was read to die army 

from Gen. Hooker, announcmg an expected battle, 
VOL. ziz. 2 [^7] 
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18 mSTOET OF THE REBELLION. 

and promising a speedy and glorious victory. The 
men cheered lustily, after it was read, and were wide 
awake for the contest.'' 

** How large a place is Chancdlorsville ? ** inquired 
Henry. 

"It can hardly be called ajtlace^*' answered Undo 

William, smiling. * Chancellorsville is the name of 
a family estatie. In Virginia, the old, aristocratic 
families gave the family name to their estates, from 
generation to generation', with the sufBx of a daU^ • 
Zy, or zille. Such was Chancellorsville, where the 
proud and affluent Chancellors lived many years. It*-*^ 
consisted of a large brick building, in which the fam- 
ily dwelt, surrounded with negro-cabins and cooking- 
bouses. The mansion was built in the style of the 
last century, and was of very plain appearance. 
Gen. Hooker's main force occupied a field in front 
of the Chancellor House. 

**The battle commenced on the second day of May. 
Gen. Hooker intended to await the attack of the ene- 
my, instead of leading an attack. He knew that the 
Bebel general must attack, or retreat at once; so 
he decided to let the foe exhaust himself by an ad- 
vance movement, and then fall upon him with fresh 
troops, and capture or destroy him." 
. **Why was not that a good plan?" inquired 
Charlie. 

^ It was, so far as I can sec." 

^ Why, then, was Gen. Hooker blamed ? ** 

^Because he lost the battle. People do not al- 
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• * 

ways stop to learn the catise of fiulures before they 
form their opinions. 

^ On the first day of the fight, a serious disaster 
occurred to the Eleventh Corps, under the com- 
mand of the brave Gen. Howard. Tiiis corps was 
composed chiefly of German regiments, and Gen. 
Howard had been in command of it only a few days. 
Gen. Jackson massed fifty thousand Kebel troops, 
and fell upon the right of Hooker's army, with the 
design of crushing it outright. As they poured 
through the woods, and down the hill, yelling like 
so many fiends, a panic seized the German regiments, 
and they turned and fied, infantry and artillery. 
Gen. Howard begged and entreated them to stand, 
and fight or die ; but his words had no efiect to stop 
their flight. 

^Gen. Sickles beheld the disaster, and he hast- 
ened to check die stampede. Towards Chancellors- 
ville there was a stone wall, where he conceived the 
retreat might be stopped. He hastened thither, and 
threatened to use the sword and musket against the 
panic-stricken men, if they did not halt. He suc- 
ceeded in checking the flight of tlie artillery; but 
the infantry scampered over the wall, and through the 
woods, like so many frightened sheep. Capt. Best, 
chief of artillciy to Sickles's corps, speedily turned 
the guns and brought them into position. Gen. 
Hooker was at his headquarters at Chanccllorsville 
when he heard of the panic. He leaped into the 
saddle hurriedly, and oi*dered forward Gen. Berry's 
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famous command to meet the foe. With great 
celerity Berry's division moved into position, and 
there they stood to receive the approaching enemy. 
Capt. Best had forty guns in readiness to pour death 
into the Rebel lines. 

** They did not have to wait long. Jackson's army 
rushed forward with yells, and were greeted by shells 
and canister from the whole artillery force. It was 
a terrific fire right into their faces, before which 
hundreds of them fell to rise no more. The Rebel 
column wavered for a moment, but soon rallied ; and 
again and again dashed against Gen. Berry's veteran — - 
' division, which, however, stood firm as a rock. 
The Union artilleiy poured its awful fire into the 
enemy at the rate of a hundred guns a minute, until 
they fell back dismayed, leaving the ground covered * 
with the dead and dying.. 

*In the night. Generals Whipple, Berry, and Bir- 
ney advanced, and recovered a portion of the ground 
lost; and this enabled Gen. Hooker to reform his 
line for the fiercer contest of Sunday. 

"At half-past five o'clock on Sunday morning, 
JackBon*8 oonunand advanced with desperation to 
break our lines. It was a tremendous shock ; but 
onr gallant army met it with becoming fortitude. 
Forty pieces of artillery poured death into the ranks 
of the Rebels. They were cut down by hundreds ; 
and still they advanced, filling up the terrible gaps, 
as if resolved to conquer or perish. They even 
rushed up to the muzzles of the cannon, where 
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manj wei*e blown to pieces. At length Gen. Sickles 
was driven back. 

** The battle of the morning ceased at eleven o'clock. 
In the afternoon, howeveri the foe made another at* 
tacky which was met with firm resistance. He gained 
some ground, but was obliged to retire from the field 
at night. At Fredericksburg, another part of the 
battle-field, the foe lost the day, and Gen. Sedgwick 
carried the heights. It was supposed that the enemj 
lost twenty thousand in killed and wounded on that 
day. Gen. Hooker did not lose more than half that 
number. 

** Gen. Hooker resolved to fall upon Lee's army 
on Monday morning with all his reserved force, 
if,"* in the meantime, he heard from Gen. Stone- 
man, who was off upon a raid, to cut the Rebel com- 
munications with Richmond. 

^Monday morning came, and Lee sent a heavy 
force against Sedgwick, and drove him from the 
heights of Fredericksburg; so that what the latter 
gained on Sunday, he lost on Monday morning. 
Still Gen. Hooker hesitated to fall upon Lee, as he 
resolved to do on the night before. The news from 
Stoneman was not favorable to his plan." 

** Was that the time that Gen. Stoneman went so . 
near to Richmond on a raid ? ** inquired Charlie. 

^ Yes ; he executed one of the most important and 
hazardous raids of the war: he went within two 
miles of the corporate limits of Richmond; three 
miles nearer than M'Clellan went when he invested 
the city.** 
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**And took all the people bj surprisei PU war- 
ranty^ added Charlie. 

*0f course he did. Thej scaroelj thought that 
Yankees could be so brave and impudent as to dash 
along at that rate. On their approach to settlementSi 
the people at first supposed they were Bcbel cavahy ; 
and thej could scarcely believe their eyes, when they 
beheld the Federal uniform. Their approach to 
Columbia was heralded by a Bcbel on horseback, 
who dashed into the place, shouting, * The Yankees 
are coming I ' 

***Shut up your head/ exclaimed a citizen : *it is 
impossible;' and he threw dirt in the face of the 
messenger. Others threatened to lynch him if he 
took this way to terrify the people. They Had 
scarcely concluded the parley with the Kebel courier, 
when Stoneman^s cavalry dashed into the place, 
thereby removing all doubts.'* 

^That was capital,*^ exclaimed Marcus. 

** Yankee bravery set them to thinking, I guess,** 
said Charlie. 

** And trepibling too," added Ella. 

**Yes; and planters living a short distance from 
the scene of action would not believe the reports 
about the Federal cavalry. One of them heard that 
the Yankees were at Columbia ; and he rode thither 
with a servant in order to satisfy himself. Tho 
servant took the opportunity to ride into oiir lines, 
while his master turned his fleet horse homewardi 
and galloped away at full speed. 
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**Gen. Stoncman started upon this raid on tho 
29th of April, and he was gone nine days. His 
force did not exceed five thousand men. He disabled 
every line of communication between the Rappahan- 
nock and Richmond, and the canal through which 
more than one-half of the supplies for the Rebel army 
were received. It was supposed, that neither line 
of communication that was broken could be repaired 
within a less time than four weeks. He visited ten 
counties and twenty-five towns, destroyed several 
millions of dollars' worth of property, obstructed 
travel on the main roads by destroying all the bridges, 
captured more than three hundred horses and mules, 
liberated one hundred and fifty slaves, captured be- 
tween two and three hundred prisoners ; and it was 
all accomplished with the loss of less than one 
hundred men.'* 

^ Why, then, was not the raid favorable to Gen. 
Hooker's plans ? ** inquired Charlie. 

^It was, if Gen. Hooker had learned the exact 
facts on Monday, May 4. He would not have hesi- 
tated to fiill upon Lee, if he had known that all the 
communications with the Rebel capital were cut. 
That was the very thing for which he was waiting, 
in order to annihilate Lee's army. 

** Gen. Lee was encouraged by the failure of 
Sedgwick to hold the Fredericksburg heights; and 
this strengthened his army like a re-enforcement 
of several thousand fresh troops. On the other hand. 
Gen. Hooker was disheartened by not hearing the 
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good news for which he was looking from Stonemon, 
iu well as bj the rapid rise of the Bappahannock in 
his rear. If his army should meet with disaster, 
when the river was so swollen as to prevent the re- 
crossing of his troops, the consequences would prove 
fatal to our cause. In these circumstances^ Gen. 
Hooker dedded to withdraw his forces on Tuesday 
night, ax^ recross the Bappahannock. It was sup- 
posed, afterwards, that Lee's army retreated at die 
same time that Hooker's did. It is certain, that the 
endnj was seriously* damaged ; and a few more such 
affidrs as that of Chancellorsville would have carried 
dismay through the Confederacy." 

• * I thought it was much worse for our cause than 
that," said Charlie. 

^That is because so much complaint was made 
against Gen. Hooker. People were anticipating a 
great victory, so that they could scarcely consent to 
a defeat. It was a serious /allure^ however, to ac- 
complish important designs. 

** But I must give you a few facts, connected with 
tHe battle of Chancellorsville, that have not appeared 
uk this narrative. 

* When the battle was raging with great fury, the 
Bcbels concentrated their fire upon the Chancellor 
House, and burned it to the ground. Two or three 
ladies, who had gone into the cellar for protection/ 
were saved with difficulty. Several of our wounded 
soldiers in the building were consumed. 

*The mangled, bleeding soldiers suffered much 
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afler the battle. One said, ^Mj haversadc is 
lost.' 

^ * And so is mine/ responded another. 

^ ' And mine.' 

•* ' And mine.' 

**And thus it ^ went round , a solitary one only 
having his haversack. And, when he was asked 
how it happened that he did not lose his, he an- 
swered, — 

** * Mine would have gone with the rest if my Bible 
had not been in it.' " 

^Gen. Berry was killed in this battle, was he 
not?" 

" He was ; and he was a brave officer too. His 
death was a great loss to the Army of the Poto- 
mac." 

^The Eebels met with a greater loss," remarked 
Charlie. 

•^Howso?" 

**Gen. Jackson was mortally wounded in this 
battle ; and he was as great a general as the Bebels 
had." 

^ That is true. I had almost forgotten to speak of 
Cren. Jackson's wound. No man except Gen. Lee 
could have fallen on their side with greater detriment 
to their cause. 

**One of the Eebel officers who w^is captured 
was standing by Gen. Sickles, to whom he re- 
marked, — 

^ * General, I have met with you in New York.' 
VOL. nx. 8 
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^'^Move forward that battery/ ordered the general, 
taking no notice of the Bebd. 

^ * General, I have met 70U before.' 

** * The brigade must advance to the woods/ shouted 
Gen. Sickles. 

" * General, don*t you remember ^ 

**Gk> to the rear, sir : my troops are in position, 
was all the answer he received. 

** One of our brave colonels was heard to say, in 
the commencement of this conflict, * I will win a star 
or a co£Sn to-day.* He won the latter ; for he was 
shot soon after. 

^The enemy stripped the dead falling into their 
hands, because they needed clothing. One of the 
Federal soldiers, left for dead upon the field, after- 
wards came into our lines with nothing on him but 
his shirt and cap. He was stunned by the shock 
that he received ; and the Rebels stripped him of his 
clothing, supposing that he was dead. Subsequently 
recovering, he made his way back to our army. 

** During this battle, or while preparations were 
making for it, a Federal brigade made a reconnois- 
saaoe, and captured a hundred sharpshooters, who 
were perched in the tops of the trees. 

^ While the battle was raging, a waggish soldier 
of our army took up a fragment of a shell that had 
exploded near him, remarking coolly, — 

^ * This is English neutrality : examine it.' 

**It was a period of great events then," continued 
Uncle William, ^and our cause was under a cloud. 
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President Lincoln issued a Conscription Proclama- 
tion, declaring all males between the ages of twenty 
and forty-five years to constitute the National force, 
not excepting foreigners who had signified their in- 
tention of becoming citizens. 

" The Ecbcl Governor Pettus, of Mississippi, issued 
a proclamation calling on every man in the State, 
capable of bearing arms, to take the field * for united 
effort in expelling the enemy from the soil of Missis- 
sippi/ 

** A vain call,** remarked Charlie. 

^ It has proved so. About this time, also, quite 
an impoi'tant raid into Arkansas was performed by 
Col. Clayton, of Elansas. Much Bebel property 
was destroyed, and one battle fought, in which the 
Federals were victorious over superior numbers. 

**At the time of this battle, the Rebel Goyem- 
mcnt at Richmond were framing an act of retaliation 
to President Lincoln's Proclamation of Emancipation. 
The Rebel Congress passed an act to punish with 
death every Federal officer captured in command of 
colored troops, and to deal with the colored soldiers 
themselves taken prisoners with greater cruelty than 
that with which they visited white captives.** 

**Then their treatment of them must have been 
cruel indeed," said Charlie. ** I thought they treated 
the white^ prisoners as badly as savages.** 

^That is true. About this time, the Southern 
leaders saw that the Proclamation of Emancipation 
was working disaster to their cause, and they became 
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exasperated. All through their so-called Confeder- 
a<7, we saw the virus of treason working out more 
and more. As a sample of their demoniac spirit, I 
will read to you what the * Charleston Mercury ' of 
that date said about *How to meet the JEnemy.* 
Uncle William read the following : — 

^'Tho Northern Tandals have iavaded oar State, not 
to confront our armies, and decide the chances of war in 
pitched bottles, but they have come to rob and steal, to 
plunder, to burn, and to starve to death our women and 
children. Under such circumstances, we should meet them 
as we would meet the savage, the highwayman, or the wild 
beast of the forest. Partisan bands should lie in wait for 
them on the roadside, in fence comers, and behind trees ; 
and, in short, they should be hunted down in any and every 
way that can be made efficient and effectual, until the State 
is relieved of their presence.' " 

^ That is the mode of warfare whidi the Southern 
chivalry recommended," remarked Charlie, after 
hearing the above. 

^ And it is the mode which they too often adopted, 
alsOi" replied Uncle William. ^But I must dose 
my remarks about Chancellorsville ; and I can- 
not do it more appropriately than by reading the 
order of Secretary Stanton, showing the views of 
the War Department concerning this battle.'* Unde 
William read: — 

^'The President and the General-in-chief have just 
xetumed from the Army of the Potomac. The principal 
openUions of Gen. Hooker failed; but there has been no 
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serious disaster to the organization and efficiency of the 
aimj. It is now occupjing its former position on the Rap- 
pahannock, having recrossed the river without any loss in 
the movement. Not more than one-third of Gen. Hook- 
er's force was engaged. Gen. Stoneman's operations have 
been a brilliant success. Part of his force advanced to 
within two miles of Richmond ; and the enemy's commu- 
nications have been cut in every direction. The Army of 
the Potomac will speedily resume offensive operations.' 

**Now for the siege of Vicksburg,** said Uncle 
William, as he ceased reading the above order. **It 
was a siege indeed; and it proved that General 
Grant was the commander to lead our forces in Yir- 
ginia against the Rebel capital.'' 

This interview with the young folks occurred at 
the house of Marcus's father, in that series of gather- 
ings at which Uncle William told the story of the 
Bebellion. It was arranged beforehand, so as not to 
interfere with school-hours and studies, and the elder 
members of the group mutually agreed to do their 
part to make the seasons interesting and valuable. 
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THE 8IEGB OF YIGKSBUBO. 

"YICKSBURGI Vicksburg I- repeated CharUe, 
T •* that was tlie Rebela* Gibraltar.** 
**The7 have had 80 many Gibraltars that it is dif- 
ficult to tell which was the Gibraltar y** replied Uncle 
WiUiam. **It was certainly a strongly fortified 
place ; and few generals would have persevered against 
so manj discouragements as Gen. Grant did to 
capture it. As early as December, 1862, he was 
ordered to attack this stronghold of the enemy ; and 
he sent a force under Gen. Sherman to attack the 
place. Two assaults were made, on the 28th and 
29th of the same month, with a loss of one hundred 
and nine^-one killed, nine hundred and eighty-two 
wounded, and seven hundred and fifty-six missing ; 
and nothing was accomplished. When our men were 
recovering our dead under a flag of truce, after their 
repulse, a Bebel picket was asked, * How far is it to 
Vicksburg?' 

So fiu: that ye*ll never git thar,* was the reply. 

* How many men you got? * 

* Enough to dean you out.' 
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^Many of our men thought the Bebel picket waa 
telling more truth than usual, judging b/ their ex- 
}>crience. Our forces were withdrawn, and active 
operations directed another way, since Gen. Grant 
was satisfied tliat anj attack upon that side of the 
fortress would prove abortive.** 
I ** Were our forces repulsed there?** inquired Qiar- 
lie. 

^Yes; with considerable loss. Gen. Sherman 
was worsted for once. His men talked of taking 
dinner in Yicksburg, at the Preston House, on 
Christmas Day ; instead of that, however, they came 
very near not having any dinner at all anywhere. 
It was a larger job to capture the place than they had 
supposed. They went to take it, but were obliged to 
retreat or be taken themselves. 

^This expedition started from Memphis on the 
20th of December with more than a hundred trans- 
ports. Not a very favorable account is given of the 
conduct of many of the officers during the trip* 
One newspaper correspondent said : * A large pro- 
portion of the officers were drinking and gambling 
day and night during the entire trip, and their be- 
havior was unbecoming in the extreme. Of course, 
there were many noble exceptions ; but neither their 
example nor influence coidd restrain their more un- 
ruly companions.* ** 

^ That was the reason they were repulsed, I have 
no doubt,** remarked Ella. 

** It was thought so by a few. There is no doubt 
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that whiskej baa defeated our armies as often as the 
Bebeb have. 

•* On their way to Vicksburg, Gen. Morgan's divi- . 
sion passed a small town known as Wood-Village 
Landing, where a band of guerillas in ambush fired * 
upon them. Immediately Gen. Morgan ordered a 
force to land, and bum the town. The order was 
executed with a relish. The fleet passed also the . 
celebrated plantation of Gen. Albert Sidney Johnson, 
who was killed at Shiloh. A Bebel battery there 
fired into them, whereupon a force landed and bmncd 
the palatial dwelling, and laid waste the beautiful 
grounds.** 

.** A just reward for treason,** remarked Ella. 

** Such treatment is what the leaders of the Rebel- 
lion ought to have anticipated,** replied Uncle Wil- 
liam, who proceeded to say, — 

^The negroes were delighted to see the expedition. 
As soon as their eager eyes beheld the star-spangled 
banner, they shouted, danced, sung, and performed 
various antics, supposing that * Massa linkum * had 
sent down the fleet to set them free. 

*The contest at this time for the possession of 
Ykksburg was a bloody one, and Gen. SHerman's 
forces behaved nobly. All of them acted bravely, 
though Qen. Sherman said that the Sixth Missouri 
* deserved to be immortalized.* Private F. W. Tay- 
lor, of Belleville, Bl., performed a daring feat, for 
which he was promoted. Several men with picks 
and spades were shot down ; and their implements 
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were left behind in the rapid movement of our forces. 
The picks and spades were so much needed that 
Taylor rushed back and secured the whole of them. 
He returned with them unharmed; although many 
shots were fired at him. 

^ In the contest the two armies were so near each 
other, that the shout of our officers to * Fire higher I ' 
elicited a louder yell of ^Fire lower!* from the foe 
attempting to drown the Federal voices. Conversa- 
tion could be easily carried on ; and one Bebel cried 
out, — 

** * What regiment is below ? * 

^ *The Sixth Missouri,* replied a Yankee. 

** * It is too brave a regiment to be on the wrong 
side,' responded the Kebel.'' 

** Well," remarked Charlie, •* if our army was re- 
pulsed, what did they do next?" 

^Gen. Grant ordered an attack upon Arkansas 
Post." 

"Where is that?" 

** It is a small village — the capital of Arkansas 
County — situated about fifty miles above the niouth 
of Arkansas River, upon an eminence above the 
reach of floods. It is one hundred and seventeen 
miles below Little Eock. 

^ It was a severe contest that our forces waged 
for this place; and our loss was one hundred and 
twenty-nine killed, eight hundred and thirty-one 
wounded, and seventeen missing: but our captures 
were more than an offset to this heavy loss." 
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**What were our captures?'' asked Marcus. 

^'We captured five thousand prisoners, seventeen 
cannon, three thousand small arms, forty thousand 
rounds of ammunition, and five hundred and sixty- 
three animals ; and, more than that, the Bebels lost 
a very important position. 

^ After this. Gen. Grant assumed the immediate 
command of the forces on the Mississippi ; and ho ' 
directed his attention to opening the canal across the 
peninsula, on the west bank of the river. The canal 
had been conmienced by Gen. Williams several 
months before. 

**It was soon discovered, however, that the canal 
was impracticable ; and the project was abandoned. 
Other plans were tried, and proved unsuccessful. 
These failures forced the commanding general to 
adopt more active measures ; and tlie month of May 
following was made memorable for the triumph of 
our arms in that department. There followed a 
aeries of rapid and glorious victories that cheered loyal 
hearts all over the land. 

* Grand Gulf was the door to Yicksburg, and Gen. 
Grant determined to open it. On the 30th of April, 
his army crossed the river at Boulingsburg, and 
turned Grand Gulf. A battle occurred, in which 
our fleet was under a terrific fire for six hours. The 
* Benton ' received forty-seven shots in her hull alone ; 
nnd yet she was almost as good for a fight at the close 
of the contest as she was at the beginning. On that 
day, the position was not carried. But, on the next , 
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day but one, another attack was commenced, when 
it wa9 found that the Hebcls had abandoned the place ; 
having destroyed much of their ammimition, many 
guns, and such stores as they could not remove. la 
strength^ Grand Gulf was next to Vicksburg. 

^Immediately followed the Battle of Port Gibson, 
which continued a whole day, until the enemy was 
driven from their works ; about five himdred prisoners 
being left in our hands, besides the wounded. The 
enemy retreated towards Vicksburg, burning the 
bridges behind them. This battle is known, also, 
as the Battle of Thompson's Hill. About this time, 
the Bebel Van Dorn was shot at Chattanooga, Tenn. 

^ On May 12, the Battle of Raymond, Miss., was 
fought, in which we lost about two hundred and fiffy 
men in killed and wounded. The Rebel loss was 
much larger; and the enemy was driven from the 
town in great confusion. 

** Jackson, the capital of Mississippi, was captured 
on the 14th of Afay. With great daring, the Union 
soldiers charged upon the enemy, and orove them 
from the town. An eye->vitness describes the scene 
so briefly that I will read it to you from the * Rebel- 
lion Record.' ** Uncle William read as follows ; — ' 

*^ ' Over the fences, through the brash wood, into the en- 
closure, they worked their way, and slaughtered right and 
left without mercy. The enemy, astonished at their im* 
pctuosity, wavered and fell back, rallied again, and finally 
broke in wild confusion. The brave Union soldiers gained 
the crest of the hill, and the Rebels fled in utter terror. 
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Oor bojrs reloaded their iniukets, and sent the terrible mis- 
nles after the fleebg RebeUy adding haste to their terrified 
flight The/ cast muskets and blankets to the ground, 
nnslung their knapsacks^ and ran like greyhounds."* 

**That is shmdering the greyhounds,'' exclaimed 
Ouurlie, as soon as the reading ceased : ** greyhounds 
nm towards the enemy instead of from them." 

^TniQ ; but I suppose the comparison applies only 
to the rapidly of their movements. jGren. Grant's 
fbrces were moving so quickly about that time, that 
the enemy were obliged to run like greyhounds in- 
order to get out of the way. 

^'On the 17th of May, the Battle of Champion 
ESQ was fought, in which the Federal loss was sup- 
posed to reach three thousand. Great courage was 
displayed by our gallant army in this battle. Lieut.- 
CoL Barton seized the colors of his regiment as they 
&I1 with their bearer, and waved them before his men 
in the face of the hottest fire, to cheei^ them on. 
Ldeut. Perry, of the Forty-seventh Indiana, was 
with his company in the thickest of the fight, when 
one of his comrades suggested that he ought to avail 
himself <^ a little cover immediately in his rear. 
Lieut. Perry stared at him contemptuously, for a 
moment, and exclaimed : * No, sir : the Fortynseventh 
never gives back an inch.' He had scarcely uttered 
tbew words when he was shot through the heart, and 
expired without a struggle. The Lieut.- Col. of the 
Tenth -Missouri was killed while waving his sword to 
urge hi. men forward to a charge. 
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**An officer was sent to Gen. Logan to inquire 
how the contest was going in front. Logan an- 
swered : *TeII Gen. Grant that my division cannot 
be whipped by all the Bebels in front. We are go- 
ing aheady and won't stop till we get orders.* 

** The left of our army was forced back by over^ 
whelming numbers, and a panic commenced. The 
colonel of the Twenty-fourth Indiana rode to the 
rear, after he was wounded in the hip, and rallied 
the terror-stricken men by these words of encourage- 
ment : * Don't be discouraged, men. They are driving 
us now; but we'll have them whipped in an hour. . . 
We -are taking Vicksburg to-day, boys ; and, if you 
all do your duty, it's bound to fall.' 

**One remarkable instance of valor amonc: the 
Bebels occurred in this fight. Capt. Biddle, of a 
Mississippi battery, stood by his guns until all his 
horses were slaughtered, and all his men killed, 
wounded, or routed ; and then he fought against an 
infantry charge with a revolver until he fell pierced 
by many bullets. 

** The enemy practised their usual barbarity on our 
wounded in this battle. They clubbed, bayoneted, j 

or shot more than twenty of our wounded, who fell 
into their hands. An eye-witness speaks as follows.** 
Unde William read : — 

^ ' I ^w two or three men dead upon the field, who had 

9 

been shot in the ranks, and afterward run through the 
breast or abdomen with a bayonet, while found lying upon 
the ground or )ejW)ng.^gaii^t^a. trpe. , Several of our offi- 
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eei8 and men were witneases to these inhuman actfl. Thej 
flaw their comrades butchered, but dare not remonstrate 
lest thej themselves should share the same fate. On one 
occasion, a regiment of Rebels ran their bajonets through 
six of our wounded, after an unsuccessful charge on one of 
our batteries.'" 

'^How barbarous I ** exclaimed Ella. 

** The real spirit of slavery,'' said Uncle William in 
reply ; ** and that is barbarous indeed. 

** But I must teU you about the * Methodist Begi- 
ment,* that fought in this battle, and was sadly cot 
up. It was the Twenty-iburth Iowa ; and the colonel 
and several of the captains were Methodist preachers. 
A majori^ of the soldiers, also, were members of 
the Methodist Church. Their major was wounded 
near the dose of the day. He walked from the field ; 
and, on his way to the hospital, he captured a strong 
Confederate, and compelled him to carry him on his 
aboulders to the provost-marshal's headquarters. It 
was an amusing spectacle to see Major Wright riding 
his captive into camp. In the evening, this regiment 
held religious services, that were very impressive. 
They made the woods echo with * Old Hundred,' and 
other tunes. 

^On the next day after the Battle of Champion 
Hill, the Battle of Black River was fought. In this 
contest, we captured three thousand prisoners, eighteen 
pieces of artillefy, several thousand stand of arms, 
and a large supply of com and commissaiy stores. 

^ Three days later, Haine's Bluff was capture after 
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a severe contest. The works here were very formid- 
able. There were fourteen of the heaviest kind of 
mounted eight and ten-inch and 7^inch rifled guns, 
with a large supply of ammunition. The Rebek 
had been a whole year in constructing the network of 
defences at this place, and supposed that they could 
.not be captured." 

^ They were slightly mistaken, however," remarked [ 

Charlie. 

^ So it appears," responded Unde William. ** All 
these battles were a part of the plan to capture Yicks- 
burg. 

•^AVTiile these rapid contests were. going on. Gen. 
Grant wa« partiallj investing Vicksburg, and prepar- 
ing for a siege. He was determined to open the 
Mississippi, if it cost him his army. Throughout 
the whole South-west a new and telling earnestness 
was imparted to military operations at this time. 
The Bebels began to feel the power of a victorious 
foe. Gen. Ellet ordered the town of Austin, Miss., 
to be burned, in retaliation for a wanton attack upon 
one of our transports and a trading vessel by a band 
of marauders who disregarded all the rules of civilized 
warfare. The order was executed to the letter, only 
three houses being reserved for the protection of tlic 
women and children." 

** More of that, kind of treatment would have done 
the Rebels good all over the country," exclaimed 
Marcus, whose young blood boiled at the recital of 
Rebel atrocities. 
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* I have no doubt that thej would have had enough 
bf such treatment if you had been commander,'' re- 
plied Uncle William with a smile* ^ DoubtlesSi the 
enemy have rejoiced many times that you were too 
young to be a general*'' 

Marcus was silent ; feeling the half-playfid rebuke 
for his boastful spirit* 

** Before this time," continued Uncle William, 
* certain advantages had been gained, in addition to 
the victories enumerated, pointing to the capture of 
Yicksburg* Eight gunboats passed the Rebel bat- 
teries at Yicksburg on the night of April 16, under 
a hot fire, without other loss than one man killed 
and two wounded, and one transport burned. This 
was a hazardous undertaking ; but it was necessary, 
since the attempt to flank tlic city from above had 
fiiiled, and the only hope that remained was to get 
into its rear from below. The fire of the batteries 
upon our gunboats was terrific, startling the mid- 
night air with the roar of cannon and tlie shriek of 
shells. It was a singular providence that the fleet 
was not annihilated, exposed as it was to the raking 
fire of Bebel batteries for miles. But a kind Provi- 
dence preserved it for future triumph and glory* . 

^'Gen* Grrant had also sent out Col. Grierson — 
afterwards brigadier-general — upon an important 
raid, to cut the enemy's line of communication; and 
prevent re-enforcements. Col. Grierson started upon 
his raid on the 17th of April, and was gone until the 
2d of May. The raid was attended with great pei*ils ; 
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and only men of the bravest hearts could have en- 
dured the hardships* The last thirty hours, on their 
return, they travelled eighty miles without food for 
man or beast. 

^I must not omit to mention one interesting affair 
connected with this raid* Capt. Forbes, with thirty- 
five men, was detailed, near Starkville, to perform a 
special service. On moving to rejoin tlie exjKklition, 
he learned that Col. Grierson was at Enterprise, and . 
thither he made his way. He marched directly into 
the town« where he found about three thousand Bebel 
troops just getting off the cars. Almost any other 
man would have fallen into the enemy's hands ; but 
Capt. Forbes possessed remarkable presence of mind, 
and he was prepared for the emergency. He resolved 
to deceive the foe ; and so he raised a flag of truce 
at once, rode boldly forward, and demanded the sur- 
render of the place in the name of Col. Grierson. 
The commander, Col. Goodwin, asked one hour to 
consider the proposition, and wished to know where 
Capt. Forbes would be at that time. Capt. Forbes 
answered that he would go back to the reserve with 
the reply, — and he did go back with his thirty-five 
men as rapidly as their horses could carry them, glad 
enough to escape from three thousand Bebel soldiers, 
who would have made them prisoners if they had 
known that Col. Grierson was not near by.** 

^ A genuine Yankee was that Capt. Forbes,** ex- 
claimed Charlie, clapping his hands with delight. 

**The Rebels were certainly outwitted that time, 
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and Capt* Forbes must have the credit of it,'' said 
Uncle Wiliianiy who continued: **AI1 these things 
were parts of Gren« Grant's pkn to capture Yicks- 
bnig; and they were very important results. 

**! must not forget to mention that tliree news- 
paper correspondents were captured here on the 
night of May 3. Tliey were Bichard T. Colbum, 
of the New-York * World/ and Messrs. Bichordson- 
and BrownCi of the * Tribune.' They left Milliken's 
Bend for the purpose of reaching Gen. Grant's 
headquarters at Grand Gulf. They were to jnin 
the gauntlet of the Bebel batteries at Yicksburg 
on barges loaded with hay and provisions. When 
five miles of the batteries were passed, a shell struck 
the barge, killed the captain, plunged through the 
boiler, and exploded ; destroying all hope of procecd- 
\ ' ing further on that craft. Half of the persons on 

board perished by scalding, burning, or drowning. 
The hay was set on fire, so that death stared them in 
the fiice on every hand. The survivors took to hay- 
bales, on which they floated or else struggled in the 
water until Bebel boats reached them. Mr. A. D. 
Bichardson, a native of Franklin, Mass., and a cor- 
respondent of the * Tribune,* was saved on a bale of 
hay* He and Browne shared the barbarity of Bebel 
prisons for more than a year and a half. Colbum, 
being the correspondent of the New-York * World,* 
was released soon aft^r reaching Bichmond. The two 
former had the penalty of long imprisonment to pay 
for bdng connected with the * Tribune/ 



THE 8IE0E OF VtCKSBURO. 43 

** On the twenty-second day of May, Gen. Grant 
made an unsuccessful attempt to carry tlie fortifica- 
tions by assault. It was a bloody contest that fol- 
lowed , and many of our heroic men fell in the attempt* 
Although they failed to accomplish all that they had 
anticipated, yet they planted our flag on two of the 
enemy's works, and kept it waving there for eight 
hours. Twelve of our men entered one of these 
works : eleven of them were killed ; and the twelfth, 
aided by our sharpshooters on the top of the parapet, 
captured and brought out twelve Bebels. This was a 
daring feat ; and its author, Sergt. J. E. GrifTeth, of 
the Twenty-second Iowa, deserves a place in history. 

^ Our gallant men approached the enemy's works 
so closely, that they faii*ly lay under the walls of a 
fort. The Rebels took advantage of their situatioui 
and, lighting the fuses of shells, threw them, with 
their hands, into the midst of our men. With the 
celerity of tliought, almost, our men cauglit them up, 
and threw them back into the fort before they had 
time to explode. They exploded among the Bebels 
themselves. 

** At one time, the Federal soldiers fell so rapidly 
before die terrible fire of the enemy, that one of the 
privates cried out to Gen. Carr, who was die hero 
of Pea Ridge, — 

** * Look at the men falling.' 

*** Who talks of dead men here?' shouted Gen. 
Carr in reply. * Think of the enemy, and of killing 
them. It is no dme to speak of dead men now.' 
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*Bat the attack was a failure. Gen. Grant was 
obliged to withdraw his forces, and wait still longer 
for victory.** . 

**He was determined to have it, at any ratCi** said 
Marcus : ^ Gen. Grant never gives up.^ 

**That is true; and he did have it, as we shall 
see," answered Uncle William. *** Perseverance 
conquers all things/ is an old adage ; and it is just as 
necessary that boys should practise upon it in over- 
coming difficulties as that Gen. Grant should. Be- 
member that. If you ever become useful, honored^, 
great men, you will have to take more than one 
Yicksburg. 

^ Well, Gen. Grant withdrew his troops, but only 
to prepare to strike a heavier blow. He received 
sufficient re-enforcements to enable him to invest the 
city completely, thereby preventing tlie Bebel general, 
Johnston, from joining the garrison therein. On the 
30th of May, occurred the National Fast appointed 
by the President.'' 

^Then a regular siege commenced, did it not?*' 
said Charlie. 

**Yes; and it progressed finely until every thing 
was ready for a final assault.** 

^ Who commanded the Bebel forces at Yicksburg? ** 
inquired Ella. 

^Lieut.-Gen. Pemberton; and he was, early con- 
vinced, that he would have to yield to the Federal 
army. On the third day of July, he sent a letter to 
Gen« Ghrant, proposing an armistice, and the appoint- 
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ment of commissioners to arrange terms for the ca- 
pitulation of the place.** 

*^But you have told us nothing of the terrible fire 
which was poured upon the city for many days,** 
said Charlie* 

** How many days ? ** asked Marcus. 

•^The siege lasted forty-six days, during which 
time the city was under a storm of shot and shell that 
was terrific indeed. Our men performed an almost 
incredible amount of work in digging trenches and 
constructing corridors, passages, and pits, under a 
blazing summer's sun, the enemy all the while sub- 
jecting them to the heaviest fire. One half of our 
force used the spade, while the other half with their 
rifles picked off the Rebels. | 

" Almost every house in the city was pierced with 
cannon-balls, endangering the lives of the inhabi- 
tants, and spreading consternation through the place. 
Never was such a fire concentrated upon any place 
before; yet, strange to say, but few of the people 
were injured. There were many wonderful escapes, 
and a few affecting casualties. 

^ One man had his head blown off when in the act 
of picking up his child. A little girl was sitting in 
the entrance of a cave, when a Parrott-shell entered 
and severed her head from her body. A shell ex- 
ploded between two officers, who were riding in the 
street ; and it blew them both into the air without 
seriously injuring either of them. Just as a woman 
rose from her chair, a shell plunged through the roof 
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of her Iionse, struck the seat from which she had 
zisen, shattering it to pieces, and damaged the house 
generalljy without injuring her. Many such melan- 
diolj deaths and marvellous escapes are recorded by 
eye-witnesses. 

"The dty was short of provisions ; and both men 
and beasts suffered much firom hunger. Horses and 
mules, overworked and half famished, became well* 
ni^^ useless. Three hundred mules were killed one 
day to relieve them £rom suffering, and get them out 
of the way* On the last week in June, mule-meat— 
was provided for the people* They had still on hand 
< a quantity of tainted salt junk ; but Gen* Pcmberton 

dedaredy that it was £ur worse than mule-meat for 
food. 

" During the progress of the siege, the price of flour 
in the city advanced to two hundred dollars per 
barrel. Com was ten dollars a bushel, and sugar 
one dollar and sevenQr-five cents a pound. Bacon 
brought five dollars a pound, and rum one hundred 
dollars a gallon. Other things were sold in like 
propordon. 

**Ther8 was mndi sickness in the city ; and some 
three hundred dwellings were converted into hospitals, 
containing about six thousand patients.** 

^ What 'Were the caves of which you spoke a minute 
ago?" inquired Ella. 

"They were places of refuge dug in the earth, to 
which women, children, and others fled from the 
atonn of shot and shell that burst upon the city at 
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times. Yicksburg has been called *the city of a 
hundred hills/ on account of the numerous hiUs or 
eminences therein. Hence it afforded easy facilities 
for the construction of caves, to which the people 
might escape when our army was raining missiles 
of death upon the place. Some of these caves were 
large enough to admit twenty-five persons. Wh^n 
a fresh bombardment opened upon the citjr, the Bebel 
soldiers could be heard crying out to the fleeing wo- 
men and children, * Rats, to your holes I * It must 
have been a very exciting scene. A loAj has given 
an account of her cave-life in Yicksburg during the 
siege; and I will read to you some of its para- 
graphs." 

**I have heard of that book/' said Charlie, ^and I 
should like to read it.'' 

^And I should like to hear from it now,** said 
Ella. 

**You shall hear from it," responded Uncle Wil- 
liam; and he proceeded to read as follows :»- 

^ < The cave we inhabited was about five squares fix>m 
the levee. A great many had been made in a hill immedi- 
ately beyond us ; and, near this hill, we could see most of 
the shells falL Caves were the fashion — the rage — over 
besieged Yicksburg. Negroes who understood their busi- 
ness hired themselves out to dig them, at from thirty to 
fifly dollars, according. to the size. Many persons, consid- 
ering different localities unsafe, would sell them to others 
who had been less fortunate or less provident; and 90 great 
was the demand for cave-workmen, that a new branch of 
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bkdxusbry sprang up and became popular, particularly as the 
penooal safety of the woriuneu was secured, and money 
withaL 

'''So constantly dropped the shells around the city, that 
the inhabitants all made preparations to live under the 

ground during the siege. M sent over, and had a cave 

made in a hill near by. We seized the opportunity one 
evening when the gunners were probably at their supper, 
£>r we had a few moments of quiet, to go over and take 
possession. • • • Our dining, breakfasting, and supper hours 
were quite irregular. When the shells were falling tost, 
the servants came in for safety, and our meals waited for^ 
completion some little time ; again they would fall slowly, 
with the lapse of many minutes between, and out would 
start the cooks to their work. 

'''So I went regularly to work, keeping house under 
ground. Our new habitation was an excavation made in 
the earth, and branching six feet from the entrance, form- 
ing ft cave in the shape of a T. In one of the wings, my 
bed fitted; the other I used as a kind of a dressmg-room. 
In this the earth had been cut down a foot or two below 
the floor of the main cave. I could stand erect here ; and, 
when tired of sitting in other portions of my residence, I 
bowed myself into it, and stood impassively resting at full 
hd^t, — one of the yariations in the still shell-expectant 

life. M ^'s servant cooked for us under the protection 

ofthehOL 

; "'One afternoon, amid the rush and explosion of the 
shells, cries and screams arose, — the screams of women 
amid the shrieks of the falling shells. The servant4)oy, 
George, after starting and coming back once or twice, his 
timidity overcoming his curiosity, at last gathered courage 
to go to the ravine near us» from whence the cries pro- 
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' ceedcdy and found that a negro man had hecn huried alive 
within a cave, he being alone at that time. Workmen were 
instantly set to deliver him if possible ; but, when found, 
the unfortunate man had evidently been dead some little 
time. 

^ ' A gentleman had a large cave made, and repeatedly 
urged his wife to leave the house, and go into it She 
steadily refused; and, being quite an invalid, was lying on 
the bed, when he took her by the hand and insisted upon 
her accompanying him so strongly, that she yielded ; and 
they had scarcely left the house, when a mortar-shell went 
crashing through, utterly demolishing the bed that had so 
lately been vacated, temping up the floor, and almost com- 
pletely destroying the room. 

^'Sitting in the cave one evening,.! heard the most 
heart-rending screams and moans. I was told that a mother 
had taken a child into a cave about a hundred yards from 
us, and, having laid it on a little bed, as the poor woman 
believed, in safety, she took her seat near the entrance of 
the cave. A n)ortar-shell came rushing through the air, 
and fell with much force, entering the earth above the 
sleeping child, — cutting through into the cave, — oh, most 
horrible sight to the mother I — crushing in the upper part 
of the little sleeping head, and taking away the youngs 
innocent life, without a look or word of passing love to be 
treasured in the mother's heorL' ** 

** What a dreadful way to live 1 *' exclaimed Ella 
interrupting. *^It was more fearful for the women 
and children than it was for the soldiers.'* 

^ True," remarked Uncle William ; ^ but they bore 
it bravely.'* 

** They helped to bring it upon themselves,'' said 

VOL. zzx. 6 



50 mSTOBT OF THE BEBELUON. 

Marcos in a tone that indicated his views exactly. 
The &et was, l^Iarcus had very little pity to expend 
upon the South* He thought that they were all 
Bebek, with here and there an exception ; and he was 
willing that they should suffer the consequences of 
thdr treason. 

^Ihat does not xtoder their bitter experience more 
agreeable,'' replied Uncle William* **But I must 
give you one or two items more from this volume ; *^ 
and he continued to read : — 

«< A young girl, becoming weary in the confinement of 
the cave, hastily ran to the house in the interval that 
elapsed between the slowly falling shells. On returning, 
an explosion sounded near her : one wild scream, and slie 
ran into her mother^s presence, sinking like a wounded 
dove, the life-blood flowing over the light summer dross in 
crimson ripples from a death-wound in her side, caused by 
a fragment of the shelL A fragment had also struck and 
lm>ken the arm of a little bo7 playing near the mouth of 
his mother's cave. 

**'! was sewing, one day, near one side of the cave, 
where the bank slopes and lighto up the room like a win- 
dow. Near this opening I was sitting, when I suddenly 
remembered some little article I wished in another part of 
the roooL Crossing to procure it, I was returning, when 
a Minie-ball came whisxing through the opening, passed 
my chair, and fell beyond it ^ Had I been stiU sitting I 
should have stopped it Conceive how speedily I took the 
chair into another part of the room, and sat in it 

^' One day I was startled by the shouts of the servants, 
and a most fearful jar and rocking of the earth followed by 

adeafimiiur exnilosion. such as I Ka^i never heard befikre. 
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The cave filled instantly with powder, smoke, and dost 
I stood with a tingling, prickling sensation in mj head, 
hands, and feet, and with a confused l^rain. .Yet alive I 
was the firat glad thought that came to me; child, ser- 
vants, all here, and saved — from some great, danger, I felt 
I stepped out, to find a group of persons before my cave, 
looking anxiously for me ; and, lying all around, freshly 
torn, rose-bushes, arbor-vitas trees, large clods of earth, 
splinters, pieces of plank, wood, &c. A mortar-shell had 
struck the comer of the cave, fortunately so near the brow 
of the hill that it had gone obliquely into the earth, explod- 
ing as it went, breaking large masses from the side of the 
hill, tearing away the fence, the shrubbery, and flowers, 
sweeping all, like an avalanche, down near the entrance of 
my good refuge/ 

** That will give you a very good idea of the con- 
dition of Yieksburg during the siege,'' remarked 
Unde William, as he laid down the book. ^ It was 
not a very quiet home for anybody, I suppose* The 
sufferings of the people must have been very great*'' 

^I have no doubt that many of the inhabitants 
were glad to surrender the place," said Charlie. 
** Hunger could drive them to it, if nothing else." 

^ Perhaps they feared that the Yankees would not 
treat them well ; and, in that case, they might have 
preferred hunger. It was said, that even the dogs 
went about the streets complaining and ,moaning in 
their way. The author of die volume from which 
I have just read, says that these dumb animals ran 
about the streets in great consternation. When they 
heard a shell descending, they would dart aside. 
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and, as it exploded, sit down and howl in the most 
pitiful manner* The poor horses subsisted for some 
days on cane-tops and mulberry leaves, — hard fare 
surely !" 

^ Yon spoke of Gen. Pemberton's letter about sur- 
Tendering,** said Ella : ** how was it? *' 

**I said that Gen. Pemberton proposed to surren- 
der on the third day of July. It was not exactly an 
* unconditional surrender * that he promised at first. 
There was a little manoeuvring on his part, to secure 
better terms than the conquered usually get, so as ta 
take away some of the disgrace attending the affair ; 
but Gen. Grant was not the m.in to be deceived in 
such circumstances. He was ready to be magnani- 
mous; and he did accept the surrender on very 
liberal terms, considering that he was dealing with 
traitors. It was finally arranged, that Vicksburg 
should be formally surrendered at ten o'clock, A.H., 
on the fourth day of July.** 

** Just the day that Gen. Grant would have chosen 
far it, I will warrant,** exchumed Charlie. 

**A good celebration of the day,** said Marcus. 
^I think that it must have been the happiest Fourth 
•of July that Gen. Grant ever saw.** 

^ A proud day for him, no doubt,** responded Uncle 
William. ^ At two o'clock on that day, the Rebef 
army marched out in front of their fortifications, 
stacked their arms, and were paroled.** 

"How large was the Bebel force there?** inquired 
Caiadie. 
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** Wo can learn that from Gen. Grant's official re- 
port, in which he speaks of the capture. He says, 
that the enemy was defeated in five battles outside 
of Vicksburg, in addition to* the occupation of Jack- 
son, the capital of Mississippi. At Vicksburg he 
captured thirty -seven thousand prisoners, among 
whom were fifteen general officers. Besides these, 
ten thousand Rebels were killed and wounded. 
Among tho killed were Gens. Tilghman, Tracy, and 
Green. The arms and ammunition that he captured 
were sufficient for an army of sixty thousand men. 
A large amount of public property, consisting of 
railroads, locomotives, steamboats, &c., was included 
also among his captures. And all this was accom- 
plished with the loss of only about seven thousand 
men in killed, wounded, and missing. Tins was the 
entire loss through the series of battles that we have 
spoken of, resulting in the capture of Vicksburg. A 
glorious victory indeed 1 " 

^ I remember how it thrilled the country with joy,'* 
said Ella : ^ it made lively times." 

^It showed to the people that the IViississippi would 
soon be opened ; and that was enough to rejoice over,** 
added Charlie. 

^ And it showed, too, that Gen. Grant could whip 
tlie Rebel army behind their strongest fortifications,** 
chimed in the rough voice of Marcus. 

" Well said, Marcus,** responded Uncle William. 
** It established the fame of Gen. Grant, and proved 
that he coidd take our army to Richmond. Every 
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loyal heart felt more hopeful, as the God of battles 
thus smiled upon our cause. 

**I must not omit to speak of one instance of valor 
during the siege of Vicksburg. The Rebel general, 
Johnston, wanted to send a courier, with private 
despatches, to Gen. Pemberton. A brave fellow 
tendered his services ; *and he succeeded in passing 
our fleet and entering Vicksburg. He took a skiff 
in the Yazoo, and proceeded to its confluence with 
the Mississippi ; where he tied the little boat, entered 
the woods, and waited for night. At dark he re«^. 
moved his clothing, rolled it up with his despatches 
and private letters, and bound the package firmlj to 
a plank. Going into the river, he sustained himself 
above the water by holding to the plank ; and, in 
this.waj, he floated through the fleet in the darkness, 
and two miles down the river beyond to Vicksburg, 
where his coming was hailed with delight.** 

**He was a brave fellow any way,*' exclaimed Mar- 
cos. 

^.I am willing to accord to him the laurels of a 
hero," replied Unde William. ^Such a deed per- 
formed in a good cause would have immortalized his 
luune. 

^As soon as Vicksburg was fairly in our posses- 
sion, G^n. Grant sent Gen. Sherman in pursuit of 
the Rebel army under Gen. Johnston. The latter 
retreated to Jackson, Miss., where he made a stand, 
and a battle was fought. Gen. Sherman lost about 
a thousand men in killed, wounded, and missing; 
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but he won a glorious victory, and captured the place. 
Among his trophies were nearly eight hundred pris- 
oners, two rifled guns, and a large amount of am- 
munition. He destroyed also the railroads, rolling 
stock, &c., and drove the enemy in confusion towards 
the Alabama line." 

^ How long was this after the surrender of Vicks- 
burg? "asked Ella. 

^ Less than two weeks. It was on the sixteenth 
day of July that Jackson was captured." 

*^That was the second time it was captured," re* 
marked Charlie. 

^ It was. I told you about its capture in May. 
Soon after that time, our forces evacuated the place, 
and the Rebels repossessed it. 

** On the twelfth day of July, Gen. Grant also 
sent an expedition against Yazoo City, and it proved 
successful. With tlie place, three hundred prisoners 
were captured, six cannon, two hundred and fifty 
small-arms, and eight hundred horses and mules. 
One steamer, also, was captured, and five were 
burned. No loss on our side." 

•• Well," exclaimed Charlie, *• I should think that 
the country in tliat region was pretty well cleared of 
Bebels at tliat time." 

•^They were diminishing very rapidly. Gep. 
Grant's prisoners would constitute quite an army of 
themselves. Then, every day, glad tidings were ex- 
pected from Port Hudson, where Gen. Banks was 
bravely storming the garrison. That fortification 
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reduced, and the Missiaslppi Biver would be open to 
the Gulf of Mexico.'* 

^ We must hear about Gen. Banks and Port Hud- 
son," said Marcus. 

^ Certainlj : that shall be the next topic.** 
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PORT HXJDSON. 

•*^EN. BANKS superseded Gen. Butler in 

vJ December, 1862, aa I have said before; 
and his attention was immedLatelj directed to the 
Bebel fortifications on the Mississippi. The Govern- 
ment was determined to open the * Father of Waters *- 
to navigation as soon as possible ; and Gen. Banks 
was hailed as the right man in the right phice.'' 

"Were Vicksburg and Port Hudson, the only 
remaining strongholds of the enemy on the IVIissis- 
sippi?" inquired Elk. 

''They were, unless we except certain insignificant 
barriers to flie progress of our arms ^ and with Gen. 
Grant at Vicksburg, and Gen. Banks at Port Hud- 
son, the country anticipated the speedy opening of 
the Mississippi. 

''About the 1st of January, it was. rumored that a 
Bebel force was gathering in the vicinity of Donald- 
sonville, for some purpose; and, occasionally, they 
performed raids, in a small way, and ran off horses, 
mules, and cattle, on which they could easily lay 
their hands. 

" This could not be permitted ; and the command- 
ing officer started off an expedition ^against the .foe. 
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€ren« Weitzel, with a force of infantry and artilleryi 
uded bj the gunboats under Lieut.-Commanding 
Buchanan, crossed Berwick Bay on the 11th of 
January, 1863, and attacked the Rebel gunboat 
* Cotton' in the Bayou Teche. This gunboat was 
disabled, and the Bebels burned it. 

^Com. Buchanan displayed great valor in this 
conflict, steaming right up to the post of danger, 
notwithstanding the proof of the existence of torpe- 
does in his front, one having exploded under the 
prow of the * Kinsman.' With the spy-glass in- 
hand he stood forward, watching the foe, when a 
spent ball struck the acting-chief-engineer in his 
thigh. 

*** Ah, youVe got it I * exclaimed the commander. 

^Scarcely had the words dropped from his lips, 
when a ball struck him in the right cheek just below 
the temple, passing through to the opposite side. 

^ * My God ! ' he exclaimed, and fell back dead. 

^The principal object of this expedition was to 
destroy the Bebel gunboat * Cotton/ which was a 
large and powerful engine of war, greatly feared in 
those waters. This object was accomplished in good 
style, much to the annoyance of the enemy, for tliey 
considered it worth twenty thousand soldiers to their 
cause. 

^A faithful negro from the * Cotton' escaped to 
our lines, and notified Gen. Weitzel of tlie existence 
of a torpedo in a certain locality. A careful exami- 
nation proved that the ne^o was correct ; and the 
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infernal machine was taken out. An eje-witness 
says of ity * Judge of my astonishment, when, on 
scraping away the waxen stuff of the brand of this 
machine, I discovered the following inscription in 
raised letters : " Taylor and Hodget's Cans, with 
Burnett's Attachment, New York, patented Aug. 21, 
1855." 

^**It was shut up in a neat wooden box, and la- 
belled, in large letters, ** Hospital Stores : this side 
up with care." The manufacturers are fully welcome 
to all the benefits of this advertisement. ^ Hospital 
Stores," forsooth I Hather a grim joke, is it not? 
One strange thought struck me as I gazed upon this 
monstrous invention ; and that was, wliilc people in 
the North are enriching themselves by manufacturing 
these hellish thmgs to blow our own brave men to 
atoms, a poor black ^ animal " down here has friend- 
ship and humanity enough to come and warn them 
off from their terrible doom.' " 

" What are bayous ? " inquired Hattie. ^ I have 
read of them many times." 

" Small rivers," replied Charlie, before Uncle Wil- 
liam had time to answer. 

"Yes: or rather watercourses, emptying into the 
Mississippi," said Uncle William. **Nor are all of 
them small. In comparison with the Mississippi 
itself, the largest of them may be considered small ; 
and yet some bayous arc as large as the Thames, and 
the smallest of them would be regarded as respectiw 
ble rivers in the mother country. 
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^It was not until the earlj part of April, that 
Gen. Banks's forces commenced that memorable ad- 
vance, that proved them to be of the bravest tjpe of 
soldiers. On the 9th of April, the army moved ; 
and, on the 13th and 14th, a two-day's fight took 
place on the banks of the Bayou Teche. It was a 
severe contest, in which both armies behaved gal- 
lantly, though the Rebels were obliged to succumbs 
The coolness of Gens. Banks and Emery under fire 
was remarked by the whole army ; and their exam- 
ple helped to inspire the soldiers witli courage.- 
There were many hair-breadth escapes and marvellous 
deliverances. Gens. Banks and Emery at one time 
sat uppn their horses conversing, when a party of 
Bebels, concealed in the woods, opened upon them, 
sending a shower of bullets around and between 
them, killing one of the body-guard. 

*** After them, men I ' shouted Gen. Emery ; upon 
which a portion of the cavalry put spurs to their 
horses, and dashed into the woods, the Bebels fleeing 
before them. 

** At another time, Gen. Banks stood, with several 
of his staff, where they became a target for the Kebcl 
army. As shot and shell began to whiz and scream 
around them, Gen. Banks remarked, — 

***It is becoming rather warm here, gentlemen; 
and, as we are evidently the target at which they are 
firing, I think we had better disperse.' 

^ As an illustration of the bravery of the men in 
the midst of danger, the commanding generals were 
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troubled, on some occasions, by the men unnecessa- 
rily exposing tliemselves, and drawing the fire of 
Kebel' batteries and sharpshooters. One day, the 
Federal army was particularly exposed ; and the sol- 
diers along the line were so eager to see how the ^ 
engagement went on, that scores of heads could j 
be seen at times above the breastworks, although a 
hundred sharpshooters let drive at each head. 

•^'Down, men, down 1 ' shouted Gen. Emery. 

** The command was not obeyed. 

"'Get down, men. Don't you see that you are 
drawing the fire of the enemy upon you?* he 
shouted again. 

" No notice was taken of his order. 

" Vexed by this reckless disregard, not only of his 
order, but of their own safety, he now cried out in a 
passion, with a stentorian voice, — 

"'Lie down, or Til arrest you, and send you to 
the rear. Commanders of companies and regiments 
will see that this order is obeyed.' 

" This had the desired effect.'* 

''It seems, then," said Charlie, " that they dreaded 
the rear more than they did the front." 

"That is always so with brave men," answered 
Uncle William, who continued, — 

" One day, the Federal soldiers attacked a strong 
abatis that was surrounded with a trench and felled 
trees. The position was so strong that our men 
were compelled to retire at first ; upon which Sergt. 
Charles W. Kennedy advanced to the front, waved 
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hia musket as an officer does his sword, and ex- 
daimedy — 

^*Let MB try it again, boys I well have it this 
time. Follow me/ 

^The gallant fellow bounded forward, and his 
comrades followed with a yell. The ditch, obstruc- 
tions, and guns were passed so suddenly and unex- 
pectedly to the Rebels, that resistance was out of the 
question, and the whole force surrendered. Eighty- 
six men and one hundred stand of arms were captured 
by this lively movement. This is the kind of dash, 
that suits Marcus,'' added Uncle William, turning to 
him. 

^It suits me because it amounts to something," 
said Marcus. ^ Looking on for a whole month would 
not have captured the abatis." 

^ Of course it would not ; and, when such a dash 
turns out well, it is glorious. I should Lave said, 
that Gen. Grover started upon an expedition on the 
11th of April, to co-operate with Gen. Banks against 
the enemy on the Bayou Teche. His object was to 
get into the rear of the foe, and cut off his retreat ; 
but unforeseen obstacles hindered the expedition, so 
that it failed of its object. 

**A young Bebel, belonging to the Eighteenth 
Louisiana, was mortally wounded, and captured. As 
our men were showing him some attention, he re- 
marked, — 

^*I should never have taken up arms against the 
•tars and stripes, if I had not been forced to do it.' 
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^ * Then you think that the South is wrong/ said 
a Federal. 

^ * Of course I do ; ' adding, * this is a dying man's 
last word.' 

** To the bravery of our troops the captured Eeb- 
cls bore unqualified testimony. 

'• • What kind of guns have you ? * said one. * Why, 
they wiU cany a mQe. We never saw such firing.' 

^ ^Are all your men sharpshooters?' asked another. 

** Still another said, ' If we looked over our breast* 
works, got behind trees, or into ditches, we were 
shot ; and I believe, that, if I had put my hand up, 
I could have caught a handful of bullets.' " 

^ How far had Gen. Banks marched at this time? " 
inquired Ella. 

** When he reached Opelousas, he was one hundred 
and eighty miles from New Orleans. His army 
had fought three hard battles, in addition to skir- 
mishes, and been victorious in all of them, destroyed 
a number of gunboats and transports belonging to 
the foe, and endured hardships on tlie march that I 
will not attempt to describe." 

**Did the soldiers live off of tlie country as they 
marched?" inquired Charlie. 

** There was not much to live on. Food of all 
descriptions was scarce. In one of the principal 
towns entered (as I was informed by one of the sol- 
diers), the citizens said that the last barrel of flour in 
the place was sold for two hundred dollars. There 
was much suffering among the people for want of the 
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necessaries of life. They had corn-meal and bacon 
enough to keep soul and body together, and that was 
' about all." 

** Were the slaves free then ? " asked jMarcus. 

** Yes : the President's Proclamation of Emancipa- 
tion went into effect on the first day of January, 
1863. A soldier imder Gen. Banks told me, that 
he was detailed with others to guard a plantation ; 
and, while he vrus there, the master called his slaves 
together, and announced to them diat they were free. 
He offered to pay them a stipulated sum per month 
for their labor if tliey would remain with him. How- 
ever, he gave to all who desired it the privilege of 
leaving him ; but only .two of the number left. The 
gift of freedom, and fair wages, induced them to 
remain. 

~One ofoiu: chaplains, under Gen. Banks, de- 
scribes a scene that illustrates the effect of the Eman- 
cipation Proclamation, at that time, in the Gulf 
Department. A slaveholder hired a new overseer, 
who was obnoxious to the hands on account of his 
character. He had the reputation of being cniel 
and heartless in the use of the whip. On the day 
of his arrival to take charge of the plantation, the 
negroes sent a delegation to the proprietor, with their 
objections to the new overseer. The proprietor was 
enraged that colored people should thus meddle with 
his business, and told them that he should hire whom 
he pleased. They assured him, that the hands would 
not work under such an overseer. He replied with 
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an oath. The delegation went to their cabin, and all 
began to pack up tlieir little bundles; and, soon after, 
they started for Fort Jackson. The proprietor saw 
at once that times had changed ; and he sent to the 
negroes, and entreated them to return, promising 
that they should have any overseer they wanted. 
Surely the Emancipation policy had taken effect, even 
in that far-off part of our country. 

*^In this glorious march, Gen. Banks's army took 
two thousand prisoners, twenty guns, and two trans- 
ports, and destroyed three gunboats and three trans- 
ports. This was pretty good evidence of a triumphal 
march.'* 

** When did our army reach Port Hudson? ^ asked } 

Chariie. ! 

"The advance, under Gen. Auger, approached the 
place about the 20th of May. Gen. Gardner com- 
manded at Port Hudson; and he heard that the Yan- 
kees were approaching, whereupon he sent out a force * 
to reconnoitre, with directions to proceed to a place 
called Plain's Store, six or seven miles distant. The 
force had proceeded but three or four miles, when 
they encountered Gen. Auger's gallant command. 
A battle ensued, in which the Kebcls were worsted, 
and compelled to retreat within their fortifications. 

"Three days thereafter. Gen. Banks reached the 
place, and proceeded at once to invest it. It was a 
very difiicult place to capture, owing to the hilly 
nature of the country, cut by deep ravines ; and yet 
our soldiers were eager for the conflict. 

VOL. III. 6 
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"On the 27th of Maj, Gen. Banks ordered an 
assault upon the place ; and it proved unsuccessful. 
From two to three thousand men volunteered to 
make this deadly assault, and many of them were 
left upon the field. As the Forty-ninth Massachu- 
setts fell in, the brave Gen. Auger shouted to them, 
*Xow, boys, charge; and reserve your fire till you 
get into the fort. Give tliem cold steel, and, as 
you charge, cheer I Give them New England I' 

** The boys answered with a cheer, and rushed to 
the slaughter. In this day's battle, the fearless and-., 
good Gren. Chapin fell. The heat was intense ; and 
the suffering in consequence was great. In no de- 
partment, perhaps, were the duties of the soldier dis- 
charged amid so much hardship as here, on account 
of the climate. 

"Another assault was made on the 14th of June ; 
and this also proved unsuccessful. Between the 
27th of May and the 14th of June, there was almost 
incessant skirmishing, and annoying the foe, so that 
the garrison at Port Hudson found little rest night 
or day. The army and navy together kept up such 
a fire, that the Bebels found a very hot berth within 
thdr fortifications. But, on tlie 16th of June, an- 
other fierce assault was vainly made. It was an 
oppressively sultry day, such as enervates tlie strong- 
est men. Our loss was heavy, and the failure morti- 
fying. Still, the soldiers did all that was possible 
to be done. No man played tlie coward. 

"It was a day of extreme suffering to the wounded. 
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for many of them laj upon the field under a boiling 
sun, through the day, without food, drink, or medical 
aid. Gen. Paine was wounded early in the day; but 
he refused to leave the field, and remained to cheer 
on his men, though he could neither sit on his horse, 
nor hobble on his feet. Late in the day, several 
attempts were made to convey refreshments to him, 
or get him off the field ; but the fire of the enemy 
rendered it impossible. Two gallant fellows lost 
their lives in this attempt, — E. P. Woods of the 
Eighth New Hampshire, and John Williams of 
the Thirty-first Massachusetts.'' 

**The assault didn't fail for the want of courage 
then," said Charlie. 

" By no means," answered Unde William. ^ The 
Bebels themselves declared, after the surrender, that 
better charges had not been made during the war. 
They could scarcely see how it was possible for men 
to withstand such a galling fire as they poured into 
our ranks. 

^ The Eebels began now to molest the rear of Gen. 
Banks's army; and fears were entertained at the 
North, that his whole command would be captured. 
With the garrison in his front, and a Eebel army (it 
was not known how large) in his rear, his perils 
were certainly great. But, with an iron will. Gen. 
Banks resolved to accomplish his purpose, or sacrifice 
his last man and liimself too. Never, for one moment, 
did he talk of taking a backward step. When some 
of his officers, disheartened at the ill success, suggested 
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that further efforts to capture the fort would be fruit- 
less, he replied onlj with words of encouragement 
and hope; and for this tlie country has reason to 
applaud him. He took good care of both his front 
and rear, as facts abundantly prove.'' 

** Colored regiments were employed at Port Hud- 
son, I believe,'' remarked EUa. 

** Yes ; and they covered themselves with glory. 
They proved that they possessed courage and patriot- 
ism, that qualified them for the post of danger. 
They made six splendid charges, in the face of the. 
most deadly fire ; and every officer joined in bestow- 
ing upon them the highest praise, Wliite troops 
never did better. Gen, Banks made special men- 
tion of them in his official report ; and he called the 
nation to witness, that braver men did not carry a 
musket. 

**It was evident to the commanding general, that 
the Rebel garrison was short of provisions, and tliat 
sickness was making sad havoc in their ranks. The 
testimony of deserters, in connection with other infor- 
mation, confirmed him in this opinion. This satisfied 
him, that the surrender of the garrison was only a 
question of time. So he kept resolutely at work. 

^And he was right; for it appeared, after the sur- 
render, that the garrison was reduced to starvation 
diet, and the question of surrender had been agi- 
tated for two or three weeks. The Bebel com- 
mander said, that nothing but the expectation of 
ze-enforcements induced him to hold out. 



POBT HUDSON. 69 

**0n the Bixth or seventh day of July, Gen. Banks 
received a despatch from Gen. Grant announcing 
that Vicksburg had surrendered. He had ahready 
arranged for a tliird assault on the following day, 
determined that Port Hudson should fall before 
Vicksburg. A thousand picked men were all pre- 
pared to storm the fort, and capture it or die. 
They were called the 'thousand stormers.* The 
news from Vicksburg did not diminish tlieir heroism, 
of course. ' . 

•* Gen. Gardner heard that Vicksburg had fallen ; 
and he sent to Gen. Banks to learn if it were a fact, 
saying that he was prepared to consider terms of 
surrender, if Vicksburg was captured. Gen. Banks 
returned a copy of Gen. Grant's despatch, and de- 
manded immediate and unconditional surrender. Ac- 
cordingly, Port Hudson was surrendered to Gen. 
Banks on the eighth day of July. The Rebels 
marched out in front of tlieir works, and stacked 
their arms in obedience to the orders of their com- 
mander, who preceded the ceremony with tlie follow- 
ing address to Gen. Andrews, chief of Gen. Banks's 
staff: — 

•** General, I will now formally surrender my 
command to you, and for that purpose w^ill give tlie 
Drder to ground arms.' 

•* Then he proceeded to deliver up his own sword ; 
Wt Gen. Andrews returned it, saying, — 

•* * In appreciation of your bravery, however mis- 
lirected, you are at liberty to retain your sword.' 
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"Our captures here were considerable. There 
were over six thousand prisoners. 

** If Yicksburg had not fallen, Port Hudson would 
have held out longer, I suppose,** said Charlie. 

**It made onlj three days difference with the 
surrender, as Gen. Gardner himself said. He had 
resolved to give up, at the expiration of that time, if 
re-enforcements did not reach him, even though 
Yicksburg held out. So that the army, under Gen. 
Banks, should have the full credit of capturing tlie 
place. 

**The strategy of Gen. Banks should be mentioned 
also. In order to enable his boats to pass tlie 
batteries, to a point above the fortifications, he 
feigned an attack upon the place with his infantry. 
Gren. Gardner supposed that Gen. Banks was going 
to carry the place by storm ; and he partially withdrew 
his attention from the river, during which time two 
or three of our gunboats passed the batteries. The 
next step of Gen. Banks, before investing the place, 
was, by a ruse, to get Gen. Gturdner to send away a 
porticm of his force. So he feigned a withdrawal of 
his army, loading with troops the gunboats that had 
passed above the batteries, as if starting upon an im- 
portant expedition, and thus deceived the foe. The 
Bebel general supposed that an attack was contem- 
plated at another point, and hurried away a portion 
of his garrison, whereupon Gen. Banks invested the 
place." 

**How much did the fleet do towards ci^turing the 
place?** inquired Marcus. 
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^ The water wds «o low in the river as to interfere 
materially with the operations of tlie fleet. While 
the land-force must share the chief credit of taking 
Port Hudson 9 we must accord an efficient agency in 
tlie affair to the navy. This branch of our national 
arms could not damage the enemy much at Port 
Hudson ; but they were greatly annoyed by the shot 
and shell which the gunboats threw into the fort. 

*^The Bebels themselves estimated , that the Union 
army threw from fifty to seventy-five thousand shot 
and shell at them, during the siege of six weeks. 
They also admitted that their rations were exceedingly 
meagre, — that mule - meat was provided for them 
on the last of June, and that many of the soldiers 
caught mts, and ate them, saying, *They are better 
than squirrels.' 

"Many of the Rebel conscripts hod their eyes 
opened to the drift of the Rebellion before this time. 
Rev. George H. Hepworth, of Boston,* who was a 
. chaplain in this army, says that more than a thousand 
Rebels, as the Union army pursued them to Opelou- 
sas, fell behind their columns, for the sole purpose of 
being token. Mr. Hepworth conversed with them ; 
and they declared that they were glad to be taken, 
that they might go home to their families. 

•*'Yes; but, boys, haven't you any patriotism?' 
said Mr. Hepworth. * Aren't you willing to fight 
for the glorious South?' 

^ * We are not fighting for the South. We have 

• Sm hit TalwibU book, *< The Whip, Ho«, and Sword.** 
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never been difiturbed. We always got along well 
enough. The truth ia, we are all fighting for the rich 
planters, and not for ourselves/ 

''^Yes/ said another: 'we arc fighting for the 
niggers ; and their masters hire them to the Govern- 
ment) to work on trenches for eighteen dollars a 
month ; while we sleep out of doors, and get nothing 
to eat) and clothe ourselves, for eleven dollars/ 

•**They are terribly afraid a' nigger will get killed/ 
added still another, * and then they, lose their money. 
When there is prospect of a fight, they take .ill the' 
niggers out of harm's way ; but they don't care for 
us; toe didn't cost any thing. So, for one, I am 
going to care for myself. I only hope the Yankees 
will kill every planter in tlie State. Then we shall 
have peace.' " 

^ I think the last one was about right," remarked 
Charlie, at this point. 

^ And I think these facts prove that Gen. Butler 
vras about right in his views of using the blacks," 
said Ella. ^ You told us that Gen. Butler advocated 
making the best use that we could of all the blacks 
coming into our lines, because they were of great 
service to the enemy in building fortifications. For 
this reason, he called them * contrabands.* It seems 
that the Bebels paid them higher wages for this work 
than they did their soldiers for fighting." 

"A good thought," replied Uncle William. ^'I 
think the people of the country are now satisfied, 
that Gren. Butler's views were right on the^ subject. 



POBT HUDSON'. 73 

•* On another occasion, Mr. Hepworth stopped with 
a Ci'eole farmer over night, near Opelousas. While 
there, he noticed that the man appeared to be in 
great trouble of mind. 

•* • Mr. Boton, what is the trouble ? ' 

***0h dear, oh dear I I was onlj cursing Gov. 
Morton.' 

•*'That is good Christian work, certainly; and I 
hope jou find relief in it,' responded Mr. Hepworth. 
'But why do you curse that good Rebel?' 

** 'Because I voted for him, and he has ruined me,' 
replied Boton dolefully. 

" ' Why did you vote for him ? ' 

•" Oh ! we poor Creoles couldn't help it. He got 
us all in a large hall, and told us that he would get 
us rid of the United States, and we should all be 
rich men. I made objections against many of his 
measures ; but his friends only said, "Oh I he will fix 
all of that when he is Governor : " so we voted for 
him, and now we are ruined.' 

" Another incident I will relate, because it shows 
the temptations to which our soldiers are often 
exposed, and how nobly some of them, at least, 
stand up for the right. One night, near CarroUton, 
a youth in citizen's clothes was captured. On 
examination, it was discovered that he was an officer 
of the Confederate army, who had been to see his 
wealthy parents at New Orleans. He was on his way 
back to the Bebel army. He felt very badly when 
VOL. m. 7 
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he wa9 caughty because he feared that he might be 
tried and shot as a spj. He begged that his* father 
might be sent for; and at length the lieutenant 
having him in charge granted his request. His 
£uher came, and entreated that his son might go free. 
But the faithful officer was deaf to his entreaties. 
At last the father took out his note-book, trembling 
with fear and anzietj, and wrote a check for ten 
thousand dollars, and offered it to the lieutenant. 

^'^Take this, sir,' said he, *and the bank will give 
you the monej to-morrow. You have but to turn 
your head, to leave the room for three minutes, and 
my boy can escape in the darkness.' 

^'The reply of the heroic lieutenant deserves to be 
written in letters of gold, on brass and marble. He 
was the son of an -humble widow, and the offer of 
ten thousand dollars was a great temptation. But 
he rose in the majesty of his principles, and the 
strength of his fidelity, and answered, — 

**No, sir : I do my duty at all hazards."* 

*" Wasn't that noble?" exclaimed Ella. 

^'The Southerner found out that Yankees were not 
always after money," said Giarlie. 

**He certainly found one who was not," replied 
Uncle William. . **But that is not all the story. 
This young Bebd officer was delivered up to the 
military authorities at New Orleans ; and, three days 
thereafter, he appeared before his captors, to the 
surprise of the whole picket-guard, and showed a 
pass giving him permission to go beyond the Federal 
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lines I The ten thousand dollars bought some Union * 
officer, and Judas found a brother.** 

•* Shameful I ** said Ella. 

*^The bribed are worse than the briber," added 
Uncle William. 

*^Were Union men found there besides the 
negroes ?•• inquired Charlie. 

^ Yes ; though manjr of them were not bom in die 
South. The First Louisiana Regiment was on our 
side, and it represented twenty-seven different nation- 
alities. . There were Creoles, Spaniards, Frenchmen, 
Germans, Chinese, Hungarians, Jews, &c. But 
scarceljr a Union man was found among the rich 
planters. Most of this class were as bitter as one 
of whom Mr. Hepworth gives an account, which I 
will read, as it is very brief: — 

*' ^ Just beyond Carrollton is an immense and magnificent 
estate, owned by one of these Creoles. His annual yield 
of sugar is fifteen hundred hogsheads. He might have * 

taken the oath of allegiance, and thus saved his property ; 
hut he would not. The work of depredation commenced ; 
but he bore it without a murmur. First we took his wag- ^ 

ons, harnesses, and mules. He said nothing, but scowled | 

most awfully. Next we emptied • his stable of horses, for 
the cavalry service ; he did not have even a pony led, and 
was compelled to trudge along on foot ; still, nothing was j 

said. Next we took his entire crop, ground it in his own I 

sugar-hou3e, used his barrels for the molasses, and his 
hogsheads for the sugar, and marked the head of each, 
^ U.S." Not a murmur. Then his negroes — three hun- 
dred and more, house-«ervant6 and all«*took it into their 
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i :irooll7 heads to come witbin oar camp lines. The Creole 
mB most completely stripped : still, he stood in the midst 
of the rains, cursiog Abraham Lincoln, and wishing that 
he had eight, instead of four sons in the Rebel army/" 

^'A stubborn fellow,'' remarked Ella, as the 
reading ceased. 

•* That is the kind of Rebel that I like,** quickly 
responded ilarcus. "If I was going to be a Rebel) 
I would be one.** 

"Marcos is more than half right,'' said Uncle 
TVilliam. "I have very little respect for that clasr— 
at the South who ore disloyal as long as the Rebel 
cause prospers, and then suddenly become Union men 
when our armies take possession of their country. 
Such a gritty Rebel as IMr. Hepworth describes, 
commands my respect far more than a Northern man 
whose heart is with the South. Let a man be one 
thing or another, and go where his views and 
sympathies lead him. 

"But I must not dwell longer on this department 
now. I can only add a single fact to illustrate the 
spirit with which some Yankee officers worked for our 
loyal cause. 

"Lieut. Fuller, of Gen. Dudley's staff, had his 
own way of dealing with secessionists, as Mr. 
Hepworth relates. He would conceal his squad of 
men near a planter's house, and then ride up to the 
door, with the design of giving him a fair opportu- 
nity to repent. A conversation similar to the fol- 
lowing would take place: — 
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ttlsMr. within?* 

«*Hei8/ 

^ *^ell him I would like to see him/ 

^ * Your business ? ' demands the phmter^ on making 
his appearance. 

^ * I have come to inquire if jou would like to 
come under the protection of the United States, and 
take the oath of allegiance/ * 

'^^No, sir: I desire no such thing/ replies the 
pknter, in a rage. 

*** Perhaps, sir, you would like a little time to 
consider tlie point/ continues the Lieutenant. 

***No, sir: my mind is made up fullj and 
unalterably.' 

•^'Very well, sir: that is all I want to know. 
Boys/ calling to his squad of men, *you may take 
this gentleman's mules and horses, and see that his 
sugar is carted to the levee, for shipment/ 

** The planter begins to beg off. 

^*It is too late,' says the Lieutenant: *you have 
openly avowed unalterable enmity to the United 
States ; and I shall take from your plantation every 
thing which I can use for the Government, and 
every thing which I can sell for the Government.' ** 

'* Three cheers for Lieut. Fuller !" shouted Charlie. 

" Three times three, I say I ** added ^larcus. 

^ And, when you have cheered him enough, we 
will turn to the Battle of Gettysburg," remarked 
Uncle William. 
^ We are ready for it now," said Ella. 
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BATTLE OF OETTTSBUBG. 



ALL the young people remembered this terrible 
battle. Ella, Charlie, Marcus^ and Jennie had 
vivid recollections of the anxiety that was felt at the 
North, when the Rebel army, under Gen. Lee, en-" 
tered the State of Pennsylvania. They remembered, 
also, what wild joy spread from town to town with 
the news that the proud, defiant Southern army was 
defeated. The bells rang out their delight, cannons 
were fired, bonfires and illuminations lighted up cities 
and towns, rousing speeches were made, and ser- 
mons of thanksgiving to God, for victory, were 
preached. All this the children remembered. 

**It was a bold measure to invade the North,'' 
xemarked Unde William; **but Gen. Lee was in 
some measure forced to do it.*' 

"* How so ? ** inquired Elk. 

**His army was destitute of food and clothing to 
a painful extent, and his cavalry horses were worn out 
by hard service ; so that he must contrive some way 
to recruit the strength of his command. Pennsyl- 
vania was an inviting field for robbery on a large 
scale ; and Gen. Lee was too unscrupulous to refuse 
the tempting bait.'' .^ 
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**I thought that Gen. Lee issued an order to his 
men, forbidding robbeiy and violencei" remarked 
Charlie. 

^He did ; but he meant nothing by it, as the con- 
duct of his soldiers proved conclusively. For they 
seized every thing upon which they could lay their 
handsy — horseS) cattle, boots, shoes, clothing, and 
whatever would contribute to the support of an army. 
In some places, they even stopped men in the streets, 
and robbed them of their hats and caps, and ex- 
changed their rags for good apparel/' 

**I)id they pay for nothing which they took?** 
inquired Ella. 

^ They offered tlieir worthless Confederate currency 
in return, in some instances; but this was adding 
insult to robbery. What was such money worth to 
the people of Maryland and Pennsylvania? It was 
worth only the weight of the paper to the manufac- 
turer. They knew it, of course, so tliat the offer of 
Confederate money was about as great a stroke of 
villany as the stealing of horses and goods. 

*' But to get supplies for his army was not all tho 
reason that Gen. Lee had for invading the North. 
Probably he thought that the Union army was greatly 
reduced after the battle of Chancellorsville, in which 
we suffered a great loss, though we did not experience 
an actual defeat. He knew, also, that the time for 
which many of our regiments enlisted had expired. 
It would be a good time to strike when the Northern 
army was weakened and demoralized. Then, too. 
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there were manj Bcbel sympathizers in the Northern 
States ; and their conduct divided the people here to a 
certain extent, so that it was a favorable time to reap 
some advantage from this dioloyal feeling." 

**It was a shame that such half-traitors were found 
in the lojal States," said Marcus. 

^If tliis chiss had been only Aa//*- traitors, their 
sin would have been comparatively small," responded 
Unde William. **But I fear that many of them 
were just as treasonable in the sight of God as Jeff. 
Davis himself. They wanted the South to conquer.' 
They wanted the North to fail. They longed to see 
the Government of the United States overthrown. 
They had not the courage to join the Southern army, 
where their sjrmpathies were, and so they remained 
in the North to play the * snake in the grass.' " 

** And that was the reason tliey were called * Cop' 
perheads* was it not?" said Charlie. 

^ Exactly so ; and their case would have been less 
deplorable if their hecids only had been copper : but 
the greatest trouble of all was, that Uieir hearts were 
copper, so that they could not feel for their dear 
native country in her trial and anguish. They will 
be ashamed of their conduct, however, in futiure 
years. 

••Well, Gen. Lee started for the North. The 
Bebel papers announced that such was his programme, 
bnt few persons believed it. We had heard so much 
about their sacking Northern cities, and imfurling 
flag of rebellion on Bunker Hill, that it was 
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regarded as mere bravado. It was not until Lee's 
army bad actually set their feet upon Nortbem soil, 
tbat we believed they meant to invade the loyal 
States.'* 

^ How many did bis army number ?** asked Charlie. 

^ About nine^ thousand; and they were the 
veterans of the Rebel army, confident of victory, 
having a most contemptible idea of Yankee bravery 
and Northern military skill. 

**As soon as Gen. Hooker suspected an advance 
movement was to be made, he ordered Gen. Pleas- 
anton to attack Gen. Stuart, at Beverly Ford, on 
the ninth day of June. This contest resulted in the 
triumph of tlie Federal arms ; and, 'what was far 
better, Stuart's private papers were captured, amongst 
which were found orders for an immediate advance 
into Pennsylvania. With this information, there vras 
no longer doubt of Lee*s purpose ; and Gen. Hooker 
immediately put his army in motion, so as to defeat 
the design of the foe. Lee had several days the start 
of Hooker ; and he meant to flank him, and get in 
between him and Washington or Baltimore. But 
Hooker, by hard marches, managed to keep on the 
flanks of Lee, so that he could not execute the pur- 
pose with which he started. 

^Major-Gen. Couch was assigned, on the 11th of 
June, to the Department of the Susquehainna, with 
his headquarters at Harrisburg, and Major -Gen. 
Brooks to the Department of Monongahela, vrith his 
headquarters at Pittsburg. On the next day, Gov. 
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Curtln and Gen. Couch issued an appeal to the 
citizens of Pennsylvania to organize, and defend 
the State. On the ISth, the President called for 
one hundred and twenty thousand volunteers to repel 
the invaders. 

^ On the 13th of June, the Bebels reached Win- 
chester, Ya., where Gen. IVIilroy was stationed with 
a force of about nine thousand men. A battle was 
fought, and, on the first day, the Bebels were 
r^ulsed; but, on the next day, Gen. jMilroy was 
compelled to escape with such portion of his force as 
could get away. He lost nearly all his ammuni- 
tion and artillery, but succeeded in taking several 
hundred of his men to Harper's Ferry. About two 
thousand others broke through the Rebel lines, and, 
after long and wearisome straggling, reached Bloody 
Bun, Pa., where they were joined by recruits from 
the Pennsylvania militia. He ran his baggage-train 
also to Harrisburg, by Hagerstown and Chombers- 
burg. The notorious Gen. Jenkins, at the head 
of fifteen hundred Bebel cavalzy, pursued tlie bag- 
gage-train to Chambcrsburg, arriving there June 15. 
Fearing, however, that they had ventured too far 
into the enemy's country, they evacuated the place on 
June 17, and retired to the vicinity of Hagerstown, 
*to await the arrival of Lee's army.** 

^I almo;>t wonder, that Gen. Milroy was not 
captured by the Ikbel army,'' said Ella. ** He must 
be a skilful general to escape as he did with his 
small conunand, and save his bnggage-train too." 
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^ Your view is correct. Some commanders would 
have surrendered at once, and found a prison-home^ 
for a while, at Eichmond or Andersonville. But 
Gen. IVIilroy was prompt to act. At Port Bepublic, 
at one time, a soldier in his command stole a delaine 
dress, a scarf, and a small piece of carpet. Gen. 
Milroy punished him in tliis way, — he put the dress 
upon his person, tied the scarf about his neck, and 
laid the piece of carpeting carefully on his right arm, 
and then marched him through the camp, to the great 
amusement of the soldiers, and the mortification of 
tlie offender. The incident illustrates one of the 
sharp points of the General's character. 

^The first company of volunteers that reached 
Harrisburg, in response to Gov. Curtin's call, was a 
company of sixty students from Pennsylvania Col- 
lege, together witli several from the Theological 
Seminary, commanded by a student of theology. 
Our colleges and theoloj^ical seminaries have fur- 
nished many of the best and bravest soldiers during 
the war. In Pennsylvania, they have the high honor 
of being the first to go forth to repel the invaders. 
Indeed, at that time, very little had been done by the 
way of volunteering. For some strange, unaccount- 
able reason, many were unwilling to enlist. It waa 
not until the enemy was at the very gates of 
Harrisburg, that the people rallied valiantly. It 
has been supposed that the Rebels might have cap- 
tured Harrisburg on the 28th of June, when they 
approached the city. 
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**0n the twei^-sixth daj of June, the advance of 
the Bebel army rode into Gettysburg, yelling like 
savages, as they were in spirit, firing their pistols in 
every direction, not caring whether they killed or 
wounded man, woman, or child. Many of them were 
without shoes, — ragged, dirty, and filthy. Gen. 
Early demanded of the authorities 1,200 pounds of 
sugar, 600 pounds of coffee, 60 barrels of flour, 
1,000 pounds of salt, 7,000 poimds of bacon, 10 
barrels of whiskey,** 

* Yes, 111 warrant they did not forget the whiskey i** 
interrupted Charlie. 

** You remember, I suppose, that whiskey created 
one rebellion in Pennsylvania," replied Uncle William. 

**I believe it did, though I had forgotten it,** 
answered Charlie. 

** Well, they demanded, in addition to what I have 
named, 10 barrels of onions, 1,000 pairs of shoes, 
and 500 hats. All these articles were to be furnished, 
or $5,000 cash. It was a small demand in comparison 
with their demands at some places. At York, the 
people paid a premium of $28,000, to save their 
town from indiscriminate robbery. They did not get 
a single cent nor a single article at Gettysburg, 
except what they stole. 

* On the 29th of June, it became evident that the 
two armies would come into almost immediate 
collision at Gettysburg. The Rebel encampments 
could be seen with a field-glass, stretching for away 
in the distance; gnd the Bebels themselves were 
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plundering the farmers, in all the region about them» 
of com, meat, flour, cattle, and whatever would 
afford sustenance to the armj. Thej compelled the 
farmers' wives, also, to bake the flour into bread. 
On this day, the distinguished Bebel, William C. 
Yancy, died at Montgomery. 

**0n the afternoon of June 30th, nearly thirty 
thousand men of Gen. Hooker's army had arrived , 
so that Gettysburg was encompassed, on that nighty 
by more than one hundred tliousand Bebel and Union 
troops. 

*^ The fight began on tlie first day of July, tlie 
Rebel army outnumbering the Union army two to 
one. The attack was made upon our left, and was 
repulsed, and the position held against fearful odds, 
until three o'clock, p.m. Indeed, the Bebel Gen. 
Archer undertook to capture one of our brigades 
(the Iron Brigade) ; and the result was that he him- 
self was captured, with all his men, numbering fifteen 
hundred. But our right was driven back, with great 
loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners. Over nine- 
teen hundred of our men were captured by tho 
Bebels ; but all of them were subsequently retaken, 
together with an entu*e Mississippi regiment num- 
bering eight hundred." 

^ Then we saved our own men, and got twenty- 
three hundred prisoners besides," said.Charlie. **That 
was not 80 bad." 

^ Especially when we remember how much larger 
the Bebel force was than ours. Our right, of eigk* 
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teen thousand men, contended with forty thousand of 
the foe. But we have not seen tlie end of the day 
yet : our right was compelled to retreat, and, in fall- 
ing back, twenty -five hundred of our men were 
taken prisoners. 

**That changes the thing entirely,'' remarked 
Charlie. ^ The Rebels had the advantage, after all.'' 

* That is a fact ; and it would have been still worse 
for us if Gen. Howard had not covered the retreat by 
removing the heavy artillery to Cemetery Hill, where 
he could pour a galling fire into the Rebel lines. 

^Almost at the outset of tliis engagement. Gen. 
Reynolds fell at the head of liis command. He was 
a brave officer, almost reckless in the face of danger ; 
and he was riding in front of his men, encouraging 
them by the display of his own valor, when a Rebel 
sharpshooter put a ball through his head. The 
chief command then devolved on Gen. Doubleday, 
imdl Gen. Howard arrived, at half- past eleven 
o'clock, A.M. 

^Gen. Reynolds was very much beloved by his 
army. Several months before this battle, his men 
had contributed a large amount for a sword to be 
presented to him. It was one of the costliest swords 
ever made, with beautiful and appropriate designs 
upon it. The scabbard was of gold, and the whole 
weapon was a fit symbol of the strength of the 
attachment of his soldiers to him. They grieved 
over his fiill with unfeigned sorrow ; and, after the 
conflict, one of their number was dctaUed to go to 
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Philadelphia, and present it to his sister. The sword 
was completed, and ready for presentation, before the 
Battle of Gettysburg ; but there had been no oppor- 
tunity to present it with that ceremony and parade 
with which the soldiers desired to honor the occa- 
sion. 

^ The fight of the first day lasted from half-post 
nine o'clock, a.m., to four, p.m. Our killed and 
wounded exceeded by far that of the enemy. The 
Bebels said that they had won a great victory ; and 
they were flushed with hope, anticipating a more glo- 
rious triumph on the following day. We must con- 
fess,' that it was not a hopeful look that our cause bore 
at the close of the day. Many of our noble patriots 
trembled for the result of the next day's battle. 

^ Th^ Rebel army occupied the town on the night 
of July 1 ; and their exultant boastings were heard 
by a few of the citizens. 

^ * No power that tlic North can bring can repel our 
invasion,' said one. *\Ve will have them begging 
for peace within a week.' 

^ * We shall not stop short of Philadelphia,' said 
another. * We have taken five thousand of the Yan- 
kees prisoners ; and to-morrow we will take the rest 
of their army.' 

^ This is a specimen of the expectations of the 
Bebels at the close of that day, flushed, as they were, 
with victory. • 

^ In the morning. Gen. Reynolds advised the 
residents of the west end of the town to leave their 
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liomee» and retire to a safe position north and east of 
the borough. Those who acted upon this advice 
returned to their dwellings to find them plundered ; 
while those who remained, seeking refuge in their 
cellarSy as manj women and children did, saved most 
of their property. 

^ Wednesday night . and Thursday morning were 
spent by both armies in constructing breastworks, 
digging rifle -pits, and bringing artillery and the 
different corps into position. Before midnight, 
Wednesday night, Gen. Slocum arrived with the 
Twelfth Corps. Soon after, Gen. Sickles came with 
the Third Corps ; and Gen. Meade, who superseded 
Gen. Hooker, arrived to take command at one 
o'clock, A.M. At six o'clock, a.m., Hancock reached 
the place with the Second Corps and the Artillery 
Eeserve.** 

^How fortunate I '^ exclaimed Ella. **Just in 
time." 

* And now our army must have numbered nearly 
as many as Lee's,'' said Charlie. 

**No: not over sixty thousand; and the Kebels had 
twenty or thirty thousand more than that. But the 
Bebels found a great change in the strength of their 
foe on the next day. They did not renew the battle 
until four o'clock, p.m., when they opened a terrific 
artillery fire upon our guns, and soon after made an 
infantry attack upon our left. The fight became 
general along the whole line, and both armies fought 
with the greatest desperation, Tb9 enemy endeav- 
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ored to break our left, and flank us; and this he 
almost accomplished. Just when it seemed that his 
purpose would be executed, Gen. Sykes arrived with 
the Fifth Corps, and gallantly came to the rescue. 

*^It was truly providential, and we have great 
reason to bless the Lord for his interposition," 
continued Uncle William. **Even with this re- 
cnforcemcnt, the Rebels captured four pieces of 
Bigelow*8 battery, which were afterwards re-taken. 
They drove oar men before them, and advanced to 
the summit of Little Round Top, when Gen. Craw- 
ford's division of the Fifth Corps, consisting of two 
brigades of Pennsylvania Reserves, having been held 
until this time as a reserve, charged upon them with 
a shout that made the welkin ring. They drove 
them down the rocky sides of the hill at the point of 
tlie bayonet, across the valley below, and over the 
next hill into the woods, before they stopped. And j 

they captured three hundred prisoners in performing 
tlie daring feat. 

" Now was the moment for the whole Union army 
on the left to strike a telling blow. With one 
mighty movement forward along the lines, the whole 
Rebel army in front was compelled to retire. Our 
left, was safe ; and it held Little Round Top, on 
whose summit twelve thirty^pound Parrott guns were 
immediately placed. The Pennsylvania Reserves, 
many of whom fought within sight of their homes 
and loved ones, did noble service, and held this 
stronghold until the close of the battle. 

VOL. Ill, 8 
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**Buty as soon as the battle ceased on our le/tj it 
was renewed on onr right. The attempt was also 
made to brealc our centre, and capture our guns. 
The Louisiana Tigers were detailed to make the 
charge. Never did warriors make a more terrific 
charge. Half of their number were killed or 
wounded before they reached the stone wall in front 
of the guns ; and yet some of them rushed over the 
- wall up to the very muzzles of the guns, then too 
I hot to be worked, and cried * surrender/* Our 

gunners actually beat them back with clubs' and 
stones. The charge was a failure. J£ it had beeoi 
successful, the Battle of Gettysburg would have 
been lost to the Federal cause. 

**At the same time, Ewell directed another des- 
perate charge against the G^welfth Corps in the rear 
of Gulp's Hill. It was a sanguinary encounter ; but 
our men drove back the assailants, and covered the 
earth with their dead and dying. These charges 
lasted for two and a half hours, and the thunder of 
; . cannon was appalling. Near Spangler^s Spring, 

*, however, there was a small disaster to. our arms. 

, The enemy broke the lines, and advanced to a point 

' near the Baltimore turnpike ; but dared not advance 

further, lest they might &11 into a trap. Thus the. 
second day of battle closed decidedly in our favor. 
The Bebel Gen. Barksdale fell in this day's battle. 

*0n that night, as the Bebels returned to the 
streets of the town, they were heard to express doubt 
about success. 
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I am discouraged/ said one. 

*** A strong position the Yankees hold; and I am 
afraid that we cannot carry it/ added another. 

**And thus the conversation continued, no one 
appearing to exult as on die previous night. 

** After supper, the Rebel commanders began to 
arrange for the third day's battle. There was little 
rest to the Rebel army. The work of Friday, July 
3, as. laid out by Gen. Lee, was for Ewell to throw 
his whole force upon and break our right; and 
Longstreet was to do the same on our left centre. 

*^ At early dawn, of July 3, our artillery opened 
upon the foe in earnest. At sunrise, the enemy 
made an infantry attack. The Rebels wei*e deter- 
mined to be victorious : it was a case of life and 
death with them. The Union soldiers were equally 
resolved to conquer : it was a case of life and death 
with them too. And so tlie battle raged furiously, 
cannons roaring, shells shrieking, warriors yelling, 
guns rattling ; and all this, mingled with the groans 
of the dying and the cries of the suffering and | 

wounded, created an indescribable scene of terror. 

**It was the crisis with the. Rebel caus^. Gen. 
Lee must run great risks if he would win. So he 
staked his all on a movement of Pickett's division 
of Longstreet's Corps, consisting of the brigades of 
Gamett, Kempes, and Armistead; and they moved, a 
black mass of heroic men, towards tlie Emmettsburg 
road. They thought they were moving against the 
Pennsylvania militia ; but they found their mistake. 
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wlien our ftrmj, having waited until they approached 
within easj range, belched upon them a storm of 
shot and shell that laid them out in great swaths 
of dead men. 

** * The Army of the Potomac 1 ' they cried, and 
hesitated and staggered before the leaden hail. 

^ * Boys, the enemy is ours I ' shouted our brave 
Gen. Webb, seeing the enemy waver; and his 
brigade rushed forward, and captured eight hundred 
prisoners. Stanuard's brigade captured as many 
more, and capturing continued until our prisoners 
amoimted to thirty-five hundred. Fifteen stands of 
colors, also, were captured. Of the Eebel generals, 
Gamett was killed, Armistead mortally and Kempes 
seriously wounded. Of our generals, Hancock and 
Gibbon were slightly wounded. This was our 
success on the left. 

** On the right, the enemy was fighting hard. We 
had gained no particular advantage there. But now 
the Pennsylvania Beserves were ordered to charge 
upon a battery on a hill in front, and which had 
proved very annoying. They took the battery in 
splendid s^le, together with three hundred prisoners, 
and five thousand stand of arms ; and they drove the 
enemy a full half-mile beyond the line which ho had 
occupied during the day. And this ended the Battle 
of Gettysburg, about five o'clock, p.m., of July 3. 

^ A soldier who participated in this battle told me 
that there was much hand-to-hand fighting in this 
stnigglei and that, too, of the most relentless kind. 
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He was detailed with a party to bury the dead, 
during the progress of the engagement on the third 
day. Such was the fighting, and the two armies 
swayed back and forth in such a manner, that tlie 
buiying party actually found themselves in the midst 
of the contending waniors ; and they were obliged to 
fight the Rebels with their spades.** 

^ How dreadful is war I " exclaimed Ella. 

** It is so indeed. Nothing but the dire necessity 
should ever lead us to resort to arms/' replied Uncle 
William. 

*^This was one of the greatest battles ever fought, 
was it not?^ asked Cliarlie. 

^ It was equal to Waterloo. In that famous battle, 
about the same number of soldiers as both armies had 
at Gettysburg were engaged; and about the same 
number of cannon %ere employed in the t\vo con- 
tests. In this battle, our loss was four thousand 
killed, twelve thousand wounded, and four thousand 
prisoners; while the Rebels lost five thousand five 
hundred killed, twenty-qne thousand wounded, nine 
thousand prisoners, and four thousand stragglers or 
deserters. Total loss of Union army, about twenty 
thousand ; of the Rebel army, forty thousand ; loss 
of both armies, sixty thousand. It was about so at 
Waterloo. The Allies lost about twenty thousand ; 
the French, forty thousand ; total, sixty thousand. 
The results of Waterloo to Europe were not more 
important than the results of Gettysburg were to the | 

United States.** I 

f 
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^'(Jen. Lee was the best general of the South, I 
belierei'' remarked Charlie* 

*I have no doubt that he was their best oom- 
mander, although he was not so considered at the 
opening of the war. Then Beauregard and Johnston 
were the idols of the Southern people. As to his 
honorable character, in conducting the war, . I 
remember that he was charged with inhumanity at 
the Battle of Gettysburg, in respect to one of our 
hospitals ; and I have recently met with a letter from 
& yeteran soldier, who was an eye-witness to the fact 
at Gettysburg, and I will read it.'' Uncle William 
read the following : — 

*V» tbt lUkboa of Um Xmlng Potl. 

^ Seeing Gen. Lee's name among those who you think 
should be sent to a foreign land to live, I think the following . 
statement, which any soldier who was at the Seminary 
Hospital, July 2 and 8, 1863, will certify to, may change 
the kindly feeling which so many have to the real Rebel 
leader of the last year. 

^Gen. Lee, at the Battle of Gettysburg, made the 
Seminary, filled with our men and marked as a sacred 
place by our hospital flag, his headquarters, and caused his 
best battery to be placed in front, where for many hours its 
destructive fire remained unanswered. It was the only 
battery which did not throw up a breastwork ; and, as soon 
as our artillerists could make up their minds to fire towards 
our hospital, the Rebels moyed away. I doubt whether 
any OTilised nation has many officers who would so totally 
disregard hcmorable rules of warfare as Gen. Lee has done. 
As a soldier who has made no small sacrifice to preserve 
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the Uilion, I bbj the arm j will not be satisfied until the 
South's best men answer for the crime of high treason, as 
a pledge and warning for all our lives ; and the more the 
Bebels love and admire the man who suffers as an example, 
the greater will be their punishment in his death. The 
war is over. Let the soldiers speak out, and prevent all 
mildness and concessions to the arch-traitor and mainstay 
of the Eebellion. Fibst Abmt Cobps. 

''MsADVXLLB, Pa., Jane 21, 1865. 

^ That is very much like other cases of Bebel bar- ^ 
barity to our soldiers," remarked Uncle William, as 
he closed the letter. ^ Gen. Lee had only to speak 
the word at Richmond, and the barbarities practised 
upon our soldiers in Libby Prison, and at Bell Isle, 
would never have occurred. He might have stopped 
that inhuman treatment at any time. But he did not4 
he was too glad to have these cruelties perpetrated.'' 

^ And yet it is said that some men in New York 
have raised sixty thousand dollars to give him,'' 
remarked Ella. 

" Yes ; and I scarcely know whether Gen. Lee, or 
the Northern secessionists who would give him the 
money, deserve the death-penalty most. 

** A fiiend told me another incident of this bloody 
contest. He was present as a chaplain ; and an inti- 
mate friend of his led a squad of soldiers against a 
battery which the foe was planting on an eminence* 
While this officer was waving his sword in the air, 
and cheering on his men, a cannon-ball cut off his 
arm, and the sword dropped with it to the ground. 
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He seized the 8word with his left hand, and swinging 
it aloft, as if nothing had happened, another Bebel 
ball cut off his left arm, 

^ * Never mind, boys I ' he shouted, * we must take 
that battery : it won't do for the enemy to hold that 
position.' 

^And, suiting the action to the word, he rushed 
forward at the head of his men, and drove the enemy 
firom the position. Leaping upon one of the guns, 
the armless hero lifted his bleeding stumps, and gave 

a shoiA of triumph, at which a Bebel officer shot him . 

through the heart.'' 

* How base and mean I " said Qiarlie. 

^Yes: they ought to have had magnanimity 
enough to let such a hero live. And yet I suppose 
that we ought not to look to Bebels for magnanimity : 
it is certain that very little of it has been discovered 
in the Southern army. 

* You will always remember how memorable was 
the 4th of July, 1863. Yicksburg surrendered 
to Gen. Grant. Lee retreated from Gettysburg, 
having been handsomely whipped. There was also 
quite a battle at Helena, Ark., in which the Union 
£»roes, under Gen. Prentice, were victorious. We 
captured one thousand prisoners there. It was on 
that day, also, that the Bebel Vice-President, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, went down the James Biver 
on his firuitless errand. 

*The victory at Gettysburg, in connection with 
others of great importance to the country, caused 
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loyal hearts to rejoice. The President was moved 
with a deep sense of gratitude to God; and he 
appointed a National Thanksgiving for the sixth daj 
of August. It was a memorable period in our 
struggle." 

^ Was not Gen. Sickles wounded in tlie Battle of 
Gettysburg ?** inquired Charlie. 

**He was. He lost a le^; when he was leadini? his 
men forward bravely. Major-Gens. Hood, Pender, 
and Trimble were badly wounded also.** 

^ Gen. Howard distinguished himself in this battle, 
did he not?" said Ella. 

. *^Yes: die one-armed, noble Cliristian hero per- 
formed an important part in saving the fortunes of 
the day. And Gen. Meade, too, who commanded 
our army in that conflict, displayed decided general- 
ship in Imndling his forces. *Ah, Gen. Meade I' 
said one, * you are in great danger of being President 
of the United States.' — * No,' quickly added another, 
standing near, * finish well this work so well begun ; 
and the position you have is better and prouder than 
{hat of a President.' 

** After the battle, a dead Federal soldier was 
found in a sheltered spot ; and both his hands were 
clutching an ambrotjrpe of three children, two boys 
and a girl, and holding it so as to meet his dying 
gaze. He had crawled to the spot, no doubt, after 
he was mortally wounded, and there drew from his 
pocket the ambrotype, to satisfy the yearnings of a 
father's love in his expiring moments. The ambro- 

VOL. III. 9 
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type was sent to a gentleman in Phllodelpliia, who 
advertised the incident; and thereby the soldier's 
fiunilj was found." 

* Where did they live ? ** asked Charlie. 

*In the State of New York ; and they were cared 
for by benevolent people ; and thousands of copies 
of that ambrotype have been taken and sold for the 
benefit of the children. 

*In a part of that fight was an aged citizen of 
Gettysburg, more than seventy years old. He was 
in the war of 1812. When the Ecbels commenced 
the invasion of the North, Bums said that every loyal 
man should be prepared to meet the foe. He took 
-down an old State musket that he had in the house, 
and commenced running bullets for it. 

** What in the world are you doing?' said his wife. 

^ * Oh I I thought some of the boys would want the 
old gun; and I am getting it ready for them/ 
answered Bums. When the Bebels reached Gettys- 
burg, and the soldiers began to pour in from the 
North to meet them, the old hero caught a glimpse 
of the stars and stripes, and his patriot heart 
yeamed to defend them. Seizing his old musket, he 
rushed out of the house, with the fire flashing in his 
aged eyes. 

** Where are you going?' shouted Mrs* Bums. 

* * To see what is going on,' he replied. 

* He went immediately to a Wisconsin regiment, 
and asked to be admitted. He was accepted; and his 
old musket was exchanged for an Enfield rifle. He 
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fought with great bravery, and was finallj wounded 

and carried from the field*** i 

*" If he was in the war of 1812,** remarked 
Giarlie, **I think his father must have been in the 
Bevolution of 1776. The fire of *76 was certainlj 
:in his heart.*' 

^ So every one would saj. His house was visited, 
after the battle, by a great many people, even 
generals and governors. Valuable presents were 
given to him, in appreciation of his heroic spirit. 

^ There was a heroine also in this battle,** con- 
tinued Uncle William. 

"" Who ? ** asked Ella, with much interest. 

**Her name was Jennie Wade. Before the battle» 
as well as while the conflict was waging, she was 
engaged in baking bread for the Federal army. ^ 

With unwearied exertions, night and day, she 
worked to provide food for the army. She occupied 
a house in range of the guns of both armies, for a 
time, and, when ordered to leave by the Bebels, she 
sternly refused, though the balls and shells flew thick 
and fast around her dwelling. At length a Minie- 
ball passed through her heart, and she fell a martyr 
to her country's cause. Just before our forces drove 
back the foe, a Bebel o£Bicer fell near the house of 
Jennie Wade; and a coffin was brought for his 
remains. . At that point, the enemy was repulsed ; 
and the corpse of Jennie Wade was laid in the cotBn 
designed for the Bebel officer.** 

**! wish she could have lived,** said Ella. 
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*Nooe of us could wish less than thaty** replied 
Uncle William* 

^ You have not told us how many battle-flags were 
captured in all,'' said Marcus. 

**No : I told jou of fifteen captured in one 
splendid charge that was made. The whole number 
captured was thirty-one ; and Gen. Meade sent them 
to the War Department at Washington." 

** There were no colored soldiers in this battle, I 
belieye," remarked Charlie. 

**None; but tlie colored soldiers were fighting .. 
nobly on other battle-fields. And I should say here, 
that a company of patriotic colored men in Phila- 
delphia volunteered to defend the State, at the call 
of Got. Curtin; but Gen. Couch declined to 
accept their services, on the ground that the War 
Department had called no negroes into the service 
for less time than three years. 

* Bather a slim reason for declining this class 
of soldiers in such a fearful crisis, especially when 
Gov. Curtin called them out I If my house were on 
fire, I should not stop to question whether men 
Tallying to extinguish the flames had been properly 
iodncted into the flre department. • If they succeeded 
£a putting the fire out, I should be thankful, even 
though they did it outside of the law." 

** That is what I think," said Marcus. "^ If a black 
man will fight cU stick a iime^ let him fight." 

** Exactly so. I have already told you somewhat 
of the courage of colored soldiers in certain engage* 
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ments. I think I must stop here, and give you a 
brief histoiy of the employment of negroes in the 
military service. It was a serious question for the 
country to settle.** 

** I should like to hear it, for one,** said Ella. 

^ Our vote for it would be unanimous,'* remarked 
Charlie. 

**You may as well have it now as any time," 
responded Uncle William; and he proceeded to 
apeak of this branch of the military service. 
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COLORED 80LDIEBS. 

••/^OV. ANDREW, of Massachuaette, claims 
VX the honor of furnishing the first regiment of 
colored soldiers from the North, for the war,** said 
Uncle William. 

•* What regiment was that?** inquired Charlie. 

^ The Fiftj-fourth S^Iassachusetts. On the last of 
Januaiy, 1863, the Government authorized him 'to 
recruit colored soldiers for the service ; and he went 
to work with a will. Much time was consumed in 
securing that order. The opposition to the measure 
was very strong indeed. The General Government 
was hard pressed to withhold its sanction from the 
policy. But Providence brought us into straits, as 
I think, in order to make us deal justly with the col- 
ored race. We met with reverses ; we needed more 
men ; we wanted them faster than we obtained them 
by draft and enlistment. Hence, we were compelled 
to accept the enlistment of negroes as a necessity. 
Gov. Andrew persevered until he was permitted to 
enlist this class.** 

**Were colored men never employed as soldiers 
before?'' inquired Ella. 

^ Oh, yes : they were employed in the last war 
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with England, as well as in the war of the Bevolution 
in 1776. An officer in Gen. Burgoyne's armj, at 
the time of its surrender, wrote to one of his friends, 
that there was scarcely a Federal regiment in whidx 
negroes were not found.*' 

*^Then they did not have the colored men in 
regiments by themselves," said Charlie. 

^ Not generally. At tiie Battle of Bunker EBll, 
negroes fought side by side with white men ; and a 
braver man than Peter Salem, once a slave, was 
not found upon the field. It was he who shot Major 
Pitcaim, of the British Marines, just as he mounted 
the redoubt, shouting, * The day is ours t * 

^Another negro distinguished himself in that 
battle, so that fifteen officers signed a memorial to 
the * General Court of Massachusetts Bay,' recom- 
mending him to the high consideration of that body. 
In that memorial they say, * We declare that a negro 
man called Salem Poor, of Col. Frye's regiment, 
Capt. Ames's company, in the late battle at Charles- 
town, behaved like an experienced officer, as well as 
an excellent soldier. The reward due to so great and 
distinguished a character we submit to Congress.' 

** I will read you here what Mr. Bancroft says, in 
the seventh volume of his * History of the United 
States.'" Uncle William read the following para- 
graph s -7- 

^ ' Nor should history forget to record, that, as in tbe 
army of Cambridge, so also in this gallant band [at Banker 
Hill], the free negroes of the colony had their representa- 
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tives. For the right of free negroes to bear amiB in the 
public defence, was, at that day, as little disputed in New 
En^and as their other rights. Thej took their place, not 
in a separate corps, but in the ranks with the white man; 
and their names may be read on the pension-rolls of the 
country, side by side with those of other soldiers of 
the Bevolution."* 

*It is news to me that colored men fought for us 
in the American Bevolution,'* remarked Ella, when 
the reading ceased. ^We had slaves then in 
Massachusetts, I think.^ 

** Yes ; but many slaves all over the country wero 
set firee, that they might become soldiers. The 
people thought it would be cruel and inconsistent to 
ask a slave to fight for American freedom, imless 
freedom was granted to him. 

^In the war of 1812, many a colored man dis- 
tinguished himself on land and sea* The commander 
of the private-armed schooner *Gov. Tompkins' 
Telates, that, in an engagement witli a British frigate, 
two of lus colored men were mortally wounded, when 
they were fighting with a heroism that pught to 
'secure their fame as long as bravery is considered a 
virtue.' One of them, John Johnson, urged forward 
his shipmates, as he lay weltering in his blood, by 
shouting, *JF^re away^ hoys; no haul a color 
dov>nt* The other, John Davis, gasping in the 
agonies of death, begged to be thrown overboard, 
because *he was in the way of others.' 

** Perhaps you may know that the brave old Gen. 
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Jackson called upon the free negroes of the South to 
enlist, and that they fought with him in the famous 
Battle of New Orleans in 1814. That they fought 
well, we know from an address of Gen. Jackson to 
them, which I will now read : — 

^To THB Men of Color. — Soldiers I From the 
shores of Mobile, I collected jou to arms ; I invited jou 
to share in the perils and to divide the glorj of your white 
countiTmen. I expected much from you ; for I was not 
uninformed of those qualities which must render you so 
formidable to the invading foe. I knew that you could 
endure hunger and thirst, and all the hardships of war. I 
knew that you loved the land of your nativity, and that, 
like ourselves, you bad to defend all that is most dear to 
man. But you surpass my hopes. I have found in you, 
united to these qualities, that noble enthusiasm that impels 
to great deeds.** 

**It seems, then,'' said Charlie, as the book was 
laid aside, ** that the idea of negroes being cowards, 
and not competent to fight, is a modem one.'' 

^ Of course it is ; and that idea is confined to 
pro-slavery sympathizers with the South, in the 
main. Every white man was not in favor of making 
soldiers of colored men in 1776 or in 1812 ; but 
those who opposed it were mainly Tories, who 
befriended our enemies. And so it has been in this 
war. The opposition to enlisting negroes has been 
confined chiefly to Bebel sympathizers. I thank the 
Lord that the opposition was overcome, and that 
the colored man has been permitted to fight for his 
country." 
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** And what a shame it would be now, if he were 
not made free I ** said Ella. 

••He is free," quickly added Charlie. "The 
President's decree of Emancipation made him free." 

••That is true," said Uncle William ; '•and the 
conduct of the colored race during the progress of 
the Ecbcllion has fairly entitled them to liberty." 

••You said that the first colored regiment from the 
North was the Fifty-fourth Massachusetts; were 
there colored regiments raised at the South before 
that time?"^ inquired Ella. 

••Yes: about the time that Goy. Andrew was 
authorized to recruit colored men in Massachusetts, 
Gen. Sazton completed the organization of a negro 
regiment in South Carolina. In announcing the 
event, Gen. Saxton spoke in the highest terms of 
the regiment. Listen : I will read from the • Bebel- 
lion Becord' what he says of it : -— 

^'la oxidization, drill, discipline, and morals, this regi- 
ment, for the length of time it has been in service, is 
not surpassed by any white regiment in this department 
Should it ever be its good fortune to get into action, I have 
no iear bnt it will win its way to the confidence of those 
who are willing to recognize courage and manhood, and 
vindicate the wise policy of the administration in putting 
these men into the field, and giving them a chance to strike 
a blow for the country and their own liberty. In no 
xegiment have I ever seen duty performed with so much 
cheerfulness and alacrity; and, as sentinels, they are 
peculiarly vigilant I have never seen, in any body of 



COLORED SOLDIEBS. 107 

men, sach enthusiasm, and deep-seated devotion to their 
officers, as exist in this. * They will surely go wherever 
thej are led.' 

^We saw that they could fight well, in the charges 
at Port Hudson,'' remarked Uncle William, ceasing 
to read. As Gen. Saxton speaks of their unusual 
fidelity as sentinels, I must relate an incident which 
Mr. Hepworth gives in his book : — 

'^ All the slaves of a certain planter left him, and went 
to New Orleans. AAer a while, all but one of them re- 
turned to their master, under the system of labor adopted. 
The missing one was the most valuable of all, because 
he was a carpenter, intelligent and shrewd. The master 
searched for him, and found, at last, that he had enlisted in 
one of the colored regiments, and was stationed at the town 
buildings. He went thither ; and, to his surprise, Joe was 
marching back and forth with an Enfield rifle in his hand, 
doing the duty of a sentineL His soldier's suit so changed 
his appearance, that his old master scarcely knew him. 
Joe took no notice of him, but continued to pace back and 
forth. On the plantation, he would have lifled his hat to 
the owner of his soul and body ; but now Joe owned hiQi- 
self. After a little hesitation, the planter decided to run 
guard. In an instant, Joe challenged him, and brought 
him to a stand with his bayonet. 

** *' Why, Joe, what are you doing ? ' said the planter. 

<^< Nobody can't pass, sir, without a permit: dose my 
orders, sir.' 

^ < But don't you know me, Joe ? I have business with 
your coloneL' 

<< < CAn't h^lp ity sir : must obey orders. Fall back, sir.* 
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<* The planter then tried to send a message to the colonel ; 
bat be failed. One negro pretended to take the message 
to him, and returned, saying that the colonel would be at 
leisure soon. After keeping him waiting a half-hour or 
more, another negro came to inform him that the colonel 
could not see anybody. By this time, the planter suspected 
the game, and hastened away, disgusted with faithful negro 
soldiers.'^ 

^Good for Joel** exclaimed Marcus. ^The 
planter was fairly outwitted that time." 

**He found that Joe the slave-carpenter was not 
quite as shrewd as Joe the frttman^ said Uncle 
William ; ^ and I fanqr that freedom will make this 
difference with the negroes generally, as a class. 

^Another instance occurred in the Army of the 
Cumberland : -— 

^ A rich old planter was taken prisoner, and taken to the 
Federal camp just at night, when he fell into a deep sleep. 
Awaking about midnight, the moon shining into his face, 
be looked up, and observed to his surprise that a negro 
was his guard ; and, worse still for him, the negro was one 
of his own slaves a short time before. He could not stand 
that. He became furious and threatening^ and yelled 
oot,— 

««SamboI' 

«<Well,massa?' 

^* Send for the colonel to come here immediately. My 
own slave can never stand guard over me ; it's a great out- 
nge ; no gentleman would submit to it' 

^ Laughing b his sleeve, the dark-&ced soldier promptly 
called out, < Corpl 4e goardP 
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^ That dignitary appeared ; and presently the colonel fol« 

lowed. 

^Afler listening to the Southerner's impassioned ha- 
rangue, which was full of invectives, the colonel tamed to 
the negro with, — 

«*SamI\ 

« ' Yes, colonel 1 ' 

^ * You know this gentleman, do you ? * 

^ * Ob course : he's Massa B., and has big plantation in 
Alabam'/ 

^< Well, Sam, just take care of him to-night/ and the 
officer walked away. 

^As the sentinel again paced his beat, the gentleman 
from Alabama appealed to him in an argument. 

" 'Listen, Sambo ! ' 

^ * You hush, dar : Pse done gone talkin' to you now. 
Hush, Rebel 1 ' was the negro's emphatic command, bring* 
ing down his musket to a charge-bayonet position, by waj 
of enforcing silence." 

^ The slaves have always proved true to us, have 
they not?" said Ella; "whether soldiers or not.'* 

"Always; and much valuable information they 
have communicated to our armies. They have been 
pilots to our men through forests where guerillas lay 
in wait ; they have risked life, often, to carry impor- 
tant intelligence to our lines; they have taken our 
sick men into their lowly cabins, and nursed them ; 
and in a thousand ways they have proved true to the 
North. Mr. Hepworth relates, that he asked a stal- 
wart negro where his master's horses were, desiring^ 
to exchange his jaded animal for a fi*esh one. . The 
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negro replied that he did not know. Mr. Hepworth 
rather suspected that he was not speaking the truth, 
and said, -— 

^ * Tom, jou are trying to cheat me : you do know 
where I can get a horse ; but you won't tell.' 

'''Marster, Yore God, I tells de truff. £f I 
knowed, Td tell, shure. You give me free; and do 
you tink I wouldn't give you massa's horse ef I 
knowed where he was?' 

^ One day, near Opelousas, a slave rushed out of 
a cabin, as Mr. Hepworth was passing. 

*** Alassa,' he exclaimed, *ef you wants me to. 111 
tell you where there he's two bosses of de ole man's.' 

••How far off?' 

•*'Bout half a mile, massa, and hid in de thick 
canebrake.' 

•*But why, you young rascal, do you come here, 
and discover to us your master's property? You 
ought to have more love for him than to do such a 
thing.' 

•* When my massa. begins to lub'me, den it'll be 
time enuff for me to lub him. What I wants is to 
get away. I want you to take me off from dis plan- 
tation, where I can be free.' 

**They went for the horses, and, lo I they were not 
in the swamp. The slave said he would call Jean, 
another negro on the plantation. Jean came. 

^ * Jean, I hear you have hidden two good horses 
in the canebrake. Will you show me where they 
•le?' 
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•* After a little hesitation, he replied, — 

^* Yesy mossa, I will show you where dem hosses 
is* Be ole folks will kill me nccr-a-most, if dey ever * i 

finds it out ; but you'se de people dat sets us free, j 

and we poor colored folks ought to do what little wo 
can for you.' He produced the horses* ' 

** Said Mr. Hepworth, to a double-fisted negro, — i 

** * Tom, they tell me that you won't fight if you do | 

enlist; and that you love your masters so much, \ 

that, the moment you meet them on the battle-field, I 

yOu will throw down your own arms, and rush into ; | 

theirs. Is that so?' *' 

^ Straightening up with a new sparkle in his eyes, . | 

Tom answered, * Lieutenant, I know dey says dese 
tings ; but dey lies. Our masters may talk now all 
dey choose ; but one ting is sartin, — dey donH dare 
to try U8. Jess put de guns in our ban's; and 
you'll soon see dat we not only knows how to shoot, 
but who to shoot. My massa wouldn't be wuff ' I 

much ef I was a soldier.' * I 

^Tom was right; and the service that colored \ | 

regiments have rendered to the country proves that 
they know ' how ' and ' whom ' to shoot. 

••Only one. incident more,"" continued Undo Wil- 
liam, ••to show the ability of negroes to fight, as 
well as their fidelity to the North. I will give it 
in Mr. Hepworth's fxyru ,wo^s." ^Upple William 
read:— 

^ I have a servant (Tom Taylor)^ black and shiny as * 
patent-leather, who was present atr^the.Sattle of- Baton 



I 

1 I 



; 1 



112 rnsTonr of thb bebeluon. 

Boage, and behaved spleodidlj. He was the only man on 
the field with an ambulance. He caught a runaway horse 
and buggy, and drove where the fight was thickest ; and 
when a soldier fell, he took him in his arms, placed him in 
his buggy, and drove him to the hospitaL This he con- 
tinued to do while the fight lasted. Gen. Dudley spoke in 
the highest terms of his bravery, and said that he did good 
service on that bloody day. 

^He came to me one morning in great heat, and 
trembling violently. 

** * Why, Tom, what's the matter ? * 

^'O Lieutenant 1 my ole massa's down below, an' I 
'spec' he wants me. Now I tell you what: ef a white 
man acts bravely on de field, and gives ebery ting he got 
for his country, de people all praise him ; but, ef a black 
man does de same ting, nobody cares a cent. Now, I did 
all I could at Baton Rouge ; and what I ought ter have is 
my freedom.' 

'''And that, Tom, you shall have. If your master 
comes to get you. Til shoot him.' 

'^ He did not fear Rebel bullets ; but at thought of his 
master, and a return to slavery, his joints gave way, and 
be muttered and stuttered so that I could hardly under- 
stand him. 

" He was in high spirits the next day, as cheery as a 
cricket, and made a characteristic speech. 'Lieutenant,' 
he said, ' de ole flag never did wave quite right Der was 
sumting wrong about it, — there wasn't any star in it for 
de black man. Prhaps der was in dose you made in de 
North ; but, when dey got down here, de sun was so hot 
we couldn't see it. But, since de war, it's all right De 
black man has his star : iiU d$Jng on$ in de middle.' 

** Tom is a rough boy ; but, unconsciously, he qqc^ 49 a 
while stumbles upon a huge fact" "^ 
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^ There,^ remarked Uncle William, ^ that must do * [ 

to illustrate the courage and fitness of the colored \ j 

people for militaiy duty. I must be a little more ; > 

specific in regard to the doings of Congress in this j 

matter. It seemed as if the nation would never 
come up to its duty on this question. 

** Directly after the first battle of Bull Run, in 
1861 1 Congress passed a bill emancipating slaves 
whom the Bebels employed in the Rebellion to build 
fortifications 9 wait upon officers, &o. This was done 
because thousands of them were employed by the 
foe in this manner. Many of our people began to . 
see that they were a source of strength to the South. 
A majority of the members of Congress saw it, and 
passed the bill named. 

^ The next step of Congress was to pass a bill 
which forbade the giving back of slaves to their mas- 
ters. As our armies advanced into the enemy's 
country, the slaves came into our lines, and many 
officers would return them to their masters.** 

Troslavery officers,** remarked Charlie. ''It was 
a shame to the country.** 

^ It was, surely ; and Congress must have so 
regarded it, because they passed an act dismissing . 
from service officers guilty of surrendering these 
fugitives. 

**Kext, Congress abolished slavery in the District 
of Columbia. You see, the antislavery spirit was 
growing, and now it was strong enough to abolish 
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daveiy in the District of Columbiay over which the 
nation exercises exdusive jurisdiction. 

^ There existed also in the District of Columbia, 
a * black code ' of laws, under which colored people 
were treated with merciless rigor. These laws were 
abrogated, and the blacks allowed the same form of 
trial for offences as the whites. 

** Colored persons were not allowed to be witnesses 
in courts at Washington; and the Thirty -seventh 
Congress enacted, that persons should not be ex- 
cluded as witnesses on account of color. -; 
**In Washington, also, the children of colored 
parents were excluded from the schools, while the 
parents were taxed to support the schools. Con- 
gress enacted a law establishing schools for colored 
children, after the model of those established for 
whites. 

** Congress enacted, also, that persons should not 
be excluded from cars on account of color. 

**Then followed a very important act. The same 
Thirty-seventh Congcess prohibited slavery for ever 
in all the territories of the nation, as well as in all 
territory that may be acquired hereafter. 
I ^ Then the Bebels sought to win over the Border 

\ States to their side. Congress, by the advice of the 

I P^nesident, passed a joint resolution, pledging the faith 

■ of the nation to aid loyal States to emancipate their 

i slaves. 

I ^ Then all the infamous fugitive-slave laws of the 

nation were abolished. 

i 
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r ^ The African slave-trade had been carried on by a 

I class of pirates, under the flag of the United States ; | 

I and now the Thirty-seventh Congress took measures 
to stop the villanj. 

** All this was progress towards recruiting negroes 
for the army. A strong public prejudice was en- 
countered at every step; and it was only by 
persevering endeavors, on the part of the true 
friends of the country, that the measure was 
adopted at all. Senators Sumner and Wilson, of j 

Massachusetts, contributed their great influence to J 

all measures that aimed a blow at slavery ; and the j 

. country owes them a lasting debt of gratitude. 

^ At length the Thirty-seventh Congress took the 
all-important step. An act was passed, authorizing 
the President to receive colored men into the military 
service; and the mother, wife, or children of any 
such man mustered into service, was made for ever 
free.'' 

^ I shall remember that Thirty-seventh Congress, 
for one,'' remarked Ella. 

" So will the whole country. Slavery legislation 
had controlled Congress for fifty years; but the j 

breaking-out of the Bebellion put an end to pro- I 

slavery legislation, and then antislavety legislation 
began. 

**Nor was this all. Only white male citizens had 
been enrolled in the militia: tlie Thirty - seventh { 

Congress provided that there should be no distinction i 

of color in enrolling and drafting citizens. And the i 
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Thirty-eighth Congress enacted that colored soldiers, 
should have the same pay, rations, dothingi and be 
placed upon the same footing, in all respects, as 
white soldiers* 

**The Thirtjr-eighth Congress decreed, also, that 
the testimony of colored people should be received 
in all the courts of the United States, just as the 
testimony of white people is received. 

^ These are some of the acts of Congress connec- 
ted with the great work of emancipatioii ; and they 
show how gradually the nation advanced to the point 
of recruiting negroes for the army. But it was 
finally done ; and Crod has smiled upon the country 
for the act." 

-There wa. great prejudice in the army at first, 
against colored soldiers, was there not?** said 
Charlie. * 

** There was; and they were frequently hooted 
and stoned by reckless whites. Stem discipline, 
however, and particularly the bravery of these col- 
ored regiments, broke down this prejudice ; so that 
this class of soldiers became popular in the army in 
the course of a few months. 

*'In respect to their behavior, the colored troops 
have always set a good example for their white com- 
rades to follow. They have proved far superior to 
white men, as a body, in moral character. The 
vices have wrought but little damage among them, 
oomparadvely. Col. Iligginson commanded a col- 
ored regiment at the Soudi.' At first, however, he 
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was a captain in a white regiment ; 80 that he was i 

abundantly able to judge of the comparative moral I 

wortli of the two classes. In a report which he ; 

made after he had commanded a colored regiment 1 

several weeks or months, he said that he had not had I 

occasion to put a single man into the guard-house 
during the time; that drunkenness was unknown 
among them, although they could purchase a plen^ 
of liquor near their camp. 

•* While Col. Higginson was connected with a white 
regiment (the Fiftj-first Massachusetts), he said that 
there was scarcely a day when there were not from 
* two to twelve men in the guard-house for drunken- 
ness. In respect to virtue generally! the black 
excelled the white soldiers, according to his report. i 

Of their efficiency as sentinels, I will read you what I 

he says. Listen : — i 

^ ' Again, in respect to guard duty. Never have I seen ! 
such sentinels. In my former regiment, for nearly two 

months after its formation, the countersign was commonly j 

withheld from the sentinels, so constantly was it revealed { 

if entrusted to them. Only the sergeant at the gate was ( 

trusted with it. But in this regiment, among these nn- '. 

tanght people, there never has been an instance of the [ 

betrayal of the countersign, save in a single case, and that | 

a new recruit, a mere boy, who was visited with the great- ! 
est indignation in consequence by his comrades. Such is 

their pride in the discharge of their guard duty, that it j 

is now recognized among the officers as a matter of abso- \ 

lute danger to go about the lines in disguise, on dork | 
ni^ts, for the sake of testing the sentinels, as officers in 
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camp often da Such a clicking of musket -lockB and 
chai^png of bayonets I have neyer seen elsewhere. It is 
not safe to trifle with them, I assure jovu* 

**And now I am reminded of Capt. Bobert 
Small," said Uncle William, ceasing to read, ^ the 
braye colored man who took the steamer * Planter ' 
out of Charleston Harbor, past all the Bebel batter- 
ies, securing the freedom of himself and boat's com- 
pany, and a valuable steamboat to the United States. 
He is a verj skUiul pilot, and, since that time, has. 
served all along that coast with eminent success and 
usefulness. Some time after he took the * Planter' 
out of Charleston EEarbor, its captain refused to take 
the steamer where she would be under fire. He was 
a white man of little courage ; and he did not fancy 
the smell of Bebel powder. Immediately, Chief Quar- 
tennaster Elwell applied to have Robert Small made 
captiun, in a letter which closed aa follows : — 

''He is an excellent pilot, of undoubted bravery, and in 
every respect worthy of the position. This is due him as 
a proper recognition of his heroism and services. The 
present captain is a coward, though a white man. Dismiss 
him, therefore, and give the steamer to this brave black 
SazoQ. Bespectfully, your obedient servant, 

** J. J. Elwell, 

"Gen. Gilmore immediately promoted Bobert 
Small to captain.** 
^'He ought to have been made captain as soon as 
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he brought the steamer out of Charleston Harbor i** 
remarked Charlie. 

** He deserved it, certainly,^ replied Uncle William. 

^The employment of colored men for soldiers 
created great commotion in the South, did it not? 
remarked Ella. 

rVery great. Jefferson Davis declared it to be 
barbarous, and <^ontrary to the modes of civilized 
warfare; and the Bebel Congress took up the 
matter, and decreed summary vengeance upon every 
officer of colored regiments who might be captured, 
as well as slavery or death to all the negroes who 
might fall into their hands.'' 

** And they executed their threats, did they not?** 
said Charlie. 

^ They did ; and the colored soldiers were treated 
inhumanly by them whenever captured. ' Sometimes 
they have been bayoneted to death after they have 
surrendered. At Port Hudson it was supposed that 
the Eebels put to death all of this class whom they 
captured. At Morns Island, and other places, the 
grossest barbarities were perpetrated upon them. 
But we shall have occasion to refer to this matter 
again hereafter. The course of the Confederate 
Grovemment was such, that President Lincoln felt 
obliged to issue an order for the protection of black 
soldiers. I will read the order : — 

^'ExBCunvx llASftxoir, Jolj SO, 1863. 
^ It is the duty of every government to give protection 
to its citizens, of whatever class, color, or condition, et* 
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pecially those who are duly organized as soldien in the 
public service* The law of nations, and the usages and 
customs of war, as carried on hj civilized powers, permit 
BO distinction as to color in the treatment of prisoners of 
war as public enemies* To sell or enslave any captnred 
'person on account of his color, and for no offence against 
'the laws of war, is a relapse into barbarism, and a crime 
lagainst the civilization of the age. The Government of 
the United States will give the same protection to all its 
soldiers; and if the enemy shall sell or enslave any one 
because of his color, the offence shall be punished by 
xetaliation upon the enemy's prisoners in our possession. 
It is therefore ordered, that for every soldier of the United 
States killed in violation of the laws of 'war, a Rebel 
soldier shall be executed ; and for every one enslaved by 
the enemy, or sold into slavery, a Rebel soldier shall be 
placed at hard labor on the public works, and continued at 
such labor until the other shall be released and receive the 
treatment due to a prisoner of war. 

** Abbahak LnrcoLK. 
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By order of the Secretary of War. 

^E. D. TowNSEND, AdJutant-GeneraL" 

^Father Abraham did not accept Jeff. Davis^a 
Tiew, it aeema,^ aaid Charlie. 

** Of coursei not. He knew too well that nations 
Lave usually accepted the nulitary services of negroes, 
—that even now it is true of all nations having the 
opportunity, and feeling the emergency. In Turkey, 
even, where we might expect to find the negro 
debarred firom military service, if anywhere, he is 
admitted, not only to the hardships, but also to the 
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laurels of militarj life. Plenty of black officers and 
soldiers are found in that countty fighting side by 
side. 

^^Then, too, Jefferson Davis did not mean ivhat he 
said, nor the Rebel Congress what it affirmed, on 
this subject, since colored soldiers were already em- 
ployed by the Confederates. After the city of 
Memphis was captiured, it was found that a company 
of colored 6oldiers was early called into service to 
defend the place. And, when the Rebel Government 
saw that its power was waning, many of its leaders 
were in favor of employing negroes in the army. 
Their. Congress discussed the matter; and not a 
member advocated that it was contrary to the rules 
of warfare. Nothing in the world deterred them 
from enlisting half a million negroes into their army, 
but the fear of putting deadly weapons into their 
hands."* 

^ They were afraid that the slaves would shoot the 
wrong way," said Charlie, laughing. 

** Precisely so: that was all that deterred them 
from armin;^: a few hundred thousands of them. I 
forgot to tell you that it has been ascertained that 
the mission of Alexander H. Stephens down James 
River on July 4, 1863, to secure an interview with 
the President, was to protest, in the name of the 
Confederate Government, against the arming of 
blacks. They feared the results to their cause.*^ 

^ They remembered the battle at Milliken's Bend, 
doubtless," remarked Charlie. 

vol.. Ill, 11 
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* What wu that?'' inquired Marcus. 

•* Whj/ answered Unde William, "no more nor 
less than ihvX fourteen hundred colored troops fought 
eight hours with three thousand Bebelsi and finally 
drove them from the field. The enemj left over one 
hundred and fifty dead men upon the field for our 
victors to bury. The Bebel commander declared 
that he would capture the whole of that colored 
force, or die in the attempt. ' But, instead of that, 
he came very near being captured himself. 

** But I must return to the Army of the Potomac. — ^ 
We left the foe retreating, and it will be well, at this 
point, to follow them up, before we turn to other ^ 
militaiy departments." 

** I want to know why Oen. Meade did not pursue 
the enemy ,** said Charlie. 

** We shall see,* remarked Uncle William. 
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FBOM GETTTSBUBG TO BRANDT STATION. 

^ /^m^ troops were wearied at the commencemeot 
v^ of the Battle of Gettysburg ; for thej reached 
the battle-ground hj forced marches, and at once 
entered into the fight. As you have seen, the battle 
raged for tliree days ; and a bloody struggle it was. 
Of course, our soldiers must have been exhausted 
after the hard contest ; and then about one-third of 
our army was killed, wounded, and missing, so that 
Gen. Meade was not in a condition to run much risk 
in pursuing the foe. He did not know to what ex- 
tent the Kebel army was demoralized ; and, should 
he hazard a contest in following it up, and make a 
failure of it, the North would be left to the mercy of 
Gen. Lee. A council of his generals decided that it 
would be better to make sure of the glorious results 
of their victory than to run any serious risks in an- 
other battle north of the Potomac.'' 

**The people blamed Gen. Meade, did they not?** 
said Charlie. 

^ Yes ; but that was not strange. It is the easiest 
thing in the world to find fault; and it has been about 
as commo7i as any thing during the whole war. The 
people ought to feel that a good loyal general will 
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not suffer a favorable opportunity to slip ; Ills own 
reputation ia at stake; and tbey should concedei 
also, that such a general must understand the matter 
better than thej themselves can. 

*^ Then it is not true, as many people suppose, that 
Gen. Meade did not pursue the enemy at all. We 
shall see that he did follow him with a good deal of 
energy to Williamsport ; and I think that you will 
conclude with me, after you have heard the facts, 
that we have not much reason to blame Gen. Meade 
or his army. 

** Lee's army began to retreat on Friday night, 
July 3; and, as soon as the fact was known on 
Saturday morning, preparations were made to harass 
the retreating column. Gen. Kilpatrick moved for- 
ward at once, to destroy the Rebel trains if possible. 
He arrived at Fountaindale about dark, and began. 
to ascend the mountain, — a long, weaxy column of 
cavalry, winding its way slowly up the rugged as- 
cent, through pitchy darkness. The rain was com- 
ing down in torrents at tlie time ; and a more dreary 
night could not well be imagined. 

** Just as they reached the crest of the mountdn, 
the Rebel artillery belched their diunder and shot 
right into the &ces of our men. It was near the 
Monterey House, where the foe designed to make an 
obstinate stand, to save their trains that' were pass- 
ing only one-half mile beyond. 

^ The unexpected roar of the Rebel battery, and 
the flight of the deadly missiles through the darkness, 
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staggered our men for a moment; but the gallant 
commander was always ready for just such emergen- 
ciesi and he^ordercd a charge. The First Yirginia, 
Major Copelandy accompanied by a detachment of 
the First Ohio, Capt. Jones^ charged down the side 
of the mountain into the Egyptian darkness below, 
seeing nothingi nor knowing where to strike the foe ; 
but a wise Providence guided them, and they struck 
the Bebel train near its centre. 

^ * Fire I ' cried the leader ; and a volley was fired 
into the train. 

^ * Surrender, surrender I ' he shouted again. * Do 
you surrender?' 

***Yes/ responded a Rebel commander; and 
forward swept our heroic cavalry, shouting to the 
train-guard, as they approached them, * Surrender, 
surrender I ' and, frightened half out of their wits, 
to be thus unceremoniously attacked in the gloomy 
night, they did surrender. Still onward rushed the 
cavalry to reach the head of the train ; and, for eight 
miles, they made night hideous by the tramp of 
their fleet horses, and tlieir own triumphant yells. 
When they reached the head of the train, only twen* 
ty-five of the original two hundred cavalrymen who 
started upon the charge were together. 

^* At this point the Rebels made a stand ; and, as 
Major Copeland could not see their force in firont, 
he deemed it wise to halt, and await daylight and 
re-enforcements ; both of which arrived just after the 
enemy had fled. 
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** Eigbteen hundred prisoners were captured in this 
brilliant affair, and a verj large number of loaded 
Tehides of every description. The Bebels had taken 
all the carriages and horses of eveiy description, on 
which thcj could laj their hands ; and all these were 
loaded with plunder. Delicacies stolen from the 
shops of Pennsjlvaniay barrels of molasses and sugar, 
flour, bams, meal, ladies* dresses and under«garments, 
children's shoes, and an endless variety of articles 
' gathered for future use. Our men filled their can- 
teens with molasses, and helped themselves general!/ 
to the good things which the train furnished. Among 
the captures were the private effects of several Bebel 
officers, thus adding nice Bebel uniforms and several 
gold watches to the spoils of war. 

"Our soldiers moved forward to Smithsburg, 
where thej arrived on Sunday afternoon, receiving 
such a welcome firom the loyal population as filled 
their hearts with joy. The streets were lined with 
rejoicing people, old and young, black and white; 
and. the young ladies stmg patriotic songs, while they 
stood with plates fiiU of white bread spread with 
butter and jelly, inviting all to partake. The older 
ones joined them in their efforts to express their 
grati^e to their deliverers; and all the eatables 
which the place afforded seemed to be brought out 
to feed the hungry army. Old men and women 
wept and laughed alternately, shook hands, and em« 
braced and kissed each other, as the band played 
*Hail» Columbia I * and the * Star-spangledJBanner."' 
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^ That was glorious,'' exclaimed Marcus. 

^ A most gallant affair for a dark nighti'' responded 
Uncle William. 

^ I can imagine just how the people of Smithsburg 
felt,'' said Ella. 

•'The ladies," continued Unde William, "show- 
ered them with flowers from their gardens. 

**I must tell 70U of a little bo/^ who served as 
bugler in the First Maine Cavalrj, and who was 
active in this fight. His name was Smith; and 
he was only twelve years of age. At HanOver, he 
had a horse killed under him, after which he was 
adopted as an aide by Gen. Ejilpatrick. In the most 
perilous places, he always kept close to the general, 
ready to do his bidding. He had another horse 
killed under him, and another still wounded, while 
acting as aide to Gen. Kilpatrick. 

" Gen. Elilpatrick moved on, after a brief conflict 
with the enemy at Smithsburg, driving them before 
him, and reached Hagerstown, where he surprised 
and defeated tlie Eebel Gen. Stuart. Here the 
brave Capt. Dahlgren lost his leg in leading a 
charge. 

^ Firing was heard in the direction of Williams- 
port; and soon a messenger brought a despatch, 
saying that Gen. Buford, who had crossed South- 
Mountain Pass with his cavalry, was attacking Lee's 
immense supply train. Kilpatrick pushed forward, 
and joined Gen. Buford as soon as possible. Hun- 
dreds of wagons were burned ; and the whole train 
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would have been captured or destrojed, had not the 
Bebel infantry and cavalry come up in time to attack 
our force in flank and rear. It was a dreadful contest 
that followed ; and our force was in a very critical 
atuation, surrounded as they were with a Rebel army 
fighting with desperation. But the good general- 
ship of Buford and Kilpatrick extricated them, so 
that they crossed the Antietam safely, and encamped 
on the opposite side* 

V* On the 8th of July, Cren. Stewart attacked Gens. 
Buford and Elilpatrick at Boonesboro', and a desperate' 
fight followed. From ten o'clock in the morning 
nntil after dark, the roar of the fierce battle was heard 
by the commanders of the two armies ; and it pro- 
claimed to them, that brave spirits were contending 
for the field. 

**The sun was sinking in the west, when Gen. 
Buford and Gren. Kilpatrick were seen approaching 
each other from opposite directions. They held a 
brief consultation, and then dashed away, Buford to 
the ri^t, and Kilpatrick to the centre ; and, within 
fifteen or twenty minutes, the clear, shrill notes of 
the bugle sounded a charge. It was received with a 
wild, tumultuous shout along the whole line, and, 
from right to left, the whole force plunged forward 
in one unbroken line ; and so mighty was the shock, 
that the Bebel column was broken, and the enemy 
fled from the field, leaving their dead and dying be- 
hind them. It was a glorious victory. 

«*Iii the hottest of the fight at Williamsport, the 



f BRANDT STATION. 129 

two armies approached so near to each other, that, 
at one of our batteries, a gunner knocked doMm a 
Bebel with his rammer. 

** At Hagerstown, a force was ordered to a position 
"* where the balls were flying thick and fast. There 

was a little hesitation to obey the order ; whereupon 
the battle-flag, presented to Gen. Kilpatrick by the 
ladies of Boonesboro', was ordered to the front. 
Sergt. Judy bore the flag, and he cried out, — 

•* • This is Gen. Kilpatrick's battle-flag : follow it.' 

•'"Without flinching, the troops advanced. Sergt. 
Judy was wounded, and fell some distance in front of . 
the line. It was supposed that the Rebels had cap- 
tured the flag ; but, when Judy was brought in at 
night upon a litter, he proudly waved the battle-flag. 

^ In the second attack upon the enemy at Hagers- 
town, a panic seized the Rebels; and they fled terror- 
stricken before Kilpatrick's men, leaving wagons, 
ammunition, and even provisions. Several hundreds 
. surrendered themselves. One lusty fellow surren- 
dered to a little bugler in Gen. Custer's brigade. 
As the bugler passed down the line, with revolver in 
hand, escorting his prisoner, he called out, *I say^ 
boys, what do you think of this fellow?' 

••For several days, Gen. Lee had been trying to 
throw a bridge over the swollen waters of the Poto- 
mac, that his army might escape into Virginia. He 
had taken up a strong uatui*al position, in order that 
he might save his army from capture or destruction^ 
until the bridge was con^pleted* 
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I 

! ^On the evening of July 9, Gen. Meade's army 

encamped on the banks of tlie Antietam. On the 
13th, becoming aware of Lee's movements. Gen. 
Meade resolved to attack his position on the next 
c daj, the 14th. At three o'clock on the following 
morning, Gen. Elilpatrick became aware that the 
enemj were actually crossing the Potomac. Ho 
sent word to Gen. Meade, and received orders to 
pursue* At once he was in motion ; and he charged 
upon and drove the enemy's rear into the Potomac^, 
at Williamsport. Then he pushed down the river, 
and came upon the enemy's rear-guard at Fiilling 
Waters* Here was another fearful charge, and n 
most bloody conflict; Kilpatrick coming out of it, 
as usual, victorious. He took fifteen hundred pris- 
oners, two guns, and three battle-flags in this attack, 
and killed the Rebel Gen. Pettigrew. The ground 
also was covered with dead and dying Hebels. 
Some fifty or sixty Bebels were drowned in crossing 
the river*" 

** How many battles did Kilpatrick fight in follow- 
ing the enemy to the Potomac? " asked Charlie. 

**He won fifteen victories in fifteen days," replied 
Uncle William ; ^ and his command captured forty- 
five hundred prisoners, nine cannons, and eleven 
battle-flags* Gen. Buford came up while the enemy 
was crossing the river, and captured four hundred 
and fifty more Rebels." 

** I had no idea that the enemy was pursued with 
•o mudi vigor," remarked Ella. **The papers seemed 
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to blame Gen. Meade, as if he failed to do something 
that he might and ought to have done.^ 

^ Gen. Meade did all that the country could rea- 
sonably expect of him,** replied Uncle William. 
** The Rebel army was driven back gready depleted 
and demoralized. The enemy paid dearly for invad- 
ing; the North. 

^ Up to the time that Lee recrossed the Potomac, 
Gen. Meade had captured tliree guns, forty-one 
standards, thirteen thousand six hundred and twenty- 
one prisoners, and twenty-eight thousand one hundred 
and seventy-nine small-arms. His own loss was two 
tliousand eight hundred and thirty-four killed, thir- 
teen thousand seven hundred and two wounded, and 
six thousand six hundred and forty-three missing. 

**It should be borne in mind, also, that Gen. 
Meade's army was weakened, while pursuing the 
retreating Rebels, by large numbers of the soldiers 
being sent to New York to quell the fearful riot 
there, and enforce the draft. 

^ On the march from Gettysburg to "Williamsport, 
Gen. Buford discovered a Rebel spy, who had passed 
for a Yankee peddler of newspapers and maps in the 
army. He hung him at once to the limb of a tree, 
and left his body there to show the fate of that class 
of foes. Within .twenty-four hours thereafter, the 
collectors of relics had stripped all the bark from 
the trunk df the tree, and taken every rag of cloth- 
ing from his body except the portion that was firmly 
held around his neck by the tent cord. 
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** There was much sufTering and hardship connected 
with this campaign ; . but our men received it as a 
part of the price paid for liberty. It is exceedingly 
touching^ to read of the truly generous and noble 
spirit that some of the wounded exhibit toward 
each other. There were many cases after the 
Battle of Gettysburg, and the subsequent march of 
our army to winter quarters. I cannot now recall 
a spedfio case ; but I have vividly in mind one that 
occurred about the same time in our Western army; 
and it may serve as an illustration of what I mean. 
1 ' An eye-witness relates it : — 

I ** A soldier had his head dreadfUlly wounded with 

a shell: two other wounded soldiers immediately 
seized hold of him to assist him to the rear* Each 
of these soldiers had lost the use of an arm by 
I wounds ; one the right, and the other the left. With 

I their uninjured arms tliey were assisting their blind 

I and helpless comrade off the field. As soon as they 

saw this man cared for, one of them says to the other, 
* Now, John, you get your wound dressed.' 

•'•No,* replied the other, *I can wait. You get 
your hand seen to. Guess you are suffering more 
than I am.' 

** * No, I ain't. I can wait better than you ; ' and 

he had to clench his teeth while he was speaking, 

because of the pain. 

! ^And so each was resolved that the other should 

! be cared for first. A beautiful spirit among cosuf- 

ferersl We sometin^es behold the opposite spirit 
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* among soldiers ; and the sight renders such a speo- 
toclc OS tills doubly interesting." 

'' They were heroes in facing pain as much as they 
were in facing the foe,** said Charlie. 

** Yes ; but I must proceed,** added Uncle William. 

**One of our brigades crossed the Potomac at 
Harper's Ferry on the 17 th of July ; and an o£ELcer 
relates, that the first woman he met exclaimed, — 

^*I hope you will all get bullets through your 
heads.' 

^ * How natural that sounds in Virginia I * replied a. 
soldier. 

^ It was this brigade that received orders to * take 
only the top rail* of fences for fuel. The soldiers 
put a very liberal construction upon the order, and 
decided that the second rail from the top became 
the 'top one' after one was taken; and thus they 
continued to take the roils until the bottom one 
became the *top rail.* 

^The Army of the Potomac fought no more 
battles for a time, although Lee was followed into 
Virginia. There was considerable skirmishing, but 
the march of the army was not hindered until the 
Bapidon was reached in the fall. On the way, little 
of special interest occurred, except the execution of 
five deserters or * bounty jumpers,* who were led forth 
from ' prison two hours before their execution, to 
look into their graves already dug, and then returned 
to their quarters. They were shot sitting upon their 
coffins. At that time the army was re«^nforccd, to 
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a considerable extent, by a miserable class of men, 
who were hired and sent into the army as substitutes. 
It was not strange that many of them deserted, since 
thej entered the army only for the bounty. Some 
of this class have been known to desert, re-enlist, 
and get bounties several times before they were 
caught. 

^ It was on this route that the men under Kearney 
and Hooker raised sufficient money to purchase a 
fine carriage and horses to present to Major-Gen* 
Sickles as an expression of their love and confidence. 

^A magnificent sword, also, was presented to 
Major-Gen. Meade, as a token of the respect and 
confidence of the * Officers of the Division of the 
Pennsylvania Eeserve Corps.' It was presented by 
Gen. Crawford ; and Gen. Meade replied in an elab- 
orate and patriotic speech. The day was really a 
holiday for the soldiers ; and the occasion passed off 
with great delight to the army. 

**In other departments, the work of serving the 
Union waygoing on. 

^Jeff. Thompson was captured at Pocahontas, 
Ark.^ Aug. 21. 

** John B. Floyd, the Eebel who stole Northern 
arms, died Aug. 26. 

**Th6 pirate * Sumter' was sunk in Charleston 
Harbor, Aug. 31. 

**Fort Smith, Ark., was captured Sept. 1. 

* little Bock, the capital of Arkansas, was cap« 
tued by the Federals, Sept. 14. — 
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** The President suspended the writ of habeas cor» 
pus^ Sept. 15. 

^Gen. Hooker left Virginia, Sept 28, to re-enforco 
Rosecrans in Tennessee. 

** About the middle of September, a battle was 
fought at Culpepper, in which our cavalry force 
under Gen. Custer, who took the place of Gen. Kil- 
patrick in his absence, won splendid laurels. The 
enemy was driven from the town. The enemy^s 
guns were planted upon a high hill overlooking the 
town ; and the cavalry bravely charged up the hill^ 
and took them. 

**A battle was fought at Bristol Station on the 
fourteentli day of October. It was a short but se- 
vere engagement, in which the Rebels were driven 
in confusion from the field, leaving their dead and 
wounded, several hundred prisoners, and seven guns, 
behind them. Three days later, the President called 
.for three hundred thousand more troops. On the 
7th of November, another conflict occurred at Rap- 
pahannock Station and Kelly's Ford, where the 
Rebels had intrenched themselves on both sides of 
the river. For twenty minutes, it was a hand-to- 
hand fight, when the enemy surrendered. Our forces 
captured two thousand stand of arms, and about six- 
teen hundred prisoners. While this was going on 
at Rappahannock Station, Gen. French was whip- 
ping the foe at Kelly's Ford, where he took a large 
number of prisoners. Another victory was won on 
the 27th, at Locust Grove ; and this terminated the 
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series of battles with the Army of the Potomac^ until 
the spring campaign of 1864, save now and then a 
slight brush with the enemy, in which some rather 
harmless shelling and skirmishing transpired/ Gen* 
Butler took command of the department of Virginia, 
Kov. 29, at Fortress Monroe. 

^The army went into winter quarters at Brandj 
Station.** 

**That station, or another of the same name, has 
been rather a hard one for our army,** remarked 
Charlie* 

**It has proved a hard one for a good many thou- 
sand out of the army too,** added Marcus* 

^You are both right,** Uncle William replied* 
** Several officers have expressed their belief, that the 
Army of the Potomac would have achieved much 
more in the fSdl of 1863, but for the mistake of a 
drunken general, whereby his men were put upon 
the wrong road. Says Capt* Blake, ** These pre- 
cious hours that had been lost by the faithlessness 
of a corps -commander delayed the whole army; 
enabled Lee to unite his dissevered division ; and the 
sacred cause of the country was frustrated for many 
months**** 

""What a shame I ** exclaimed Ella. 

** Drunkenness has shamed the country many times 
during the war,** said Uncle William ; ^ and now that 
I have read what Capt* Blake says on that point, I 
will read you his description of this intemperate gen- 
end: — 
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^Habitual drunkenness had covered his foce with 
frightful blotches, and destrojed his control over some of 
the muscles ; the checks twitched convulsively, while the 
eyes and mouth opened and closed in a comical manner, 
which would have insured the fortune of a down. The 
derisive laugh which an intoxicated fool always excites 
greeted his appearance ; and I extracted from the number- 
less oaths and jeering remarks that were uttered at this 
time, the following specimens : ' Old Blinkey has got up at 
last' — ' His horse is drunk again to-day.' — ' Here comes 
the old gin-barreL' — 'I should like to tap him.'—' I hope 
the first cannon-ball that is fired will knock his head off.'" 

**No wonder such a sot makes mistakes," remarked 
Charlie; ^ It is enough to defeat the bravest army.'* 

^ That is so. I have just seen the testimony of 
a prominent army chaplain ; and you must hear that, 
too, now that we have the subject up." Uncle 
"William read the following: — 

^ ' I have no doubt, from what I have seen in the past 
three years, tliat whiikey has hurried off more of our sol- 
diers into an untimely grave during the past four years 
than the bullets of the Rebels. Very many of the disasters 
that have come to our arms may be directly traced to the 
use of this soul-destroying compound. I have seen a 
brigadier-general, in the midst of a severe battle, so drunk 
he could hardly sit on his horse ; and he still holds an im- 
portant command in the army. I know others higher in 
rank, of whom it was common to hear stories of their 
queer commands issued while drunk, and that in times 
of great periL Acyutant-generals, who had their semi- 
monthly drunken sprees, have been continued month after 
month In their positions. If only these men perished, body 
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and Bonl, it ought to arouse U8 to effort ; but, when hun- 
dreds of lives are jeopardized or lost by such conduct, it 
is time to be aroused. I once assisted one hundred and 
sixtj-fiTO men, wounded in all sorts of ways, on to a hos- 
pital boat, and the next day saw forty-two dead bodies, 
mostly Massachusetts soldiers, lie in a pile, their deatlis 
caused by the drunkenness of one colonel, who commanded 
a brigade I presume my experience is not exceptionaL 
With commissary whiskey, medical whiskey, and sutlers' 
whiskey, our young men are tumbled into the grave at a 
much greater rate than by bullets.' ** 

**! wish that every commander who drank to ex- 
cess had been dismissed from the service,'* remarked 
CSiarlie, after the reading of this statement. 

** Thousands of loyal people have wished the same 
thing dmring the war; and it would have been an 
honor to the Government, and added strength to the 
nation. But I must drop this subject. 

**I said that the army went into winter quarters 
at Brandy Station. Desolation reigned in all the 
region. A young woman, who resided near by, 
remarked to an officer, — 

***My father was worth three hundred thousand 
dollars ; but all his people, except a small boy, ran 
away with your folks ; his large house waa burned 
by your cavalry ; we eat your pork and bread ; and, 
just think of it, I haven't had a new dress or bonnet 
since the war began.' 

^The usual routine of driU, amusement, and labor 
oocopied the army in their vnnter quarters ; all anx- 
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iously awaiting the approach of spring, when drj, 
hard roads would invite our noble braves * forward to 
Bichmond/ Thej were readj to do and dare an- 
other year still for their native land. No brighter 
examples of devotion to the old flag adorn the his- 
toric page, than those recorded as occurring all along 
the victorious march of the Union soldiers. 

^ After one of the battles in the West,** continued 
Uncle William, ^^ where hundreds of loyal men laid 
down their lives for the Government, a wounded 
Union soldier lay under a tree, weltering in his 
blood. One of our regiments approached him with 
their colors flying, when the dying man shouted, 
though it was but a feeble noise that he could make, 
^Hurrah for the old flag yet I the old flag yet I * 

^ After waiting a moment, and nerving himself 
for another efibrt to salute the glorious emblem of 
liberty, he feebly shouted again, * Hurrah for the old 
flag yet ! ' 

^ Here the color-bearer drooped its silken folds till 
they touched his face; whereupon he pressed a comer 
of it to his heart, only whispering, as he was too 
weak to speak audibly, * The old flag yet I the old 
flag yet I* 

^ That is a fair illustration of the devotion of thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of oiir soldiers to the 
cause of their country. The Army of the Potomao 
possessed this patriotic spirit.'' 
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BATTLK or OmCKAIiAUOA. 

* 11/ HEBE was Gen. Bosecnuw," inquired Chap> 
W Ue. 

" He was preparing for one of the most extensive 
movements in the West. The Grovemment directed 
him to take possession of East Tennessee, from 
whence he might penetrate into the heart of the 
Cotton States, or, as a Northern paper expressed it, 

* drive a wedge into the centre of the Confederacy/ ^ 

"He was to fight Gen. Bragg^s armj, I believe/ 
remarked EUa. 

"Yes; after Gren. Bragg retreated to Tullahoma, 
his forces rallied from their exhaustion, and advanced 
to Wartnice and Shelbyville, though a portion of 
his armj was withdrawn to Mississippi. Gen. Bose* 
crans surprised the Bebel force at Liberty and 
Hoover^s Graps ; whereupon Bragg fell back to Chat- 
tanooga OQ tiie 27th of June. Rosecrans lost but 
eighty-five kiUed, four hundred and sixty-two wound- 
ed, and thirteen missing in these operations; and 
he captured one thousand six hundred and thirty- 
four prisoners. 

" Our army moved on Chattanooga in two columns, 
— -Bosecrans marching direct to Chattanooga, and 
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Burnside moving on BuiTville. Bofiecrana com- 
manded sixtj or seventy thousand men, and Bum- 
side about twenty-five thousand. Gen. Buckner 
occupied Knoxville ; and he evacuated the pkce on 
the approach of Burnside, and feU back to the vicini- 
ty of Loudon. By this movement, two brigades of 
the Rebel command were cut off, — Frazier's at Ciun- 
berland Gap, and Jackson's in North-east Tennessee. 
The result of this was to compel the surrender of 
Cumberland Gap, on the 9th of September, to Gen. 
Burnside, with two thousand prisoners and fourteen 
guns. The enemy made no effort to hold it ; and it 
was surrendered without firing a gun.** 

** That was brave, ** said Marcus sarcastically. 

**The Rebel Government thought so as well as 
you, I suppose, by the way in which they com- 
plained. The Richmond * Dispatch' pronounced it 
* one of the most disgracefiil occurrences of the war.' 
And Jefferson Davb said, * I am unable to suggest 
any explanation of this disaster, which laid open East- 
em Tennessee and South-westem Virginia to hostile 
operations, and broke the line of communication be- 
tween the seat of Govenmient and middle Tennes- 
see.** 

^Then it was a very great loss to tlie Rebels,** 
said Ella. 

^One of the greatest disasters to their cause. 
They meant to have held that strong position at any 
rate. They supposed, that the force under Frazier 
was sufficient to repel any attack. 
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^ Qea. Bosecrans approached the armj of Bragg; 
about the 10th of September, and, after manoeu- 
vring and skirmishing for eight or ten days, it was 
found that the enemj had evacuated Chattanooga; 
whereupon our armj took peaceable possession. On 
the 19th, Bragg was rc-enforced bj Johnston with 
two brigades from Mississippi, and five brigades of 
Longstreet's corps from Lee's armj in Virginia. 
Longstreet was there in person. 

^Itosecrans commenced the attack on the daj that 
.the Bebels were re-enforced. Whether he made a 
Tuiflf-Alfft in w^ting until that time, 1 am not able to- 
saj. I know onlj, that on that daj he made a 
vigorous onset upon the foe. Our armj extended 
along a line reacliing from the head of M^Lemore's 
Cove, down the west side of the Chickamauga Yal- 
1^, as fiur as Lee and Gordon's Mills. Chickamau- 
ga Creek separated the Rebel and Federal lines." 

^1 believe there was always a hard battle where 
Longstreet was," remarked Ella. 

**A stubborn Bebel, indeed, was Longstreet," re- 
plied Uncle William. **Like the cause he served, 
he was desperate. But the Yankees were equal to 
Um in this contest. Bosecrans so manoeuvred his 
army, that Gen. Crittenden threatened Bragg's lines 
of communication on the north and east, while 
M'Cook and Thomas threatened them on the south 
and west. This was considered a consummate exam- 
ple of military strategy on the part of Gren. Bose- 
crans ; and it proved remarkably successful." 
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**Thia was the time that the Army of the Cumber- 
land crossed Lookout Mountain/' remarked Charlie. 

^ Yes ; and it was a military feat that will stand 
on the page of history with the passage of Napoleon 
and his command over the snow-capped Alps. Our 
men crossed it right in the face of the enemy, with 
but two gaps where an army could possibly pass. 
Though in a country that gave the foe great advan- 
tage over us, our forces were so distributed as ex- 
ceedingly to perplex the enemy. 

**The Battle of Chickamauga was fought on the 
19th and 20th of September. Each army under- 
stood what* great interests were at stake in that con- 
flict ; and they fought accordingly. 

^ Just as our forces were going into battle, the 
chaplain of an Ohio regiment rode up to the Colonel, 
and asked permission to pray with his men before 
they rushed on to death. 

** Just five minutes,'' said he. 

*• Certainly," replied the Colonel: •*! wish you 
would have services: I think there will be time." 

^A very impressive scene followed which a cor- 
respondent describes so well that I must read it to 
jrou." 

*" I should like to hear it," said Ella. 

Uncle William read the following interesting de- 
scription of the scene : — 

^ Gen. Tucker's briga^le, of Reynolds' division, Thomas's 
corps, — consisting of the Eleventh Ohio, CoL Lane, the 
Thirty-sixth Ohio, CoL Jones, the Ninety-second Ohio, 
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CoL Fearing, and the Eighteenth Kentackj, — took posi- 
tion on A low spur of the ridge near the Chattanooga Road, 
and in the rear of the tannery already spoken of. Before 
the skirmishers were deployed, a scene occurred with the 
Eleventh, which, for sublimity and moving power, has been 
seldom surpassed* The chaplain rode up in front of the 
line ; and the colonel gave an order, which, on being exe- 
cuted, formed the regiment in two divisions, with the chap- 
lain in the centre. Without dismounting, he addressed 
the troops in a dear, loud voice, that sounded strangely 
amid the loud explosions of the arUllery and the rattle of 
musketry. He spoke about the holy cause for which they 
were to fight that day, — that it was not for territory or 
revenge or military glory ; but for home and country, for 
liber^ and truth, for God jlxd Hu>ianity. 

^*It is but little that I can do for you,' said he, ^in tlie 
hour of battle; but there is one thing I will do, — I will 
pray for yon. And there are thousands all over the. land 
praying for you this morning ; and Grod will hear theml 
Yoo must now pray too ; for God is a hearer of prayer. 
And if this is the last time I shall ever speak to you, or if 
these are the last words of Christian comfort you will 
ever hear, I want to tell you, dear comrades, that God 
LOT£S TOU. I pray God to cover your heads, to-dayt 
in the battle-etorm. I pray that he may give you brave 
hearts and strong hands to-day. Be brave, — be manly. 
Bemember the dear old flag, and what it covers. And, if 
any of you feel uncertain as to your future, oh look to the 
Saviour who died for you ; and, if any of you fall this day 
In battle, may you not only die as brave soldiers for your 
country, but die as soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let us pray.' 

^Listantly every head was uncovered, and bowed in 
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reverence ; while hands were clasped on the riflesi the baj- 
onets on which were gleaming in the morning snn. The 
flag, pierced and rent on a dozen battle-fields, was draped ; 
and, strange but glorious sound on a battle-field, the voice 
of prayer was heard. The blessing of the Almighty was 
invoked upon the armjr, upon the generals, upon regimental 
officers, on our bleeding country, and upon the issues of 
that day. Loved ones at home were remembered, and 
God's blessing invoked upon all who might fall in battle- 
When the chaplain dosed, he raised himself in the saddle, 
waved his hat two or three times around his head, cxckiim* 
ing, ^ God bless you to-day, dear comrades, and make you 
strong and brave I Strike for liberty and union ; strike 
for God and humanity. And may our battle-torn flag lead 
to victory 'this day! God's presence be with you, com- 
rades ! ' 

^' A low, murmuring ^ Amen * was heard from the 
ranks as the chaplain closed. Major-Gen. Reynolds and 
staff passed along the lines during the services, but halted 
when they came to the Eleventh. With uncovered head, 
the general rode up dose to the regiment, and remained 
till the close of the brief services. At the moment they 
were concluded, he uttered a hearty ' Amen,' which had a 
thrilling effect. Grasping the chaplain's hand and shaking 
it warmly, while a tear glistened on his manly cheek, he 
was heard to exclaim, ' Sir, I am glad I ^as here to join 
with you;' and instantly rode off, followed by his staff. 
This acknowledgment of religious principle, on the part 
of Gen. Reynolds, had a very happy effect" 

Laying aside the book. Undo William remarked, 
** Within five minutes after the scene dosed, the 
regiment was engaged in the fight.** 
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* It was reallj grand,'' said Ella. 

^It was indeed," replied Unde William. ^It is 
encouraging to behold this recognition of dependence 
upon God by military men. The nation may have 
hope when those who command our destiny on the 
field thus look to 'God for success." 

**It shows, too, what an important work the chap- 
lains may do for the army," said Charlie. 

"Precisely so. The prayer and words of encour- 
agement offered by this chaplain inspired the sol- 
diers to perform deeds of greater dating. -And so it 
often is in the army. They who seek to throw con- 
tempt upon this class of patriots are the enemies both 
of God and their country. 

"When the Battle of Giickamauga opened, our 
lines extended three miles ; and along this whole dis- 
tance there was an incessant roar of artillery through 
nearly the whole day. Many who participated in this 
fij^t said that it exceeded Bull Run and Antictam in 
the terrific discharge of cannon and musketry for 
snccessiTe hours. The earth seemed to quake be- 
neath the tread of the .contending armies. 

"Late in the afternoon, the enemy pardally broke 
our lines, and drove a portion of our army back. 
But our men rallied, and soon sent the yellmg Rebels, 
who rushed down upon our forces through the gap 
like infiuiated demons, to the quarters from whence 
they came. They were glad enough to retreat. 

"Again and again on that day the enemy massed 
his troops, and dashed upon our lines with the deter- 
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mination to break them ; but without succesSy except 
the partial one mentioned. Manj a noble boj, who 
had left his home with a mother's blessing, laid down 
his life on that bloodj field; and many a gallant 
officer fell at the head of his troops, leading them 
forward to victoiy or death. 

**At dark, the battle-storm ceased. Immediate 
measures were adopted to take care of the wounded, 
and remove the dead. All night, until far into the 
morning, chaplains, agents of the Sanitary and Chris- 
tian Commissions, together with every available force, 
toil^ to relieve the sufierings of that chilly, dismal 
night. Wounded men shook with cold as if at- 
tacked by fever and ague. The tin cups out of whidi 
they drank warm cofiee fairly rattled against their 
teeth. 

^ During the night, a council of war assembled at 
the house of Warden Glen. It was, on the whole, a 
serious time for our army. Every brigade had been 
engaged in the fight, and some of them had lost fear- 
fully. * The contest to-morrow must be for the 
preservation of the armrfy and the holding of Chat- 
tanooga,' said Gren. Bosecrans. The council broke 
up with the firm resolve to conquer of die. 

^ The next day was the sabbath ; and, early in the 
morning, Gen. Eosecrans rode along the whole front 
of his. army. By ten o'clock, the battle was furious. 
The enemy massed his troops again and again, and 
flung them upon our lines utterly reckless of the 
sacrifice of life. Longstreef s men advanced in a solid 
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oolanm, as if sare of victory, cryiDg out to the 
Western soldiers in their front, — 

• ' We are not conscripts/ 

^*You are not fighting Eastern store-clerks/ re- 
torted the veterans of the West. 

^*We are Long8treet*s troops/ shouted some of 
them. 

•• Who drove you at South Mountain ? ** yelled the 
Western boys in reply. **We arc the boys who 
drove you there; and vre will do it again.*^ 

^On this day, the foe made special efforts to crush 
Gren. Thomas; but this splendid officer held his 
ground. About three o'clock in the afternoon, as 
Gen. Granger says in his report, a desperate effort 
was made by the Kebel Gen. Hindman's division 
to crush Qen. Thomas who held * Horse -Shoe 
Bidge.' The attack would have been successful 
had not Gen. Granger arrived with his command 
in season to hurl back the assailants. He massed 
the commands of Qen, Whittaker and Col. Mitchell, 
and ordered them to charge upon the foe, which they 
did in gallant style. For twenty minutes, the conflict 
lasted; and the sacrifice of life was fearful. The 
Bebds, however, were driven back. Gen. Whitta- 
ker was knocked from his horse by a musket-ball ; 
though he was not so seriously injured as to be 
obliged to leave the field. Two of his staff officers 
were killed, and two mortally wounded. Gen. 
Steadman's horse was shot under him; and the 
general -himself was badly bruised. This charge 
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was made bj Union soldiers, onlj few of whom had 
been in an engagement before ; and yet thej drove 
back a division of veteran Rebel soldiers outnumber- 
ing them bj several hundreds. 

After receiving re-enforcements, we, however, 
well-nigh lost the day, by a mistake of Gen. Wood, 
in another part of the field. But for an irresistible 
charge, led on by that noble Giristian, Gen. Rey- 
nolds, in order to retrieve our fortunes, well-nigh 
lost by the mistake of Wood, our army would have 
been ingloriously routed. 

** At the close of that day, there were twenty Uiou- 
sand bleeding men on the battle-ground of Ch^cka- 
mauga.'* 

^ AVlio had possession of the field ? ^ asked Charlie. 
. ^ The Rebels had possession of the field," replied 
iTncle William. ** And yet they won no victory." 

•* How so ? " inquired Ella. 

^ They fought to annihilate Rosecrans' army, and 
regain possession of Chattanooga. Evidently they 
expected to achieve these results ; but they signally 
failed of both. Our army was ready to fight them 
another day to hold Chattanooga; but they were 
not disposed to continue the strife. Here closed the 
Battle of Giickamauga. A Rebel sergeant, who 
came into our lines with a squad of men, said that 
Longstreet took twenty-five thousand men into the 
battle of Sunday, and came out with eleven thou- 
sand. 

**Let me relate one incident that illustrates the 
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tme mllitarj spirit that pervaded the Western armj. 
Captain Jordan, of the Eleventh Ohio, led a squad 
of soldiers on a romantic expedition, a short time 
before the Battle of Chickamauga. He heard that 
a little company of Bebels had taken possession of a 
house a few miles distant ; and he resolved to cap- 
ture them at night. 

^Arriving in the vicinity of the house, he con- 
cealed his men, and went forward alone. Approach- 
ing the house, he discovered a fire, blazing in the 
chimnej comer, which was proof that soldiers were 
seeking warmth and comfort there. A Bebel soldier 
opened the door, and peeped out into the darkness. 
Capt. Jordan was only a few feet from him ; and, 
imitating the peculiar pronunciation of the mass of 
the Southern soldiers, he called out, — 

•** Any of our men tharf* 

** WaU, yes,' answered the Kebel, supposing that 
he was addressing a brother traitor. 

* * Haven't you room for more in tharf ' asked the 
captain. 

***Not mud^ tho' I reckon well make room for 
another. Come in an' get warmed : you must be 
a'mpst froze.' 

••*How many of ye's in thar?' 

** * Dunno : house chuck-full. Beckon you'll find 
a comer tho'. Come in.' 

*** Wait till I go to the fence, and hitch my horse,' 
answered Captiun Jordan. *ril be back in a mo- 
ment** 
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**CSftptain Jordan returned; tied his horse to a 
fence ; and led his men forward, and 'surrounded the 
house. Springing into the midst of the Bebels in 
the house, with revolver in hand, he roared, in a 
voice of thunder, — 

*** Surrender, surrender I' 

^ Two or three rifles were raised towards his head ; 
whereupon he assured them that he had men enough 
to * chaw them all up/ At the same time, his boys 
were crowding in at the door. 

^ The Rebels saw that it was of no use ; and they 
surrendered without further resistance. 

***Purty well done, Cap'n,' said the officer in 
charge of the Rebel picket-post. 

***Yes,* replied Capt. Jordan. 'We always do 
things pretty well. Fall in here ; and keep prettj 
quiet, if you know what's good for you/ 

**lVhcn the Rebels had * fallen in,' and saw how 
few soldiers Captain Jordan had with him, they un- 
derstood the ruse. 

^ * Sold again ! ' exclaimed one of the number. 

^ That was well done," said Marcus. 

**It was brave too," added Qiarlie. 

**At one time," continued Uncle William, ''our 
army threw two pontoon-bridges across the river, — 
one at Chattanooga, and the other just below. The 
Rebels above undertook to destroy them, by cutting 
heavy timber, lashing the logs together, and sending 
them down the swift, rolling stream. Our men at' 
once threw a boom across the river above the bridges 



152 BISTORT OF THB BEBBIXION. 

to catch the logs, and stationed a detail of the pio- 
neer corps to secure the timber. In this waj, some 
of the finest logs were obtained for boat-building. 
Several saw-mills on the bank of the river were kept 
bo^ to saw these Rebel logs for Union boats.** 

^That was outwitting them with a vengeance,'* 
said CSharlie. 

^^Veiy manj similar facts might be cited to illus- 
trate the nature and progress of the warfare, and 
lStyb eaergj^ skill, patriotism, and strategy of the 
loyal army. 

^I will read to you the account of a slave, who 
had an interview with our officers just after the Bat- 
tle of Chickamauga. It shows how kind and noble- 
hearted the black race is, in comparison- with their 
lordly masters, or even the * poor whites * who despise 
them." 

Uncle William read the following : — 

'^Look ye'ah, boss, — want ter know whar massa's 
moles are gone? Massa dunno nuffin 'boot *em, when 
sogers ober dar; but I know. Massa says dey is dar 
done gone ter otir army; but I know whar dey dar done 
gone. Dey is in de canebrake, 'way ober dar; an' Tse sot 
on gwioe dar wid you, ef you want 'em. Mighty peart 
moles, bossl Golly I won't ole massa rave when de mules 
dar done gone ter Linkum's army ? But say, boss, dar's a 
sick woman, — she is one of dem poor whites,— chiren 
sick too: she's most dyin'. 'Pears like 'twould be better 
she woold die; she's a poor critter, boss, — a poor critter. 
She com from ober land: her ole man 'scripted inter 
Seoeih army? Wall, yoo see dat ar patch ob com ober 
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dar? Dat blongs ter dat poor woman: she's worked an' 
worked. Whew I how dat ar critter's worked on dat patch 
,ob com ! Now, boss, 'pears like ef it would be mighty bad 
to tech dat ar com. Take massa's com, an' moles, too^ 
down in de canebrake ; but 'member dat ar poor critter. 
She lives in dat cabin ober dar." 

^Kind, good soul,'' said Ella, after listening to 
the aboTC. ** Such a show of pity we can scarcely 
find among their masters.** 

^ It is a noble spirit in white or black num,** an- 
swered Unde William. 

** Well, what became of the poor woman's com?** 
asked Charlie. 

' **I will tell you: our soldiers went to the cane- 
brake and found the fine mules; but they did not 
touch one blade of the poor woman's com. More 
than this, scores of them looked into her dirty cabin ; 
and, touched by the scene of want and woe therein, 
they left the contents of their haversacks for her use. 
They provided her with ham, coffee, sugar, and such 
other articles of food as they had, enough to supply 
her fafhily for several weeks." 

** They caught the good spirit of the negro," said 
Ella. 

^And it was worth catching too," responded 
Giarlie. 

Unde William continued : ** It was on this battle- 
field that many affecting scenes were witnessed by 
chaplains and the agents of the Christian and Sani- 
tary Commissions. One young man, who was morw 
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tally woimdedy called his chaplain^ and unburdened 
to him hia thoughts of home, in connection with his 
own delinquencies. *I remember how my father 
prayed/ said he. * O chaplain I I had a good fieither : 
he is in, heaven now. How he prayed for me, — 
that I might always be good I I remember the night 
that he died, and how happy he was, and how ho 
sang, ^'On Jordan's stormy banks I stand,** and 
how he put his hand on my head, and told me to 
serve God, and meet him in heaven. Oh I if I was 
as good as my father was, it would be better with 
me now. I have forgotten all my promises, — I have 
turned my back on Christ : what shall I do ? what 
shall I do? Fm dying, — I knowPm dying; and 
I am afiraid to die. Jesus I have mercy on me, a 
sinner I* * 

^Another young man who became reconciled to 
death on the battle-field, and looked to his Saviour 
for grace to help, said to his chaplain, when he was 
struck with death,— 

***I do believe in Jesus ; and I think he will save 
me, — yes, he will save me. But, oh I what is this? 
Am I dying now? Tell me, am I dying?' 

^'^Yes: you are dying, dear brother,* answered 
the chaplain* ^You will soon be in the spirit- 
world.* ^ 

^*It*s all over now,* he whispered, as his life was 
fast ebbing away. * God has, for Christ's sake, for- 
given me, a poor sinner ; and he will take me to him- 
wdL Good-by, chaplain, good-by, — a little closer ; * 
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and he drew* dowD the chaplain to hia cold lips : 
•good-by — I — hope — to meet you — in — heaven 

— good-by.* ] 
**Then he fell Into a stupor for a few moments, 1 

when his lips began to move. The chaplain stooped 
forward, and listened. He distinctly heard him say, 
'Mother/ 

^ Then he clasped his hands together as if engaged 
in prayer. The chaplain still listened ; and he heard 
the following : — 

" • Our Father — who art — this night — I lay me 

— down — O Jesus — my Saviour— take me— to. 
him. Hallowed be — thy name.' 

^With these words, 'his spirit took its flight; 
having won a glorious victory over death and the 
grave.** 

These affecting incidents touched the hearts of the 
children, so that sadness sat upon their brows ; and 
tender-hearted Ella's eyes were suffused with tears. 

**The Bebels were encouraged by our failure at 
Chickamauga,'* said Uncle William ; **and the Battle 
of Chattanooga followed, of which I shall speak." 
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BATTLE OF OHATTANOOOA. 

•• /^ EN. GRANT was on the ground now," said 
vjT Undo Willuun. Gen. Rosecrans had been 
superseded bj Gen. Thomas ; and, on the 19th of 
October, a new military department of the Missis- 
sippi was created, and placed under G^n. Grant. 

^'Gren. Thomas still held Chattanooga, to which 
place Gren. Grant proceeded on assuming command 
of the department. Our army at Chattanooga was 
suffering for want of supplies, as they were well- 
nigh surrounded by the enemy. Our horses had 
become worn and exhausted by hauling supplies for 
the army from Stevenson and Bridgeport to Chatta- 
nooga over Waldron*s Bridge. It cannot be denied, 
that Gren. Bragg had our army in a tight place at 
Chattanooga. His cavalry, under Wheeler, kept at 
woiic in its rear. He captured a Federal train of 
ammunition and other stores near M^Minneville, 
and burned all the wagons. Then he attacked 
M*Minneville itself, where he had a sharp fight 
with our men who held it ; and he took five hundred 
and thir^ of them prisoners, together with another 
train of loaded wagons. He destroyed an engine 
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and train of cars also. He entered Shelbyville, 
too, and captured a quantity of Federal stores.** 

^I remember how great the anxiety of the North 
was for our army there," said Charlie. 

^ Very great solicitude spread through all the lo3ral 
States lest Wheeler should cut off all the sources of 
supply, and starve Kosecrans's army into submission. 
Confidence in Gen. Kosecrans was somewhat shaken 
for the time being. The appointment of Gen. Grant, 
however, to the command of that department relieved 
the public mind, and inspired hope. 

^ You can understand why Gen. Grant proceeded 
directly to Chattanooga. On arriving there, he 
seemed to comprehend the situation of affairs at 
once. He ordered Hooker to concentrate his com- 
mand, and move to Wauhatchie in Lookout Valley. 
Major-Gen. Howard with the Eleventh Army Corps, 
and G^n. Gerry's division of the Twelfth Army 
Corps, were to follow him. On the 28th of October, 
Hooker found himself in Lookout Valley, in accord- 
ance with his orders. 

^ The immense work of supplying the army, and 
conducting its vast affairs preparatory to a great 
battle, was prosecuted with the utmost vigor until 
the twenty-third day of November, when the bloody 
contest began. The enemy could not relinquish the 
idea of holding Chattanooga again. It was too im* 
portant a position to give up without another mighty 
struggle. They could afford to make a great sacri- 
fice of life for complete and permanent possession of 
that place. 
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^'The contest opened, on the 23d» by Gen. Thomas, 
who attacked the enemy's left, wliich he did in fine 
style, carrying the first line of rifle-pits, that extended 
two hundred yards, and taking two hundred prisoners. 

^On the next day, the 24th, Gen. Hooker carried 
the north slope of Liookout Mountain, capturing from 
five to six hundred prisoners. The enemy made 
repeated attempts to recapture the position ; but he 
was effectually repulsed in all of them. On this 
day also, Sherman crossed the Tennessee Eiver, and 
carried the northern extremity of Missionary Ridge. 
At the close of the day. Gen. Grant ordered a gen- 
eral advance of the army to take place on the morn- 
ing of the 25th.'' 

**May I ask why the name * Missionary Ridge' 
waa giyen to dmt eminence?" said Ella. «I can see 
why the other was called * LiOokout Mountain.' " 

**The name was derived firom the fact that mis- 
sionaries labored there among the Cherokees* who 
occupied that Bidge ; and it appears like a retribu- 
tion of Grod upon the South, that they lost that 
position. It was the slave-power that seized those 
missionaries, and imprisoned them. There was the 
first hneaking of a treaty made by our Gbvemment ; 
and the South did it,- in bold defiance of God. It 
seemed as If God bared his arm for the right, and 
swept the Bebds away before our advancing columns, 
as an act of justice. 

**I must tell you, before proceeding furtUer, of 
the noble spirit that animated our soldiers in the 
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sanguinaiy work of carrying that Ridge. Every 
num knew that it would cost blood ; and jet eveij 
man went into the fight with a will. 

** A soldier dropped with a shattered shoulder in 
the difficult assent, when two comrades tarried to 
carry him to the rear. 

** * I am of no account/ said the wounded num : 
* don't stop for me. For Grod's sake, push right up 
with the boys I' 

^And so tliey left him in his bloody garments, 
and pressed on to meet the foe. 

** A colonel encountered two brothers, as he was 
toiling up the mountain ; one leaning over the other, 
who was mortally wounded. The colonel, not see- 
ing the wounded man at first, ordered the other to 
move on. 

^ * But this is my brother,* he replied with great 
emotion. 

** The poor dying boy heard the order, and, open- 
ing his eyes^ said, *Yes; that is right, George: go 
on ; go on.' 

** George clasped his rifle, and turned away with 
streaming eyea to obey the order. After the battle 
was over, he went back to see hb brother ; but he 
was dead. God had discharged him honorably from 
the service while the battle was raging. 

^ The colonel of the Forty-first Ohio fell mortally 
wounded, as his regiment advanced upon the first 
line of rifle-pits. A general rode up to him, and , 
said, * I hope you are not badly wounded.' 
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* The colonel replied, * Do 70U think we shall make 
in, general?* 

***! do/ replied the general. 
**Then/ answered the expiring hero, with a^ 
smile, *I am satisfied : I can stand this.* 

* Scores of such examples of heroism dignified the 
straggle to capture Missionary Ridge ; but I have 
not time to dwell upon them. I must return to the 
great contest of the 25th. 

**! said that Gen. Grant ordered a general ad- 
vance on that morning. He had made ample pre- 
parations for such a' movement ; and he was sanguine 
of success. Of course, the order was obeyed. Gen. 
Hooker dashed away for the mountain-top, with 
a portion of his command, to plant the old flag 
there; while another portion swept across Chatta- 
nooga Yallej to Bossville, and firom Rossville to the 
summit of Missionary Ridge. 

"Gens. Sherman, Thomas, Howard, Sheridan, 
and all the other accomplished generals on the 
ground, led their commands forward with consum- 
mate sldll and bravery. It seemed well-nigh im- 
possible for the summit of Missionary Ridge to be 
reached in the face of such a fire as the Rebel bat- 
teries planted there poured down upon our troops. 
But the army admitted no impossibilities. On, on 
our men rushed, with the fire of patriotism in their 
hearts, and the assurance of victory in their eyes. 
The flag which they loved and followed, they planted 
upon the heights. 
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^ In his report, 6cn. Grant soidi — 

^ * These troops moved forward ; drove the enemy 
from the rifle-pits at the base of the Ridge, like bees 
from a hive ; stopped but a moment until the whole 
were in line; and commenced the ascent of tlie 
mountain from right to left almost simultaneously, 
following closely the retreating enemy without fur- 
ther orders. They encountered a fearful volley 
of grape and canister from near thirty pieces of 
artillery and musketry from still well-filled. rifle-pits 
on the summit of the Bidge. Not a waver, however, 
was seen in all that long line of brave men. Their 
progress was steadily onward until the summit was 
in their possession* In this charge, the casualties 
were remarkably few for the fire encountered. I 
can account for this only on the theory, that the 
enemy*3 surprise cU the audacity of such a charge 
caused confusion and purposeless aiming of their 
pieces.* 

^ Night came on; and the darkness prevented a 
general pursuit of the foe. Gen. Sheridan, however, 
who was always ready for action, pursued the enemy 
as far as Mission Mills. 

^On the next day, Gens. Sherman and Thomas 
started after Bragg's army. On the morning iOf 
the 27th, Thomas's advance found the enemy in a 
strong position at Ringgold, *in the gorge and on 
the crest of Tailor's l^dge.* A severe battle was 
fought, and the Rebels were dislodged; though it 
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was done bj the sacrifice of manj brave men, and 
Beyeral accomplished officers. 

^Howard's corps was sent to Bed Gaj to cut off 
Braggfs communication with Longstreet. The latter 
had gone to besiege Knoxville. 

** As it was absolutely necessary to send relief to 
Gen. Bumside at Knoxville^ Gen. Grant pursued 
the enemy no further than Tunnel Hill, twenty miles 
firom Chattanooga. 

**At the same time that Sherman and Thomas 
started upon their pursuit of the enemy. Gen. 
Ghranger was ordered to march with twenty thou- 
sand men to the relief of Bumside, whose rations 
would be exhausted within three days.** 

'**Was not the Federal victory at Giattanooga 
considered one of the most remarkable triumphs of 
the war?** iAquired Oiarlie interrupting. 

^ It was, on account of the strong position of the 
Bebels. They commanded from Lookout Mountain, 
with their batteries, the only way of communication 
with Gen. Grant^s army at Chattanooga. So secure 
did they regard their positions, and so certain were 
ihej of capturing Gen. Grant and his army, that 
Gen. Bragg was heard to say, *I am watching from 
my tent thirty thousand prisoners over there, that I 
have not rations for just now ; so I let them keep 
themselves for a few days.' 

"^There's many a slip between the cup and lip,*** 
said Charlie. 

^'The old adage proved true in this case^^ replied 



BATTLE OF OHATTANOOOA. 163 

Unde William. **It is a verj interesting &ct that 
Gen. Hooker fought most of the battle on Lookout 
Mountain above the clouds. The clouds actual!/ 
floated between him and that part of the armj that 
remained in the valley below. For this reason, it 
was called * The Battle in the Clouds.* 

^When Gen. Grant began to shell Chattanooga, 
it was Fast Day in the Confederacy ; and Dr. Palmer, 
the well-known Rebel divine of New Orleans, was 
conducting a service in Chattanooga. He was en- 
. gaged in prayer, when the first shell came crashmg 
into the town, to the surprise and consternation of 
the people. A portion of his congregation rushed 
from the house, though the greater part remained ; 
• whUe the Bebel doctor continued praying. Instead 
of shortening his prayer, or exhibiting signs of 
trepidation, a new inspiration seemed to lift his 
heart to God; and he prayed more fervently for 
divine interposition.'* 

**Did Gen. Granger reach Knoxville in season 
to relieve Bumside?'' asked Charlie. ^I recollect, 
that people feared our army there would be obliged 
to surrender to Longstreet.** 

** Gen. Granger did not go at all, I am sorry to 
say. He refused to obey orders ; and, when Gen. 
Sherman returned from the pursuit of Bragg, Gen. 
Grant placed him in'command -of Granger's troops, 
and despatched him to Knoxvillej^ 

.^ Of course, he was there in season,'' said Marcus. 

^Gen. Sherman was always in season," replied 
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Unde William. ^ As soon as Loftgstreet found that 
Gen. Shcnnan vras after him, he raised the siege of 
Knoxvillet and proceeded to take care of himself. 

*In the series of conflicts beginning with the 
shelling of Oiattanooga, and ending with the relief 
of Bumside, Gen. Grant lost seven hundred and 
£ft]r-seven killed, four thousand five hundred and 
twen^-nine wounded, and three hundred and thirty 
missing; total, five thousand six hundred and six- 
teen. The loss of the enemy, including his loss 
at Enoxville, was greater than that of Gen. Grant. 
Gen. Grant captured six thousand one hundred and 
forty-two prisoners, of whom two hundred and thirty- 
nine were commissioned officers. He captured, 
also, forty pieces of artillery, sixty-nine artOlery 
carriages and caissons, and seven thousand stand of 
small-arms." 

^Gen. Sherman deserves the gratitude of the 
country for the prompt and complete relief which he 
rendered Bumside. The latter had been compelled 
to fiJl back from Loudon within the fortifications of 
£noxville, where he was completely invested by 
Longstreei's army. He was obliged to put his 
troops upon short rations, and labor day and night 
in order to* hold the place until Gen. Grant could 
•end relief. Gen. Bumside had but twelve thousand 
soldiers with hinr. Gen Sherman marched his com- 
mand from Chattanooga to Knoxville, eighty-four 
miles, after the hard battle at the former place and 
the pursuit of Bragg tweatj miles, and that, too. 
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without allowing his soldiers rest. Gren. Shermaii 
thus speaks of the affair in his report.'' Uncle Wil- 
liam read : — 

*^ ' In reviewing the facts, I must do justice to mjr com« 
mand| for the patience, cheerfulness, and courage which 
officers and men have displayed throughout, — in battle, on 
the march, and in camp. For long periods, without regu- 
lar rations or supplies of any kind, they have marched 
through mud and over rocks, sometimes barefooted, with* 
out a murmur, without a moment's rest. Afler a march 
of over four hundred miles, without stop for three sucees- 
sive nights, we crossed the Tennessee, fought our part of 
the Battle of Chattanooga, pursued the enemy out of Ten- 
nessee, and then turned more than one hundred miles 
north, and compelled Longstreet to raise the siege of 
Knoxville, which gave so much anxiety to the whole 
country.' 

"There," remarked Uncle William, laying aside 
the report, — "there is a record of which the country 
may be proud. Think of marching an armj rapidlj 
four hundred miles to re-enforce a general who is in 
a critical position, fighting hard three days after 
reaching him, and then turning about for a march 
of another hundred miles to relieve a beleafmered 
garrison I It is wonderful." 

"I must not forget to mention, that, after the cap- 
ture of Mission Bidge, Gen. T. J. Wood, who had 
distinguished himself for bravery and skill, rode 
along his lines, amid the most enthusiastic cheers 
of his men. Their devotion and admiration were 
60 manifest, that he could not resist the nftftlnng of 



166 mSTOET OF THE BEBELLXOIT. 

a speech. Stopping his horse, and tumhig to his 
command) with a smile plajing over his fiice^ he 
said, — 

* * Brave men I You were ordered to go forward, 
and take the Bebel rifle-pits at the foot of these 
hills. You did so ; and then, without arderSf 70U 
pushed forward, and took all the enemy's works on 
top. Here is a fine chance for having you all court- 
martialed ; and I will appear myself as the principal 
witness against you, unless you promise me one 
ttung.** . 

*" What is it? what is it?' cried the soldiers. 

***It is,' answered the general, *that, as you are 
now in possession of these works, you will continue, 
against all opposition of Bragg, Johnston, Jeff. 
Davis, and the Devil, steadfastly to hold them.' 

** Here the enthusiasm of his men knew no bounds. 
They left the ranks, and crowded around the gen- 
eral, shouting, — 

•* We promise I we promise I ' 

" 'Of course, well hold them I ' 

*^*Let any one try to take them from us I '^ 

*** Three cheers for Gen. Wood r 

^The general put spurs to his horse, and rode 
away with the shouts of his men ringing in his 
ears." 

* Tell us more about the siege of Enoxville," said 
Charlie : **! remember little about it." 

** Well, Longstreet evidently thought that he had 
Bumside within his grasp. He was elated, too, on 
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account of haying captured the Eleventh Kentucky 
regiment on his way to Enoxville. Then he thought 
that he did a very shrewd, instead of a mean thing, 
when he stripped these prisoners of their uniforms, 
and arrayed his own men in them, to deceive the Fed- 
erals. The First Kentucky mistook the Bebels thus 
arrayed for the Eleventh, and thus exposed themselves 
to a most galling fire. Many of their number fell. 

^ The conduct of the Bebels was infamous. They 
stripped all prisoners^ dead or wounded, and appro- 
priated their clothing to the use of the bogus Con- 
federacy. Four dead bodies of the Forty-fifth Ohio 
were found quite naked. A wounded officer vras 
brought to consciousness by the attempt of a Bebel 
to cut off his little finger for a ring. He was 
stripped to his shirt and drawers. 

**0n the 16th of November, it was rumored in 
Knoxville that Longstreet would be there on the 
following day. There was no sleep on that night. 
All loyal men, in the army and out of it, toiled hard 
to build fortifications, dig rifle-pits, and plant cannons 
on house-tops, to protect the place. Bebels in the 
city were jubilant, of course, and expected to give 
their traitorous friends a cordial welcome. 

^Sure enough, Longstreet's legions were there on 
the 17th inst., investing the city; and, on the fol- 
lowing day, the battle commenced in earnest. All 
through the day it raged; and * deeds of noble 
daring ' won fresh laurels for Bumside's men. Gren. 
Saunders, the young and heroic general of Ken- 
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tackj, onlj twenty-eight years of age, fell mortally 
.womided ere the mm set. His last words were a 
message of love to his dear mother. 

^ One poor fellow, who was carried to the hospi- 
tal with his leg shockingly mangled, asked, as his 
Uoody pantaloons were cut away, — 

"^^Can the leg be saved?' 

"*I fear not,' answered the surgeon. 

**Well,' responded the wounded hero, *I can 
afford one leg for my country: take it off.' 

**Many houses in the outskirts of the city were 
burned, to expel the Bebel sharpshooters who were 
firing fix>m them. In consequence, many houseless 
and homeless women and children were roaming the 
streets. All the hotels were taken for hospitals. 
Stores and vacant rooms were filled up with people 
and army supplies. 

**0n Sunday, Nov. 22, Bumside heard, from 
Sherman, that he was coming.** 

"*I can imagine what good news that was to 
them,** said Ella. 

^It inspired Bumside's command with new cour- 
age, so that they even observed widi grateful hearts 
the National Thanksgiving of the 26th, which the 
President appointed. 

**0n the 30th of November, Longstreet, having 
been re-enforccd, made a final, desperate assault 
upon Fort Sanders. Never did warriors contend 
with greater desperation than did the command of 
the Bebel general on that day. An eye-witness has 
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described the scene with such graphic power that I 
will read it. Uncle William read : — 

*^'Then ensued a scene of carnage and horror which 
has but few parallels in the annals of warfare. Balaklava 
was scarcely more terrible. Stunned for a moment, by 
the torrent of canister and lead poured upon them [the 
Rebels] bj Buckley's First Rhode-Island battery and our 
line of musketry, on they came. . Again and again, the 
deadly missiles shattered their torn and mangled columns. 
Their march was over dead and wounded comrades; yet 
still, they faltered not, but onward, still onward. Whole 
ranks stumbled over wires stretched from stump to stump, 
and fell among the dead and dying; yet still over their 
prostrate bodies marched the doomed heroes of that for-> 
lorn hope. 

'^'At last the ditch was reached; and the slaughter 
became butchery, as if on a wager of death against mor-> 
tality. Benjamin's guns, on the salient, swept the ditch 
as the tornado would the com. The earth was sated with 
blood. Men waded in blood, and struggled up the scarp, 
and, slipping in blood, fell back to join their mangled 
predecessors in the gory mud below. The shouts of the 
foiled and infuriate Rebels, the groans of the dying and 
shrieks of the Wounded, arose above the din of the cannon. 
Benjamin lighted 8helU», and threw them over the parapet ; 
and artillery-men followed his example. One Rebel 
climbed the parapet, and planted the flag of the Thirteenth 
Mississippi regiment on the summit ; but the Rebel shout 
that greeted its appearance bad scarce left the lips that 
framed it, than man and flag were in the ditch together, 
pierced by a dozen balls. Another Rebel repeated tha 
feat, and rejoined his comrade. A third essayed to bear 
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off the flag, and was doyen with kQ axe. One man 
entered. an embrasurey and was blown to fragments; two 
more were cat down in another; bqt not one entered the 
fort'- 

**The siege of Knoxville lasted about three weeks. 
During this time, the colored population rendered 
themselves verj useful indeed. The males labored 
brayelj upon the defences of the city ; and many of 
the females acted as nurses in the hospitals. In this 
way, they rendered invaluable service to the cause. 

^ Just before the siege of Knoxville, a case of 
small-pox appeared in the city. The patient was 
removed to a house beyond the d^ limits. When 
Longstreet approached, the nurse fled, leaving the 
patient to die of neglect. 

^The Bebels took possession of the building; 
stripped the dead body of its clothing, and carried 
it away, with all the bedding on which the patient 
lay." 

^They were not as afraid of the small-poz as I 
am,"* said EUa. 

**I suppose that they were in so great need of 
clothing and bedding, that the choice was simply 
between freezing to death, and dying of small-pox,** 
leplied Uncle William. ^Whether it spread the 
disease among them or not, I never knew. It was 
certainly strange if it did not.** 

** How did matters stand at Charleston during all 
this time?** inquired Charlie. 

* We will see at our next interview. £Sharle8ton 
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28 a place to which loyal hearts have turned with 
much yearning for its capture. It is late; and we 
must stop here^ with my express promise to continne 
the story in a few days*** 
And so they separated for the day. 
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AT his own house^ Uncle William assembled his 
young listeners at the next interview, — Ella 
and Charlie, Jennie and Marcus, and little flaxen- 
haired Tommy. All were promptly there, as boys 
and girls, not to say men and women, ever should be, 
to meet theur engagements. 

** Charleston held out wonderfully,'' began Uncle 
William. ^ The traitors of South Carolina would 
have felt sadly humiliated if their city had been cap- 
tared early in the war.'' 

**When did the siege of Charleston commence?*' 
inquired Charlie. 

•'On July 10, 1863. We have seen before, that 
tmsoccessful attempts had been made to capture the 
city*. In the early part of April, 1863, a very earnest 
effort was made by our fleet, under Admiral Du- 
pont, to reduce Fort Sumter. Nine of our iron-clads 
drew up before the fort for the purpose of pound- 
ing it into a heap of ruins ; but the ruin well-nigh 
came to the other side. Our steamers were brought 
nnder the concentrated Are of the guns of Sumter ; 
and the whole terrific power of casemate and bar- 
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bette broadsides fell upon them. In thirty minutes, 
five out of the nine iron-dads were disabled. With- 
in two hours after our fleet drew up before Sumter 
for action, it was withdrawn ; and the commander 
was truly thankful, that he escaped with no heavier 
loss. G^n. Hunter, who was in command of that 
department, wrote a letter of thanks to Dupont, in 
which he said, *That you are uninjured, and so many 
of your command fit for service, is a cause of deep 
gratitude to Almighty God, I confess, when the 
" Weehawken " first ran under Sumter^s guns, receiv- 
ing . the casemate and barbette broadsides from that 
work simultaneously with the similar broadsides fi:t>m 
Fort Moultrie and all the otiier works within range, 
I fairly held my breath until the smoke had cleared 
away, not expecting to see a vestige of the little ves- 
sel which had provoked such an attack/ " 

** Then the attack was an utter failure,'' said Char- 
lie. 

^ So far as the object' for which it was made was 
concerned, it proved a failure. It was of service,' 
however, to our Government, inasmuch as it tested 
both the strength of Sumter and of our iron-clads.'' 

^ Was it before or after this that the Confederate 
ram came out of Charleston Harbor, and attacked 
our blockaders ? '^ asked Charlie. 

^ It was before : about the first of February, I 
think. I will briefly refer to it. About four o'clock 
in the morning, two iron-dad gunboats came out of 
the harbor, under cover of the darkness and thick 
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haze. Lieut.-Commander Abbott of the * Merddita 
was on deck giving an order, when be discovered 
smoke, and the appearance of a vessel close at 
hand.'* 

^ * She has black smoke/ exclaimed Lieut. Abbott. 
* Watch, man the guns ! spring the rattle I call all 
hands to quarters I' 

^Acting-Master Dwyer ran to the cabin door, and 
called out to Commander Stellwap:en, * A steamboat 
is close aboard/ 

** Commander Stellwagen sprang to the poop- 
ladder, and caught sight of a low boat. 

***Titun your guns right on it,' he shouted ; *and 
be ready to fire as soon as I order.' 

•*• Ahoy 1 * roared Stellwagen, not knowing whether 
it was friend or foe. * Stand clear of us, and heave 
to. What steamer is that ? ' 

**Tben he ordered his men to fire into the craft, 
and again addressed the strange visitor : * You will be 
into us. What steamer is that ? ' 

***Halloo I ' was all the answer that he received. » 

** At the same time the unknown craft was running 
directly into the * Merddita;' and, just as she was 
about to strike, her commander shouted, *This is 
the Confederate-States steam-ram I " 

***Iire r ordered Commander Stellwagen ; but not 
a gun could be trained upon the foe, on account of 
her position. She struck the *Mercidita' with tre- 
mendous force, and fired a heavy rifle tibrough her 
diagonally; penetrating the starboard side through 



SIEGE OF CHABLE8I0K. 175 

the provender-condenser, the steam-drum of the port 
boiler, and exploded against the port side of the 
ship, blowing a hole, in its exit, some four or five 
feet square. 

"^ ' We are shot through both boilers I '— *The fires 
are put out I' — * Many men are killed and wound- 
ed P — *The vessel is sinking I' These are some 
of the exclamations which the commander heard firom 
his men. 

*^ Surrender, or I'll sink you I' cried the com« 
mander of the Rebel ram. * Will you surrender?' 

** Knowing that he could make no resistance, 
Stellwagen replied, * My boiler is destroyed. I can 
make no resistance.' 

^*Do you surrender?' cried the Bebel again. 

^ * Yes,' answered Stellwagen. 

^ Then the ram turned upon the * Keystone State,' 
sent a shell into her, which exploded in her fore hold, 
and set her on fire. The fire was speedily extin- 
guished, when Conmiander Leroy steered directly for 
the ram, resolved to give battle ; but a shot from the 
foe passed through both the steam-chests, wholly 
disabling the boilers of the * Keystone State,' and ren- 
dering her powerless. 

**By this time, all the fleet were prepared to attack 
the enemy ; and the ram was obliged to beat a hasty 
retreat." 

** Were any of our men killed?" asked Ella. 

^ Yes : on the * Keystone State ' about one fourth 
of her crew were kiUed and wounded. The medical 
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officer of the ship. Surgeon Gotwold, was scalded 
to death while assisting one of the wounded men. 

**The Kebels were verj exultant over this success. 
They had a great rejoicing in Charleston ; and the/ 
telegraphed to Bichmond, exaggerating the whole 
affiiir as usual. They prepared also, and sent to 
England, the most extravagant reports in order 
to make the English Government believe that the 
blockade was broken. And the Rebel Government 
took the matter up, with the design of forcing Eng- 
land to declare that the blockade was raised. 

** England had probably learned enough of South- 
em misrepresentation and falsehood, by this time, to 
be on her guard,** remarked Ella. 

** There is no doubt of it. By this time, too, 
our Government had learned that Fort Sumter 
and Charleston could not be captured without the 
co-operation of a land-force. For this reason, 
Brig.-Gen. Gilmore (afterwards Major^Gen.) was 
appointed to command the land-forces in the con- 
templated siege of Charleston. It was thought 
that the navy and army together could capture the 
city. 

**Gren. Gilmore resolved to take possession of 
Morris Island, as the first step towards the reduction 
of Sumter and the capture of Charleston. It was 
a stupendous undertaking ; but his indomitable spirit 
was equal to the task. Morris Island is a strip of 
land three and a half miles long, lying directly on 
the ocean. Cumming^s-Point Battery was planted 



SIEGE OF CHABLESTOK. 177 

at the northern end of it^ — the point which Gen. 
Gihnore desired to possess, because it bore directly 
on Fort Sumter. Another battery was planted at 
the southern extremity of the island , to annoy our 
forces on the north end of Folly Island, where they 
were constructing heavy works. 

"In July, Gen. Gilmore made a bold strike for 
Morris Island. For several weeks, his men had been 
constructing sand batteries and mounting heavy guns 
on FoUy Island, within eight hundred yards of the 
enemy's works on Morris Island. This preparation 
had been carried on under the cover of night. 
Night after night, the men labored with all diligence ; 
and, as each morning dawned, they so arranged the 
brush as to conceal the labors of the night. To the 
enemy, there did not appear the least sign of prepara- 
tion for attack in that direction. 

^ On the morning of the 10th of July, at early 
dawn, all the brush was cleared away before our 
works secretly constructed on Folly Island ; and the 
enemy was courteously notified of what had been 
done, by the roar of our guns and mortars. 

** During the night, Gen. Strong had taken two 
thousand soldiers up Folly Biver, and was in easy 
range of the Bebel battery which they wanted to 
take, when our guns notified the foe of battle in the 
morning.*' 

***Let me land my command, and take that bat- 
tery?' said Lieut.-Col. Bodman to Gren. Strong. 

^ * Go,' replied the general, after some hesitation. 
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** The Lieut.-CoL stood up in the stem of his boat, 
and gave the order, — 

^ * Seventh Connecticut , man your oars, and follow 
me* 

** Within a few minutes, his command was in line 
upon the shore, — about one hundred and eighty 
effective men. 

** Without delay, they advanced against the foe so 
gallantly, that they took possession of the first line of 
the enemy's rifle-works with little difficulty. They 

•till pressed forward to the second line of works, die 

foe retiring before them. Here Col. Eodman sent 
back word to Gen. Strong to land his whole force, 
as the line occupied could be held. 

**Gen. Strong landed; and, ailer ezchanging a 
few shots, the Rebels fled before Lieut. Jordan, 
who pushed directly up into their battery, and turned 
the guns upon them, capturing those who remained. 
Before the fugitives reached Fort Wagner, our shells 
screamed over their heads in rather too close prox- , 
imity for comfort. We captured eight single-gun 
batteries and three mortars, and about two hundred 
prisoners. 

^ Our little army bivouacked for the night under 
easy range of Fort Wagner. At two o'clock in the 
morning. Gen. Strong issued his orders : — 

••* Turn out I We have a job on hand. ' 

**The job was to capture Fort Wagner. The 
Seventh Connecticut hod the advance, and were to 
be supported by the Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania and ' 
the Ninth Maine. — 
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**Aim low, and put your trust in God. For- 
ward the Seventh I ' ordered the commandmg officer. 

^ Steadily they advanced, with stout hearts ; and, 
as soon as they received the fire of the Rebel pickets, 
they rushed forward at double-quick for the works. 
A galling fire swept through their ranks, and many 
fell; but a few words of encouragement from the 
officers nerved the survivors for still more heroio 
deeds. They reached the outer works, bounded over 
them with a will, * down the opposite side across the 
moat, right up to the crest of the parapet.' And 
here I will let Captain Gray, who reported the affidr, 
speak for himself.'' 

Uncle William read as follows from Capt. Gray's 
report : — 

^' There we lay, anxiously waiting for our support to 
come up so far as to make it a sure thing for us to rise up, 
and go over with a bound ; our men in the mean time busy- 
ing themselves by picking off the sharpshooters and gun- 
ners. We lay so near the top, that one had only to put his 
head up, and point across the parapet, to kill his man. 

** ' As near as I can ascertain, we were in this position 
from ten to twenty minutes, when both of the regiments that 
were to support us broke and fled, leaving us to take care 
of ourselves as best we might. As soon as the regiment 
in front broke and ran, the Rebels paid particular attention 
to our case. They threw hand-grenades over the parapet, 
and soon sent men into the flank of a bastion, which com- 
manded the front upon which we lay. They had us there 
at a great disadvantage. The question was, whether we 
should surrender as prisoners, attempt to carry the works^ 
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and be entirely annihilated (as thej greatlj outnumbered 
us), or take the back track, and run the gauntlet for our 
lives. " 

«<X7pon consulting the lieutenant-colonel^ he reluctantly 
gave the order* to retreat Lieut Phillips exclaimed, 
j ^Forthesakeof our cause, don't let us retreat** A3 if by 

I magic, the order was recalled, although some had started ; 

but the order had to be repeated, and down, in, and across 
, the moat we went over the works. The Rebels had a perfect 

{ enfilading fire of small-arms for a thousand yards : besides, 

j their pieces were giving us grape and canister. Men fell 

i on all sides of me ; and I alone of four captains was spared; 

and, out of one hundred and ninety-one. officers and men 
that marched out to attack the foe, only eighty-eight re- 
turned safe to camp. And ever let it be said, to the credit 
of the Seventh Connecticut Volunteers, that not one strag- 
gler could be discovered. Fifteen minutes after we got 
into camp, the roll wi^ called ; and but one man came in 
afterwards; and he was delayed in assisting a sick com- 
ade.'- 

**A wonderful escape and a proud record,'' aaid 
Ella, when Uncle William ceased to read. 

**1 don 't think much of the two regiments that 
broke and fled, leaving the Seventh to be butchered,'' 
aaid Marcus. 

^ It was a tiying position for our troops," answered 
Unde William. * ** After this repulse. Gen. Gilmore 
exerted himself to the utmost to strengthen his posi- 
tion on Morris Island. By the 18th of July, he had 
erected five batteries, containing in aU nine thirty- 
pomd and four twenty-pound Parrotts, and ten 
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ten-inch mortars, on the left ; with two thirty-pound 
Porrotts, ten ten-inch mortars, and three full bat- 
teries of light artillery, on the right. Three-fourths 
of the island was in possession of our forces, at the 
f) time mentioned. 

*' On the 18th of July, Gen. Gilmore. decided 
to make another assault upon Fott Wagner. He 
ordered the iron-clads to pound the fort as hard as 
tliey possibly could, in connection with the land-bat- 
teries." 

** What iron-clads were there? ** inquired Giarlie. 

^The ^Montauk', which was Admiral Dahlgrcn*s 
flag-ship, the *New Ironsides,* the ^Catskill,' the *Nan- 
tucket,* the ^Weehawken,' and the ^Patapsco.' At 
^ twelve o'clock, they opened a terrific fire upon the fort, 

and continued it for eight hours, until after sunset. 
The enemy did not reply, except with an occasional 
gun. How men could live in the fori, under such a 
fire, even though protected by bomb-proofs, seemed 
mysterious. But the result proved that they were not 
annihilated. In addition to the guns of the fleet, 
fifty-four guns fit)m the land-batteries kept up an 
incessant storm of shot and shell. Once the Rebel 
flag was shot away ; but instantly a half-dozen Bebels 
mounted the works, and unfurled it again to the 
breeze with loud hurrahs. 
^ ** Night came, and the fort was not captured. 

*** Something must be done, and that, too, quickly, 
or in a few days we shall have the whole army in 
Virginia upon us,' said one. of the generals. * We 
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must stonn the fort to-night, and cany it at the point 
of the bayonet/ 

^The suggestion was adopted ; and, in a few mo- 
mentSi the bugles funded, and the shout of command 
was given. The soldiers bounded to their feet, eager 
for the attack. 

** Three brigade were ordered to the assault. Gen. 
Strong conunanded the first, Col. Putnam the sec- 
ond, and Gen. Stevenson the third. The Fifty- 
j fourth Massachusetts (colored) , commanded by the 

; gallant Col. Shaw, was the advanced regiment in — ., 

the first brigade. This regiment was appointed to 
i this post of danger and honor on account of its fine 

fightmg qualities, as exhibited on James Island a few 
days before. 

^ All things being ready. Gen. Strong ordered the 
I First Brigade to advance, just as darkness began to 

cover the troops. As soon as the column b^gan 
to move, a terrific fire 'from the barbette guns 
on Fort Sumter, from the batteries on Cumming's 
\ Point, and from all the guns on Fort Sumter, opened 

I upon it. The guns from Wagner swept the beach ; 

f and those from Sumter and Cumming^s Point enfihw 

\ ded it on the left.' In spite of this tremendous fire, 

which cut down the advancing heroes by tens and 
twenties, the brigade moved forward, and reached 
the fort, where they had a hand-to-hand conflict for 
half an hour. They did not fall back until nearly 
every commissioned officer was shot down* A 
shower of grape and canister was poured upon 
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them, * from howitzers, raking the ditches from the 
bastions of tlie fort, from hand-grenades, and from 
almost every other implement of warfare/ ** 

^ Was not Col. Shaw killed in this charge? '^ asked 

^1 CharUe. 

^ He was ; and a braver officer never drew a sword. 
He led his men forward with dauntless courage ; and 
he was shot just as he mounted the parapet, swing- 
ing his sword, and shouting, * Onward, boys I * 

^ Gen. Strong was mortally wounded also. He 
was a fine officer, honored and loved by his com- 
mand. He died, subsequently, in New-York Gty. 
Many other officers fell in this bloody encounter. 
All proved themselves brave: not one flinched in 

^ the face of the enemy. Sergt.-Major Lewis H. 

Douglas, a son of Frederick Douglas, so well known, 
distinguished himself by his heroism in this attack. 
Mounting the parapet, he shouted, in a voice of 
thunder, — 

***Come on, boys, and fight for God and Gov. 
Andrew I ' 

^ They planted the flag upon the fort, where it re- 
mained for a few moments. But they could not 
withstand the dreadful fire. The fort, that seemed 
to be held by a small garrison, suddenly disclosed 
thirteen hundred Rebels, emerging from their hiding- 

t places to repel the invaders. The living were com- 

' t pelled to retire. 

^ ** Sergt. Carney, a colored soldier, who had seized 

the colors, was seriously wounded in his breast ; and 
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jet he brought off the colors , bearing them in one 
handy while he crawled away from the fort upon his 
Imees. As he entered the hospital , with the flag, 
his wounded companionsi black and white, rose from 
the straw on which they lay, and cheered until they 
could cheer no more. When the tumult had sub- 
sided, the sergeant responded, * I did no more than 
my duty, boys. The dear old flag never touched 
the ground/ 

^This fight proved that colored soldiers would act 
. bravely,'' remarked Giarlie. 

^Yes: Edward L. Pierce, Esq., who was there 
at the time, wrote to Gov. Andrew, of Massa- 
chusetts, that Gren. Strong said, as he lay weltering 
in his blood, *The Fifty-fourth did well and nobly : 
only the fall of CoL Shaw prevented them from en- 
^ tering the fort. They moved up as gallantly as any 

troops could ; and, with their enthusiasm, they de- 
served a better fate.' 

^The First Brigade failed to take the fort; and 
then the Second Brigade came forward to make the 
attempt. Through a fearful fire, they pressed for- 
ward dear up to the fort, and entered, and held a 
part of it for nearly an hour in a dose contest, in 
which their heads and hands were cut, and bodies 
pierced with bayonets, and bruised with the butt-end 
of guns. 

** They were obliged to retire. The Third Brigade, 

imder Gen. Stevenson, failed to support them ; and 

^ they were forced to retreat. Many a poor fellow was 
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laid low in fighting his way out of the fort. It 
was as desperate an undertaking to escape from the 
works as it was to enter them. 

^ Gen. Gilmore now turned his attention to Fort 
Sumter, determined to pound the stronghold to pieces. 
For seven days, he continued the bombardment in the 
most effective manner. Tons of shot and shell wero 
hurled against the fort ; and breach after breach was 
made. At the expiration of seven days, Gen. Gil- 
more reported that Fort Sumter was < a shapeless 
mass of ruins, incapable of further offensive opera- 
tions.' 

^ Our forces could not occupy the fort because it 
was under the fire of other forts of the enemy ; and 
also it was inaccessible by land. Subsequently, the 
Hebels remounted guns at different times in the fort ; 
but they were speedily silenced. 

** Again, Gen. Gilmore directed his attention to 
Fort Wagner and Battery Gregg. It was necessary 
to capture them, even at a great sacrifice of life. 
He resolved to do it, and he did. On the seventh 
day of September, he unfurled the stars and stripes 
over these Rebel works. Most of the garrison es- 
caped in boats during the night of September 6th. 

^ Gen. Gilmore captured thirty-six pieces of artil- 
lery here, and a large amount of ammunition. The 
joy occasioned by the event, however, all over the 
land, was the happiest circumstance. 

** Another naval attack was made on Sumter on 
the 8th of September ; but it proved a fiulure. 
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" On the 26th of October, Qea. Gilmore renewed 
the bombardment of Smnter, as the Bebels had re- 
mounted gun«, and appeared to be about readj for a 
demonstration. The most furious bombardment of 
the season, however, was on the 31st of October. 

** After the capture of Wagner and Oregg, (he 
commanding general proceeded to strengthen those 
works, and to render them efficient auxiliaries to the 
nayy in future attacks. On the 30th of November, 
he began to shell Giarleston firom Morris Island, a 
distance of five miles. 
• ^ Such was the condition of the siege of Charles- 

' ton when the winter of '63 and '64 set in. The 

birthplace of treason was still defiant; and the 
Union forces around it were no less confident of 
final Tictoiy.** 

** There was much said about the treatment of the 
Hffy-fourth Begiment hy the Rebels at the time,** 
remarked Ella. ^'Whatwasit? I mean those who 
were captured.** 

I ^I suppose that the captives were treated with 

I great cruelty on account of their color ; and even the 

I dead were treated with indignity. Col. Shaw's body 

\ received none of those marks of respect which one 

\ foe accords to the body of another, especially that of 

an officer ; and all because he commanded a colored 
rej^ment. 

^ An attempt was made to get the prisoners out of 

the hands of the military authorities, into the power 

' . of the State of South Carolina, that more summaiy 
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Tengeance might be visited upon them; but this 
effort failed. There was a Union man in Charles- 
ton, a lawyer hy profession, by the name of Nelson 
Mitchell, who espoused the cause of the captured 
negroes ; and for four months he pursued the matter 
in the courts, until he defeated the purpose of cer- 
tain officials who would visit the severest treatment 
upon every colored soldier falling into their hands. 
In the face of threats and death itself, this lawyer 
IMitchell stood up for the Union and the negroes. 
An eye-witzxess declared that his eloquence in the 
court, in behalf of the colored captives, was over- 
whelming. As if inspired with new gifts for the 
occasion, he fairly startled his hearers, and fright- 
ened the authorities into a more decent r^ard for 
justice. 

^ In the early part of the war, this man Mitchell 
incurred the hot displeasure of the fire-eaters ; and 
tivice he was sentenced to be hung; but no one 
dared to execute tlie sentence. For months, at the 
close of each day, he called his wife and children to- 
gether in a room by themselves ; and, having locked 
the door, hung up the American flag, and tliere con- 
versed with them of the great issues of the war, and 
renewed his allegiance to the country before his God. 
He died in 1864, leaving his wife and two children 
penniless. After his death, a shell from a Union 
battery at Cumming's Point struck the house in 
which his wife and children lived; rendering them 
poorer than ever, although their lives were spared.** 
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**How is it with them now?'' asked Ella. 

** Since Charleston has fallen into Federal hands, 
the femily has been cared for. Many negroes were 
prompt to tell of the noble deeds of their patriot 
husband and father.'' 

^ You have not spoken at all of troubles with the 
Indians," said Charlie. ^ I have read in the papers 
that veiy serious troubles with them occurred." 

**That is true; and I was designing to speak of 
them. Perhaps you would like to hear about them, 
now." 

^Yes," all the children exclaimed: ^we should 
like to know if it is possible for the Indians to be 
more savage than the Sebels have shown them- 
sdves." 
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INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 

IN the early part of the war, the Indians began to 
exhibit decided hostility to our Government ; and 
it was clearly to be seen, that they meant to join the 
Itebels. It was supposed that the South had em- 
ployed agents to go among them for tlie wicked 
purpoee of inciting them to deeds of blood. All the 
tribes did not yield to the persuasions and arguments 
of their instigators to violence and murder : some of 
them proved loyal. But such scenes of cruelty, 
rapine, and butchery were enacted as Indians only 
can perpetrate. 

^ Indian warfare is dreadful,** remarked Uncle Wil- 
liam. **Indians can excel even the Bebels in bar- 
barity.** 

**They must be savoffes indeed, then,** replied 
Marcus. 

** About the middle of the year 1862, they began 
their warlike demonstrations on the Frontier.** 

**What tribe commenced hostilities?** inquired 
Giarlie. 

**The Wapekuta, Wapeton, Sisseton, and some 
other tribes of the great Sioux, or Dakota nation, 
living above and below the Yellow-Medicine Biver. 
Government had done much for the comfort and 
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improvement of these tribea ; although some of its 
agents may not have always carried out its designs 
with fidelity, in consequence of the interference of 
traders. A Goremment agent resided fourteen 
miles above Fort Ridgely on the Minnesota Itiver, 
known td * Lower ' or ' Redwood Agency.' There 
was another at the mouth of the Yellow MedicinCt 
known as the * Upper Agency.' ** 

^ Had not the missionaries labored among them ? " 
inqtured Ella. 

** Yes ; and more than a hundred families had come 
so fisur under the power of Christianity as to change 
their manners and customs, and live as the whites 
live. The rest were Indians in the full sense of the 
term, warlike, revengeful, unmerciful. Around the 
agencies were churches, schools, warehouses, stores, 
shops, and residences. "For, in addition to the In- 
dians, there was a considerable population of half- 
breeds, and also of whites, consisting of traders, 
employ^ of the Oovemment, and others. A few 
miles above the Yellow-Medicine Biver were the 
churches and schools of the Rev. S. B. Riggs and 
Dr. Williamson, missionaries among the Sioux. 

"On the 18th of August, 1862, these savages made 
a bold strike. There is no doubt that it was long 
contemplated; and the plan for the massacre was well 
conceived, although the whites were scarcely suspi- 
cious that troubles would arise. Only three days 
befi>re the fatal 18th of August, the agent, Galbraidi, 
conversed with Little Crow, the head^chief and 
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orator ; and there was nothing in his words or man- 
ner to awaken the slightest suspicion.^ 

^That was just like an Indian,** said Guirlie. 
•* They are treacherous by nature.** 

**It is certain that Little Crow was treacherous at 
that time,** answered Unde William, "although he 
may not then have been committed to the massacre 
of the eighteenth day. On the seventeenth day of 
August (Sunday), about twenty Indians, a part of 
whom were among the most hostile to the whites, 
were hunting about six miles fix>m Acton. One of 
them picked up some hen*s-eggs on the prairie, and 
proposed to eat them. 

***No,* said one of the * Upper Indians,' who had 
become connected with one of Shakopee's band by 
marriage : * they are the eggs of a tame fowl : they 
are the property of a white man. You must not 
touch them.' 

*** Nonsense,* replied the first speaker, *they are 
worth nothing; and we are hungiy, and might as 
well eat them.* 

, ^ * No,* insisted the other : * they are not oxurs. It 
is wrong to take them ; and we will get into trouble 
:with the whites if we do so.' 

*• ' Oh,' retorted the other angrily, • you are putting 
on virtuous airs. You Bice-Creek Indians talk a 
great deal against the whites ; and yet you dare not 
take a few paltry eggs. I am not a&aid of the mis- 
erable fools.' 

** * Don't abuse the white man,' said the other : * he 
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is absent. Abuse xne: I am heroi and am not fright- 
ened at your loud talk/ 

** * To the Devil with you and the eggs I ' shouted 
the other in wrath, at the same time dashing the eggs 
to the ground. 

^'^That^s a very bold act/ said the other with a 
sneer, * to destroy a iew hen's-eggs. You are a cow- 
* aid.' 

"*I am a coward, am I? I am so brave, and so 
little afraid of the whites, as to dare to kill one of 
their oxen yonder,' pointing to some cattle near by. 
* There,' he added, as he drew up his gun, and 'Bhot 
an ox. 

***You call that brave, too, do you?' said the 
former speaker. *I call it the act of a coward. 
You break eggs, and kill an ox. You are a woman. 
I am a brave man, and know what is brave. I have 
been on war parties against Chippeways, and have 
taken scalps.' 

^ In this way, the dispute proceeded until the whole 
party were engaged; the four Rice-Creek Indians 
arraying themselves against the others. The result 
was, that they separated, the four Rice-Creek Indians 
gomg in one direction, and all the others taking the 
opposite. Before noon, the hostile Indians shot 
one Robinson Jones and his wife, a Mr. Baker and 
Mr. Webster, and Miss Qara D. Wilson. Tims 
was inaugurated one of the * bloodiest pictures in the 
book of time.' " 

**Are the Indians generally armed widi guns?" 
asked Charlie. 



/ 

» 



INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 193 

•* They are. The tribes of which I am speaking 
were well armed with double-barrelled shot-guns, 
and had plenty of powder and lead. They had been 
preparing, evidently, for an attack ; although it came 
sooner tlian tliey intended, and in a different manner. 
They had counted their warriors, and found that 
they could muster from nine to ten thousand in all ; 
and, with this force, they expected to be able to 
regain their former possessions. This was their 
design. 

^'On the night of the 17th, after this bloody affair, 
the murderers hastened to inform Little Crow and 
friends of their brave act. Little Crow decided at 
once that the massacre should be commenced. Hence, 
the savage butchery of the 18th. 

^ The Indians despatched messengers to their dif- 
ferent villages ; and, at early dawn of the 18tb, the 
dusky warriors came forth in large numbers, painted 
hideously, and almost naked, eager for the fray. 
They repaired directly to the Redwood Agency, and 
surrounded the village while yet the inhabitants were 
not dreaming of trouble. Many of the men had gone 
to Fort Snelling to be mustered into a new regiment 
for die United-States service. There was no armed 
force there to repel them. 

** Before the people were aware of the presence of 
the foe, the firing, butchery, and plundering com- 
menced. It was agreed by the Indians, that, at the 
firing of a signal-gun, the dwellings and stores should 
be attacked simultaneously. That signal-gun was 
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fired before seyen o'clock in the morning. Men, 
women, and children were skin without discriminar 
tion. A man standing at a door or window, in 
house or shop, was sure to receive a shot. The 
first man who fell was James Ljnde, a clerk in a 
store. 

** The most shocking barbarities were perpetrated. 
Mr. Brunt, a derk in a store, was shot in attempting 
to escape. The (juurges took effect in his side and leg, 
bringing him to the ground. Still he lived ; and the 
Indians piled logs upon him to prevent his escape, 
telling him that thej would return after a while, and 
cut him to pieces. 

**The Indians became so absorbed in plundering 
the stores, that several of the people had an opportu- 
nity to escape, among whom was Bev. Mr. Hindman. 
These carried the alarm to the nearest militaiy 
posts. 

^Dr. Humphreys, physician to the Lower Indians, 
fied with his wife, two sons, and a daughter. While 
he rested, two miles from the river, at the house of 
Mr. Wagner, and had sent his eldest boy for water, 
a par^ of Indians overtook them, and they all per- 
ished. The doctor was first shot, after which an 
Indian chopped off his head. The house was set on 
fire ; and his wife and the two children with her per- 
ished in the flames. 

**The massacre extended down the river, on both 
sides, to within six miles of New Ulm, and up the 
liver to Yellow Medicine. Many perished also at 
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Sacred-Heort Creek and Beaver Creek. Families 
would gather up their effects, and, hastily placing 
them upon a team, would take their flight. A party 
of Indians would meet them, to whom tlie family 
would give up all their possessions with the team, 
tliinking to save their lives thereby; but in no in- 
stance was life spared in consequence. The goods 
once in their possession, the family was siure to per- 
ish by gun or tomahawk. 

^ A gentleman who resided near New Ulm went 
to the town on business. While he was gone, tlie 
Indians came, and slew two of his children before 
their mother's eyes, and were about to dasli out the 
brains of an infant, when she seized it, and fled to 
the house of her mother near by. They pursued her 
thither, where they killed her mother, sister, and 
servant-girl; but she escaped with her infant. 

** A father and two sons were at work in the field. 
Twelve Indians approached stealthily to a wall near 
by, and shot down the three. Then they entered 
the father's house, where they murdered his remain- 
ing two sons, and dragged his wife and daughter 
away to their camp. 

**An Indian went into a house where a woman 

was baking. Her infant was in the cradle. He 

^ split open the mother's head with a single blow of 

his tomahawk, and then flung the babe into the hot 

oven." 

•*0, dear 1 how dreadful 1 " exclaimed Ella. ^^It 
seems scarcely possible that they could be so fiend- 
ish." 
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**! hope the Government will put the Indians 
where they will find it impossible to commit such 
deeds again,'* said Charlie. 

^ Then they will have to push them into the Pacific 
Ocean,** responded Marcus; **«nd I wish they 
would.** 

^ That might not be right, though I am inclined 
to think that the genuine Indian will never cease to 
be revengeful and cruel. But I had not done with 
the last Indian. He allowed the infant to remain 
in the hot oven but a minute, when he snatched it 
forth, and beat out its brains against the wall.** 
, ~ Horrible 1 ** cried EUa. 

•* Worse yet,** continued Uncle William: ** chil- 
dren were nailed alive to doors and tables, and their 
knives and tomahawks were thrown at them untU 
they died. The hands and heads of tlicir victims 
were cut off, and other fearful atrocities perpetrated. 

** Every building but two at the agency, was burned, 
and not one human' being was left there alive.** 

** And no assistance came,** said Charlie. 

**None. The news of the massacre reached the 
fort before noon, and Capt. Marsh started with forty- 
eight men.** 

**What could he do with only, forty-eight men, 
ezdaimed Marcus. 

^ We shall see what he did. He met quite a num- 
ber of the fugitives on his way, who warned him 
against proceeding with so small a force ; but Capt. 
Manh was brave, and he did not heed them. He 
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reached the feny at sunset, where the Indians 
surrounded and attacked them, killing twenty-four 
of their number, and wounding others. Capt. Marsh 
escaped down the river with a remnant of his com- 
mand ; but he was drowned in attempting to cross 
the river. 

" During the day, the Indians sent messengers to 
the Upper Indians at Yellow Medicine, which was 
really a call to them to do likewise.* They responded 
with a yell, though Other Day, a civilized Indian, 
warned them to beware. Seeing their determination. 
Other Day took liis wife and gun, and hastened to 
inform the whites of their danger. About fifty of 
them repaired with him to tlie warehouse, resolved 
to defend themselves there to the last. On the fol- 
lowing morning, hearing that the Indians were com- 
ing in force to attack them, they fled across the river, 
— forty-two women and children, and twenty men,— 
and made their way to the settlements. Also six 
miles above the Upper Agency, at Mr. Kiggs's 
place, forty-two of the people, including Messrs. 
Riggs and Williamson, escaped. 

^On that Monday night. Fort Ridgely and New 
Ulm were filled with affrighted and bleedinsr fusri- 
tives. The night was made appalling by the recol- 
lection of the butcheries of the day, and the light of 
burning dwellings seen in every direction. 

**0n tlio following morning, Little Crow, with 
three hundred and fifty warriors, started for the fort ; 
but trouble arose among them, so that the force was 
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cHvidedy and no attack was made on that day. That 
trouble among the Indians saved the fort, in which 
there were only thirty effective men. But the news 
of the slaughter had reached St. Peter's and other 
places, and brought Agent Galbraith witli forty-five 
men to re-enforce them before night 

** An attack was made upon New Ulm on Tuesday ; 
but the place was held. On Wednesday, Little 
Crow attacked Fort Ridgely, and was repulsed. On 
Thursday, he renewed the attack, and was again re- 
pulsed. On Friday, being re-enforced by the Upper 
Indians, ho attacked the fort with four hundred and 
fifty warriors ; but he failed to capture it. On Sat- 
urday, tlie Indians united their forces, and attacked 
New Ulm with from seven hundred to a tliousand 
warriors; and a severe fight occurred. Only two 
hundred and fifty efficient meii were there to hold 
the place ; but it was held, though it was found ne- 
cessary to bum forty buildings in the outskirts, in 
which the enemy sought protection. Subsequently, 
the people evacuated tlie place. 

^*Nor were the Indian depredations confined to 
the locality named. They extended throughout the 
whole western frontier of Minnesota and into Iowa 
and Dakota. Antonio Freniere, the Sioux inter- 
preter, was sent to asceitain the state of afftiirs at 
Yellow-Medicine Agency. On his way, he went 
into a house where he found seven German children, 
the eldest eight years old; and one of them was 
wounded. He asked the eldest where her mother 
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was; and she pointed out of doors down the lull. 
He went in that direction; and the scene that he 
beheld chilled the blood in his veins. There hj 
twenty-seven dead bodies^ riddled with bullets, and 
fearfully hacked with knives. On the breast of one 
woman was a living babe, vainly seeking for nour- 
ishment. 

^ At Spirit Lake and Lake Shctek in Iowa, also, 
and at Forest City, one hundred and twenty miles 
apart, dreadful butcheries were perpetrated. One 
third of the people at Lake Shetek were killed; 
about twenty were wounded in efibcting their escape ; 
and the remainder were taken captive. Several of 
the women and children taken captives here were 
compelled to travel seven hundred and fifty miles 
to the Missouri River. Many of the children were 
murdered in the presence of their mothers. 

**Oue girl, the daughter of Mr. Everett, whose 
wife and eldest son were murdered, was restored to 
her father after several weary months. Her little 
brother, only two years of age, had not been heard 
from. The father asked his daughter about her 
little brother, so tenderly loved, and she replied, — 

^ * When I saw him last, he was crawling into the 
bushes to hide himself from the savage^.' 

^ He probably died of starvation in the bushes, fiir 
away from a friend.** 

^*0h, dreadful I' sobbed Ella, unable longer to 
restrain her feelings. 

** Dreadful, indeed ; and for all the atrocities which 
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the Indians committed the leaders of the Bebellion 
are responsible ; for the savages would have con- 
tinued at peace, but for secession. 

^ One girl at Eagle Lake escaped with her little 
sister, ten years old ; and for two or three days and 
nights they travelled through forests and over prai- 
ries, seeking a place of refuge. They supported 
life by sucking milk from the cows, until they 
reached a place of safety. 

^A son of Mrs. Estlick, ten years old, with his 
little brother five years old, became separated from — •• 
her in the attack upon her house. The name of 
the eldest son was Burton ; and a little hero he was. 
He travelled eighty miles, alternately carrying and 
leading his little brother, until they reached a settle- 
ment of whites, and found protection. Many strong 
men abandoned their families, and fled for safety ; 
but this heroic boy did not quit his little brother for 
one minute, although he feared, at every step, that 
some lurking savage would pounce upon him. Wo 
shall learn more of Iklrs. Estlick in the sequel. 

**At Lac Qui Parle, the Indians killed one of 
their best friends, Amos W. Huggins, who was 
teaching their children. He was distmguished for 
his self^acrifice to confer benefits upon the Indians ; 
feeding them, when hungry, clothing them when 
naked, and attending them when sick. Yet they 
shot him down with just the same brutality that 
thqr would have done if he had been a foe. And 
they carried his wife, child, and a female teacher into 
captivity* 
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•* In the valley of the Red River of the North, and 
from Fort Abercrombie to the Iowa line, a firontier 
of two hundred miles, and extending inwardly from 
Big-stone Lake to Forest City, an area of over two 
thousand square miles, the torch and tomahawk lefl 
only desolation. St. Peters, Mankato, Henderson, 
St. Cloud, Glencoe, Forest City, and all the towns 
on the immediate frontier, were crowded with . men, 
women, and children, who had escaped from the 
savage foe. 

''The Chippeways and Winnebagoes had joined 
in the massacre; so that the slaughter had spread 
widely tlirough that whole region of country. Seven 
hundred whites were cruelly murdered on that first 
week of the outbreak ; and about two hundred were 
taken prisoners. 

"At Lake Shetek lived Phineas B. Huid. He 
lefb home on the second day of June, for Dakota 
Territory, to be gone one month. He had not 
returned on tlie 20th of August, when a party of 
Indians destroyed his house, drove his wife and two 
children, aged one and three years, away, promis- 
ing to spare their lives, if the mother would leave 
the settlement by an unfrequented trail. Taking 
the infant in her arms, and leading the other by tlio 
hand, she started across the prairie, in the direction 
of New Ulm. She was not allowed to take a bon- 
net or shawl, nor an article of clothing for her chil- 
dren, more than what they had on at the time, nor 
a mouthful of food. I will read to you the account 
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of this heroine's journey, as related by herself.*' 
Uncle William read the following thrilling 'narra- 
tive z — 

' ' We took oor way through the unfrequented road or 
trail into which the Indians had conducted us. It was 
dear; and the sun shone with more than usual brightness. 
The dew on the grass was heavy. It was between five 
and six o'clock in the morning. My little boy, William 
Henry, bebg barefooted and thinly clothed, shivered with 
the cold, and, pressing dose to me, entreated me to return 
to our home. He could not understand why I insisted 
upon going on, enduring the pain and cold of so cheerless 
a morning. He cried pitifully at first; but afler a time, 
pressing my hand, he trudged manfully along by my side. 
The little one rested in my arms unconsdous of our situa« 
tion. Two guns were fired when I was a short distance 
out, which told the death of my neighbor, Mr. Cook. I 
well knew its fearfid meaning. There was death behind, 
and all the horrors of starvation before me. But there was 
no alternative. For my children, any thing but death at 
the hands of the merdiess savage : even starvation on the 
prairies seemed preferable to this. 

^ ' About ten o'dock in the forenoon, a thunder-storm 
suddenly arose. It was of unusual violence : the wind was 
not high ; but the lightning, thunder, and rain were most 
terrible. The violence of the storm was expended in about 
three hours ; but the rain contmued to fall slowly until night, 
and at intervals contmued until morning. During* the 
storm, I lost the trail, and walked on, not knowing whether 
I was right or wrong. Water covered the lower portions 
of the prairie ; and it was with difficulty I could find a place 
to rest when.night came on. At last, I came to a sand- 
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hill or knoll : on the top of this I sat down to rest for the 
night I laid my children down, and leaned over them to 
protect them from the rain and chilling blast Hungry, 
weary, and wet, William fell asleep, and continued so until 
morning. The younger one worried much : the night wore 

' away slowly ; and the morning at last came, inviting us to 

• renewed efforts. As soon as I could see, I took my little 
ones, and moved on. About seven o'clock, I heard guns, 
and for the first time became conscious that I had lost my 
way, and was still in the vicinity of the lake. I changed 
my course, avoiding the direction in which I heard the 
guns, and pressed on with increased energy. No trail was 
visible. As for myself, I was not conscious of hunger; but 
it was harassing to a mother's heart to listen to the cries 
of my precious boy for his usual beverage of milk, and his 

I . constant complaints of hunger; but there was no remedy. 

The entire day was mbty, and the grass wet Our clothes 
were not dry during the day. Toward night, William grew 
. sick, and vomited until it seemed impossible for him longer 
to keep up. The youngest still nursed, and did not seem 
to suffer materially. About dark, on the second day, I 
struck a road, and knew at once where I was ; and, to my 
horror, found that I was only four miles from home. Thus 
had two days and one night been passed, travelling prob- 
ably in a circle. I felt almost exhausted, and my journey 
but just begun ; but, discouraging as this misfortune might 
be, as the shades of night again closed around me, the sight 
of a known object was a pleasure to me. I was no longer 
lost upon the vast prairie. 

*^ *' It was now that I felt, for the first time, that it would 
be better to die at once,^ — that it would be a satisfaction to 
die here, and end our weary journey on this travelled road 
over which wo had passed in our happier days. I oould 



20i HI8T0BT OF THE BEBELLION. 

not bear to lie down with my little ones on the unknown 
and trackless waste over which we had been wandering. 
Bat this feeling was only for a moment I took courage^ 
and started' on the road to New Ulm. When it became 
quite dark, I halted for the night : that night I passed as 
before, without sleep. In the morning, earlj, I started on. 
It was fogg7, and the grass wet: the road, being but little 
trayelled, was grown up with grass. William was so sick 
this momini^ that he could not walk much of the time ; so 
I was obliged to cany both. I was now sensibly reduced 
in strength, and felt approaching hunger. M7 boj no 
longer asked for food, but was thirsty, and drank fi*om the 
pools by the wayside. I could no longer carry both my 
children at the same time, but took one a distance of a 
quarter or half a mile, laid it in the grass, and returned for 
the other. In this way, I travelled twelve miles, to a place 
called Dutch Charlie's, sixteen miles from Lake Shetek. 
I arriTed there about suiiset, having been sustained in my 
weary journey by the sweet hope of relief. My toils 
seemed about at an end ; but what was my consternation 
and despair when I found it empty ! Every article of 
fi)od and clothing removed I My heart seemed to die with- 
in me ; and I sank down in despair. The cries of my child 
aroused me from my almost unconscious state ; and I began 
my search for ibod. The house had not been plundered by 
the Indians, but abandoned by its owner. I had promised 
my boy food when I arrived here ; and, when none could 
be found, he cried most bitterly. But I did not shed a tear* 
nor am I oonsck>us of having done so during all this jour- 
ney. I found some carrots and onions growing in the gar- 
den, which I ate raw, having no fire. My eldest child 
oontinued vomiting. I offered him some carrot; but he 
could not eat i^ TbfA night we staid in a cornfield; and 
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the next morning, at daylight, I renewed mj search for food. 
To my great joy, I found the remains of a spoiled haoL 
Hei'e, I may say, my good fortune began. There was not 
more than a pound of it, and that much decayed. This I 
saved for my boy, feeding it to him in veiy smaU quantities. 
His vomiting ceased ; and he revived rapidly. I gathered 
more carrots and onions ; and with this store of provisions^ 
at about eiglit o'clock on the morning of the third day, I 
again set forth on my weary road for the residence of Mr. 
Brown, twenty-five miles distant. This distance I reached 
in two days. Under the effects of the food I was able to 
give my boy, he gained strength, and was able to walk all 
of the last day. When within about three miles of tho 
residence of Mr. Brown, two of our neighbors from Lake- 
Shetek Settlement overtook us, under the escort of the 
mail-carrier. Both of them had been wounded by the 
Indians, and lefl for dead in the attack on the settlement. 
Thomas Ireland, one of the party, had been hit with eight 
balls, and, strange to say, was still able to walk, and had 
done so .most of the way. Mrs. Estlick, the other persoa 
under escort, was utterly unable to walk ; having been shot 
in the foot, once in the side, and once in the arm. Her 
husband had been killed, and her son, about ten years old, 
wounded. The mail-carrier had overtaken the party after 
the fight with the Indians at the lake ; and, placing Mrs. 
Estlick in his sulky, he was leading his horse. 

'^ * As the little party came in sight, I took them to be 
Indians, and felt that after all my toil and suffering I must 
die, with my children, by the hand of the savages. I feared 
to look around, but kept on my way until overtaken. This 
was a little before sunset ; xmd we all arrived at the resi* 
dence of Mr. Brown that night. This honso was also de- 
serted and empty ; but, being faslenc<l up, we thought they 
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mig^t come back. Our oompanj being too weak and des- 
titate to proceedi we took possession of the house, and 
remained ten days. There we found potatoes and green 
com. The mail-carrier^ accompanied bj Mr. Ireland, lame 
as he was, proceeded, on the next morning, to New Ulm, 
where they found there had been a battle with the Indians, 
and one hundred and ninetj-two houses burned. A party 
of twelve men were immediately sent to our relief. It was 
now that we learned the fate of Mr. Brown and iiunily : 
all had been murdered. We also learned of the general 
outbreak and massacre of all the more remote settlements ; 
and the sad, sickening thought was now fully confirmed in 
my mind, that my husband was dead, — my fatherless chil- 
dren and myself made beggars."* 

^'I had no idea that the Indian outbreak at that 
tioie was so terrible,'' remarked EUa, as the narrative 
was dosed. ** I wouldn't live so near the savages 
for all the world." 

** A harrowing tale of war, indeed," replied Uncle 
WUliam ; ^ and then half the cruelties and sufferings 
are not recorded. Who can know the dreadful 
experience of those who perished by the bullet or 
tomahawk, or died of starvation in the hiding-places 
to which they fled? 

^I have now rehearsed enough of the cruel deeds 
tbat were perpetrated by the Indians, to show you 
the nature of the contest, and the extreme sufferings 
of the people." 

** Wliat was done by the Government to conquer 
die Lidians?" inquired Charlie. 

*^I will tell you. The troops raised in the State 
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at the last call of the President had not all left ; and 
CoL Sibley was placed in command of a force to 
pursue the savages. Within three or four dajs^ he 
had a small army of fourteen hundred men at St. 
Peter^s. He sent a detachment at once to relieve 
New Ulm; and it arrived there on the 26th of 
August. Examination disclosed the .fact, that all 
the inhabitants left the place on the day before for 
Mankato. Two thousand men^ women, and children, 
including the sick and wounded, with one hundred 
and fifty-three wagons, left the place in one long» 
mournful train. 

•* Major Brown had charge of the force sent to 
the relief of New Ulm ; and he found a woman on 
his way who had travelled seventy miles without 
tasting a morsel of food, carrying her infant upon 
her back. The Indians had fired at her ; and a ball 
had passed through her shoulder, cutting off her 
babe's finger. The Indians luid slaughtered the 
whole family but herself and babe. 

Another detachment found a woman, who had 
escaped from Patterson Eapids; and, for fourteen 
days, she had not seen a human being. She sub- 
sisted upon berries during this time. 

^ Col. Sibley marched to Fort Ridgely as soon 
as possible. He immediately despatched Major 
Brown to the Lower Agency, to bury the dead, and 
learn the whereabouts of the Indians. Three days 
after, the sentinels heard firing that indicated a 
battle; and relief was sent forward, as the commander 
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inferred tlutt Major Brown had met the Indians. 
Thirty-elx hours thereafter, this detachment came 
upon the encampment of Major Brown ; and a re* 
volting spectacle presented itself. He had been 
attacked by three hundred Indians ; and all of his 
horses but one (over ninety) were killed ; and that 
one was wounded. Scattered about under the tents 
were twenty dead soldiers, and sixty more mortally 
and seriously wounded. Among the wounded were 
Major Brown, Capt. Anderson, Agent Galbraith, 
and Capt. Bedfield of Col. Sibley*s staff. The 
tents were completely riddled with bullets, some of 
them being perforated with as many as one hundred 
and twenty. When they were relieved by Col. 
Sibley, every man of the detachment was killed or 
wounded, or had* received bulletr-holes through his 
garments.'' 

^'One of the hardest battles of the war then,'' 
remarked Charlie. 

^'Yes: in proportion to. the number engaged. I 
know of no battle but this in which the whole. 
Federal force received bullets in their bodies or 
dothes. Nothing but the coolness and courage of 
the commander. Major Brown, saved them. After 
the first deadly fire of the enemy, our officers directed 
the surviving men to dig holes for their protection. 
They had only one pick, three spades, two old axes, 
a few knives and bayonets and sticks, with which 
to do it ; yet, within a few hours, holes enough we^ 
dug for the protection of the whole command. 
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^^By the let of September, the excitement and con- 
sternation had somewhat subsided; but the attacks 
upon Birch Coolie, Hutchinson, Acton, Forest City^ 
and Halo, on the 2d, 3d, and 4th of September, 
created fresh alarm. 

'**Col. Sibley was compelled to remain at Fort 
Bidgcly until the 18th of September, awaiting a 
supply of ammunition. In the mean time, he /en- 
tered into negotiations with Little Crow for the 
release of his captives. All the Indians were not ia 
favor of holding the women and children as pris- 
oners, or treating them with ligor. Indeed, all of 
them were not in favor of the war. The result was, 
that two or three councils were held by the Indians 
upon the subject; and they well-nigh had a battle 
among themselves on account of disagreement. 
Several prominent Indians advocated the rdease of 
the captives. Little Crow himself stoutly resisted 
killing or abusing them. He said, at one council, — 

•** Soldiers and young men, — you ought not to 
kill women and children. Your consciences will 
reproach you for it hereafter, and make you weak in 
battle. You were too hasty in going into the coun- 
try. You should have killed only those who have 
been robbing us so long. Hereafter make wai^ after 
the manner of white men.' 

**I will read to you a speech of Paul Ma-za-hie- 
ta-ma-ne, a civilized Indian, and deacon of Mr. 
Riggs's church : — 

** * Warriors and young men, — I am an Indian, and yoa 

YOL. HI. 18 
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are Indians; and there should be no secrets between ns. 
Why, then, did 700 not tell us that 70U were going to kill 
the whites? All of us will have to sufTcr for what you 
have done. The preachers have told us, that there is to 
be an end of the world. The end of the world is near at 
hand for the nation of the Dakotas. Everj Indian knows 
that we cannot live without the aid of the white man. 
Why, then, have yon acted like children? You have 
spoken, too, with false tongues. Two days ago you sent 
a message by Sha-ko-pee, one of year chiefs, that you 
had laid aside for us half of your plunder. We have come 
to get it; and we see nothing. If you choose to act by 
yourselves in this way, every man must do the same ; and 
henceforth I shall think and look out for myseUl' " 

** Pretty good for an Indian ,** said Charlie. 

^ Many of them felt as he did ; but bis ivise coun- 
selfl did not prevail,'' answered Uncle William.* 
**And here let me mention one singular fact; viz., 
that the Indian chiefs urged forward their warriors, 
by holding out the idea that the English would soon 
be there to help them with cannon.'' 

^'Tfaey got that idea from the Bebels," said Mar- 
cus." 

** Of course they did ; and it ahowa the connection 
of the Bebellion vnth this Indian massacre. 

** Col. Sibley left Fort Ridgely on the 18th ; and, 
on the 23d, he fought a battle with tlie Indians at 
Wood Lake. There were about eight hundred men 
on each side. Many of our men remained in camp 
as a reserve. Our Joss was four killed, and* nearly 
fifty wounded. Among the wounded vraa Major 
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Welch. Other Day, a friendlj Indian, fought on 
our side, and proved himself the bravest of the 
brave. The Indians were driven from the field; 
leaving fifteen of their dead, and' one wounded^ 
behind them. 

**CoL Sibley moved, on the 26th of September, 
for the Indian Camp at the mouth of the Chippeway 
River. Their camp was filled with their plunder; 
and also about two hundred and fifty of their cap- 
tives were there. This camp, together with all the 
Indian warriors, the white captives, and all tlieir 
plunder, was easily taken.** 

^ Glad enough were the captives to see the Union 
soldiers, I know,** said Ella. 

^ Their joy knew no bounds,** replied Uncle Wil- 
liam. ^ They were almost frantic with delight. 

^ Immediate measures were now adopted to bring 
the leaders of the massacre to justice. The captured 
prisoners could furnish testimony against many of 
the most cruel Indians. The result was, that over 
four hundred Indians were arrested within a shoi*t 
time, nearly all of them diarged with murder.** 

" Were there no more battles with tlic Indians ? ** 
asked Marcus. 

•* There was no more fighting of any importance 
until the following spring ; and the attention of tho 
Government and benevolent people was directed 
to sufferers, nearly ten thousand in number, in the 
district laid waste by the Indians. All these were 
objects of charity through the following winter. 
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**In February, 18&3, the offenders were tried by 
a Military Commission at Mankato. More than 
four hundred were tried, and three hundred and 
three were sentenced to death.** 

•* Were they all executed?** asked Charlie. 

**They were not z only thirty-eight were executed. 
By order of the President, the remainder were im- 
prisoned, probably to await the effect of this swift 
administration of justice. In his order to CoL 
Miller for their execution, the President addressed 
this counsel to the condemned: — 

^'Say to them now, that they have so sinned a^nst 
their fellow-men that there is no hope for clemency except 
in the men^ of God, through the merits of the blessed 
Bedeemer; and that I earnestly exhort them to apply to 
that, as their only remaining source of comfort and con- 
solation.* 

** Many of the prisoners received the announcement 
of their doom with marked indifference. Others were 
overcome with fear and trembliog. A few affected a kind 
of saperlative contempt for the whole process of justice, 
and made fun over their coming doom. 

^Before their execution, most of there were allowed 
an interview with certain relatives. These interviews 
were very affecting; and touching messages of love were 
sent to dear ones. When Fa-ki-mi-ma was sending word 
to his friends not to mourn for him, he added, <I have 
every hope of going direct to the Great Spirit, where I 
shall always bo happy.* Tliis remark fell upon the ear 
of Tazoo; and he immediately took up the thought, say- 
in j^ * Tes: tell our friends that we are being removed from 
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this world over the same. path thej must shortly traveL 
We go first; but many of our friends majr follow us in 
a very short time. I expect to go direct to the abode of 
the Great Spirit, and to be happy when I get there ; but 
we are told that the road is long and the distance great: 
therefore, as I am slow in all my movements, it will take 
me a long time to reach the end of the journey ; and I 
should not be surprised if some of the young, active men 
we lyill leave behind us will pass me on the road before 
I reach the place of my destination.' " 

Marcus was somewhat amused at this way of 
going to a better land ; and, when Uncle William 
ceased reading, he made some remarks which we 
will not stop to record. He was assured, however, 
that Indians delight in metaphors. Uncle William 
continued, — 

•"On the twenty-sixth day of February, 1863, 
these thirty-eight murderers were launched into eter- 
nity from one scaffold. 

'^ After the Indian defeat at Wood Lake, Little 
Crow gathered his straggling forces, and repaired to 
Devil's Lake." 

" A very appropriate place," remarked Charlie. 

*' The Indian name of it is Miniwakan ; and it is 
nearly five hundred miles north-west of St. Paul, in 
Dakota Territory. Here they renaained quiet until 
spring, when raiding parties commenced depreda- 
tions on a smaller scale, and in a more cautious 
way. During the winter. Little Crow sent messen- 
gers to all the Indian tribes, for the purpose of 
stirring them up to a general war. 
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* About the first of June, 1863, Gen. Siblqr 
Btarted his anhj for Devil's Lake*'' 

*I thought it was Col. Sibley," remarked JElla. 

**He was promoted to brigadier-general in the 
fiedl, after the Battle of Wood Lake ; and he richly 
deserved it. He had lived about thirty years in the 
State, and was the first delegate to Congress from 
the Territory, and the first Governor of the State. 
His experience eminently qualified him to lead an 
army against the Indians* 

^When Gen. Sibley started for Devil's Lake, 
Gen. Sully, with a large body of cavalry, passed 
up the Missouri, to co-operate with Gen. Sibley, 
and cut off the retreat of the Indians* 

** On the 24th day of July, Gen. Sibley fought the 
Battle of Big Mound, in which a thousand Indian 
warriors were engaged* They were driven from 
every position; and when, at length, they sought 
safety in flight, our cavalry charged upon them with 
tremendous power, killing thirty, and wounding many 
more. The Indians left part of their trains and sup- 
plies behind them in their flight." 

** Two days afterwards, the Battle of Dead-Buffalo 
Lake was fought. Here the Indians commenced the 
attack by charging upon the north side of the Federal 
camp. They were seen approaching ; and a cavalry 
force, under Lieut* Kidder, returned the compliment 
by charging into them with such violence as to cause 
many of the red men to bite the dust, and the re- 
to fly with terror from the field." 
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^Not much of a battle, if that was all,** 
Marcus. 

^I thought that the Indians were great fighters,'* 
remarked Charlie. ^ That does not look like it." 

**The7 are not so brave as many suppose : on this 
occasion, thej certainly showed the white feather. 

"" On the morning of the 28th, the Battle of Stony 
Lake was fought, twenty miles from the battle-ground 
of Dead-Buffalo Lake. Hero the Lidians were re- 
enforced ; and more than two thousand warriors, most 
of them mounted, confronted our army. Still, the 
engagement was neither long nor severe. Within 
two hours after the first gun was fired, the savages 
were on the retreat* They feared that the Federal 
column would get in the advance, and press forward 
to capture their families. 

^ Gen* Sibley pursued the enemy to the Missouri 
Biver, where he arrived on the 29th. The Indians 
crossed with their families and ponies on the night 
before* They left behind them, on the banks of the 
river, all the wagons not previously abandoned,— 
more than a hundred of them. The renmant of their 
plunder also, which they were trying to take with 
them, was cast away here. 

^ Two days were spent in camp, at the mouth of 
Apple Creek, on the Missouri, opposite Burnt-Boot 
'Island; and then our army wheeled about, and 
marched homeward.** 

**And that was the end of the Indian war,** remarked 
!EUa. ^ I thought there had been trouble since.** 
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^We shall see* . Gen. Siblej had not rations 
enough to justify him in crossing the Missouri with 
hi8 armj. He had marched almost six hundred 
miles beyond St* Paul ; and, of course, man and 
beast were worn and weary. For the fall and win- 
ter of '63 and '64, at least, the country might expect 
that* the Indians would be quiet. Therefore it was 
best that tlie army should return. 

^Gen. Sibley issued an order on the day before 
they started homeward, congratulating his troops 
upon the complete success of the expedition; and 
speaking of their endurance, heroism, and efficiency, 
in terms of no feeble praise." 

"^And well he might," said Ella. ""The whole 
country might indorse it." 

** Including me," added Charlie naively. 

^Yes: including all of us," answered Unde 
William. 

Uncle William added : — 

** You have pronounced the Indian war exceeding- 
ly heart-rending and merciless. I must call your 
attention to the guerilla warfare of the Bebels, that 
you may see whether the Indian butcheries are not 
a worthy counteq)art of massacres peipetrated in the 
name of the Southern Confederacy.'' 
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QXJEBILLA WABFABE. 

** "XT'OU know what guerilla warfare is, I sappoae,'* 

JL said Uncle William* 

^I know," answered Charlie* **It is fighting 
contrary to the rules of civilized warfivre*" 

^ Yes : it is organizing bands of desperate men to 
rob, bum, and kill, without regard to right, justice, 
or humanity* The Rebels began this mode of war- 
fare early in the conflict ; and they have prosecuted 
it in a manner that is worthy of savage hordes." 

** What are some of the most barbarous instances 
of guerilla warfare during the Rebellion?" inquired 
Ella* 

^ There have been so many barbarities perpetrated 
in this way, that I can scarcely tell* Some of the 
most noted guerilla chieftains were Morgan, Quan- 
trell, Mosby, Thompson, and Blythe; and we might 
expect to find the most appalling examples of rob- 
bery and murder in the fields of their exploits* 
Perhaps the burning and sacking of Lawrence, in 
Eanzas, is one of the blackest deeds of guerilla war- 
fare. This was perpetrated by Quantrell's band of 
desperadoes on the twenty-first day of August, 1863 » 
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the day on which Gen. Eosecrans arrived in front 
of Chattanooga.** 

"Do 70a suppose that Jefferson Davis and the 
Bebel Government indorsed such outrages?'' asked 
EUa. 

^ There is no doubt of it. Indeed we positively 
know, that this form of warfare was adopted with the 
full knowledge of the Bebel President. The guer- 
illa chieftains were not bashful or secret at all in 
organizing their bandits ; and, before I rehearse the 
dreadful deed of Lawrence, I will read to 70U an 
order of the Bebel Gen. Hindman in Arkansas.** 

Uncle William read the following order from the 
«BebeIlion Becord : **— 

**HxAi>QUASTBats Traxs^Mibs. DiSTBZCr, 
LiTTLB Bock, Abk., June 17, 1862. 

^ 1. For the more efiectual aonojance of the enemy upon 
oar rivers, and in our mountains and woods, all citiasens 
of this district, who are not subject to conscription, are 
called upon to oi^ganize themselves into independent com* 
panies of mounted men, or infantry, as they prefer, arming 
and equipping themselves, and to serve in that part of the 
district to which they belong. 

^2. When as many as ten men come together for this 
purpose, they may organize by electing a captdn, one 
sergeant, and a coiporal, and will at once commence opera- 
tions against the enemy without waiting for spedal in* 
Btructions. Their doty will be to cut off [kill] Federal 
pickets, scouts, foraging parties, and trains, and to kill 
pilots and others on gunboats and transports; attacking 
tbem day and night, and using the greatest vigor in their 
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moyements. As soon as the company attains tho strength 
required bj law, it will proceed to elect the other officers 
to which it is entitled. AU snch organizations will be 
reported to these headquarters as soon as practicable. 
Thej will receive pay and allowances for subsistence and 
forage for the time actually in the field, as established 
by the affidavits of their captains. 

'' 3. These companies will be governed, in all respects,, 
by the same regulations as other troops. Captains will 
be held responsible for the good conduct and efficiency of 
their men, and will report to these headquarters from time 
to time.— By command of Major>Gen. Hindman, 

«"& a N£WTON, A. A. GtneraL 

^ That document,'' said XJnde William, closing the 
book, ^ is enough to show us the connection of the 
Bebel Government with these atrocities. It seems 
that, when ten reckless men were found in a given 
locality to band themselves together, they could be- 
gin their depredations; and thia accounts for the 
sudden disappearance of Union men in the Southern 
States. This kind of warfare was carried on about 
as much to destroy the Union men of the Border 
States, as it was to annoy the foe in uniform. In- 
deed, I suppose that it was done more to kill men 
out of the Union army than in it, and to lay waste 
places where war did not desolate more than where 
. it did. Brig.-Gen. Dodge reported from Corinth, 
Miss., many jstartling facts that put thia matter be- 
yond a question. I will not read his whole report, 
but only brief extracts : — 
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^' Abe Canadi and Mr. Mitchell were huog two weeks 
ago for being Union men. Thejr lived on the Hacklebon 
8eUlement| Marion County, Alabama. 

^^Mr. Hallworth and hitf daughter were shot for the 
same cause. The latter was instantly killed ; the former is 
stili alive, but will probably die. 

<«The bouses of Messrs. Palmer, Welsly, 'Williams, aud 
the three Weightmans, and of some thirty others, were 
burned over their heads. The women and children were 
turned out of doors ; and the community was notified, that, 
if they allowed them to go into other houses, or fed or 
harbored them in any manner, they would be served the 



''^I am now feeding some one hundred of these families, 
who, with their women and children, some gray*haired 
men, and even cripples on crutches, were driven out, and 
found their way here, through the woods and highways, 
without food or shelter. All this was done for the sim- 
pie reason that they were Union men, or that they had 
brothen and relatives in our army.' 

*It was the same,** continued Uncle William, 
* in all the Slave States. In the Border States, this 
mode of warfare was even more prevalent. I will . 
read to you the report of a Federal officer, forwarded 
by Gren. Loan, of Mssouri, to the * Missouri Demo- 
crat ' for publication.^ Uncle William read : — 

'*HxA]>QUASixits Fifth Cavalbt IIS^ 
IaoErxin>E»CB, Ha, Jan. ll, 186S. 

^Genebal, — Private Johnson, of the artillery com- 
pany, was brought in dead to-day. He is the fiflh one 
murdered last week,— four from the artillery, and one from 
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the militia. If jou could see their mangled bodies, 70a 
woiild not wonder why it is. that I write you that gueril- 
las' wives should be forced out of the country. They were 
all wounded, and aflcrwatxils killed in the most horrible 
manner 'that fiends could devise: all were shot in the head, 
and several of their faces are terribly cut to pieced with 
boot-heels. Powder was exploded in one man's ear, and 
both ears cut off close to his head. Whether this inhuman 
act was committed while he was alive or not, I have no 
means of knowing. To see human beings treated as my 
men have been by outlaws, is more thson I can bear. 

^ Ten of these men, armed as they are, with their wives 
and children to act as spies, are equal to twenty-five of 
mine. Guerillas are threatening Union women in the 
county. I am arresting the wives and sisters of some of 
the most notorious ones, to prevent them from carrying 
their threats into execution. Yours truly, 

*«W. R. Penick, 

^ Shocking 1" exclaimed Ella, whose sensibilitiea 
were appalled by tlicse revelations. 

•* Shocking, indeed," replied Unde William; "and 
yet the reality must have been for more appalling 
than the description. 

**But I must now return to Quantrell's assault 
upon the city of Lawrence on the twenty-first day of 
August. His desperate band of about three hundred 
men had been prowling about Kansas for some time ; 
and the people had taken measures to protect them- 
selves against their murderous designs. But, on the 
2l8t of August, the attack of the guerillas was 
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tmezpected, and the inhabitanta of Lawrence were 
taken by sorpriae. Thej were awakened from their 
sleep by the fiendish shouts of the desperadoes, and 
the firing of guns. Some men rushed into the 
streets to learn what was the trouble ; and they were 
immediately shot down. A few seized their muskets, 
and sought the streets to drive back the invaders; 
and they were murdered also. 

**The news soon spread through the town, that 
Quantrell's band was upon them, plundering and 
shooting with the spirit of demons. There was no 
time for the citizens to organize, and not much of a 
force to muster if there had been time. 

**The inmates of the Eldridge House were aroused 
by the peal of the gong ; but they found that there 
was not a weapon of defence in the house. There 
was no alternative left, — tliey must surrender. Capt. 
Banks took a sheet, and waved it from the balcony. 
The guerillas greeted it with the wildest shouts* 

^*Do you surrender the house?' cried the chief of 
the banditti. 

*** We do,' answered Capt. Banks, *and hope that 
you will treat our women and children with de- 
cency.* 

^The Bebels promised to treat the females and 
children with consideration; but the males were 
* prisoners,' they said. Quantrell himself soon came, 
and directed matters* Every person was searched, 
and robbed of money, watches, and even rings on 
the fingers. The house was overrun, trunks broken 



« QX7EHILLA WABFABE. 223 

open, the safe rifiedi and eveiy thing of value on the 
premises taken. 

^The whole town was plundered in a similar man- 
ner. Stores and dwellings were entered, and every 
thing of value carried off. Safes were especially 
looked after ; and the Rebels were so well-informed 
about the people, that, in some instances, they sent 
to the houses of the merchants for the keys to their 
safes* The plunder was rapidly loaded upon stolen 
horses for transportation* And when the town had 
been sacked, and men, safes, and banks robbed of 
two or three hundred thousand dollars, then the shout 
was raised) * Bum the stores 1 Bum the stores I * 

*^ During this time, several buildings had been 
fired, including the court-house, and the flames were 
rapidly spreading. Many persons, too, had been 
murdered in the streets* Germans and negroes were 
shot down as soon as they appeared ; and several 
were killed after Ihey surrendered, even after having 
been assured that they should not be hurt. Mr. 
Trask, son of Rev. George Trask, of Fitchburg, 
Mass., with three other men, were accosted by tlie 
marauders, who asked for their names. Mr. Trask 
immediately gave their names, whereupon the whole 
four were shot. Mr. Trask was connected with a 
Union paper in the city, and the Rebels regarded 
this as a great sin. They could not suffer such a 
man to live. 

^Mr. Hampson, derk of the provost-marshal, 
attempted to defend himself with a revolver, when 
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liis wife appeared, and pleaded for him. The roI>- 
beiB promised his wife that no harm should befall 
her husband if he would surrender ; but the moment 
he was in their power, he was shot, though his 
wound did not prove fatal. 

**In one instance, the wife and daughter of a man 
threw themselves over his body to protect him, when 
one of the villains thrust his knife down between 
thdr bodies, and killed the man. 

**Mr. Dix was promised that his life should be 
spared if he would deliver up liis monej. His house 
had already been fired, and the flames were rapidly 
consuming it. He ran into his burning habitation, 
and brought out one thousand dollars, and gave it to 
the Bebel. Within five minutes thereafter, he was a 
•dead man. 

**6en. CoUamore was sufibcated in his well. When 
he learned that the guerillas were in town, he went 
into his well, and his hired man covered it up. Af- 
ter the trouble was over, the hired man went into 
the well, and found Gen. Collamore dead at the bot- 
tom. The hired man perished also. A neighbor, 
named Lowe, passing at the time, descended into the 
well to save both, and he also was suffocated. 

** Eighteen soldiers out of twenty-two, of the Kan- 
sas Fourteenth, at their recruiting rendezvous, were 
shot. Several women and children were shot while 
attempting to escape to the river. 

^'Gen. Lane was providentially preserved. The 
Bebels compelled a Mr. Spicer to lead them to Gen. 
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Lane's house, threatening him instant death if he le* 
fused to obej. Gen. Lane learned what was doing 
in town, and he escaped through a cornfield to the 
woods. They did not find the general; but the/ 
burned his house. 

**The7 inquired for Ex-Gov. Bobinson, who is a 
Massachusetts man, and found that he was absent 
They proceeded to his house, on the bank of the 
river, to destroy it ; but a volley from a small party 
of the Twelfth Kansas, on the opposite side, killing 
three of their number, caused them to flee. 

*^The proprietor of the Whitney House was an 
acquaintance of Quantrell, whose life he once saved, 
on account of which Quantrell would not allow his 
men to molest the house* Thither he escorted the 
prisoners, and the women and children, whose lives 
he desired to save, and remained on guatd himself. 
He promised to be the last one of the gang to leave, 
'and he was. About ten o'clock, a.m., he mounted 
his horse, and, lifting his hat to the ladies, said, — - 

*** Ladies, I now bid you good morning. I hope, 
when we meet again, it will be under more favorable 
drcumstances.* 

^ After Quantrell left, four of his men came back, 
three of them intoxicated. One of them said, * We 
are determined to kill some one out of the crowd : 
we don't much care who. We were promised the 
privilege of killing all we pleased ; but, for some 
reason, Quantrell has been humbugged.' 

^ Another said that he * wanted to kill Miss Lydia 
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Stone.' She was the daughter of the proprietor of 
the house. The Bebel took a ring from her finger, 
at the commencement of the assault, and she in- 
formed Quantrell of it ; whereupon he compelled the 
man to restore it. For this reason he wanted to 
shoot her. But she escaped. 

** These four men finally ordered all in the house to 
form a line in the street front of it, and each to give 
the name of his or her native State, as their names 
were called. When one man replied, * Central Ohio,' 
*That is almost as bad as Elansas,' shouted one of 
the murderers ; and immediately, shot him, though 
not fatally. 

** Mr. Stone, the proprietor, attempted to remon- 
strate with them, when they shot him through the 
head, and instantly killed him. The party then left. 

* During the time that Quantrell's band was in 
Lawrence, they murdered one hundred and fifty per- 
sons. Among them were twenty colored soldiers of 
the Second Kansas Regiment. They were the most 
cruel and vindictive towards the blacks. Two hun- 
dred children were made fatherless, and eighty wives 
left widows. They burned the whole business part 
of the city. One hundred and eighty-five houses 
and stores were destroyed by fire. 

** After the guerillas had left, and the surviving 
inhabitants dared to venture out, the spectacle was 
appalling. 

** Weeping and wailing wives and children ran 
hither and thither in search of their husbands and 
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fathers, dead or alive. It was a heart-rending scene 
to behold, and the memory of it will never be effaced 
irom the minds of eye-witnesses* To them at least 
it will remain, as long as they live, a fearful illustra* 
tion of the satanic spirit of the Rebellion*" 

**Was not Quantrell pursued?" asked Charlie* 

** Yes : Gen* Ewing was at Leavenworth, on the 
night before; and he heard, about midnight, that 
Quantrell's band were on their way to Lawrence* 
He prepared at once to repair thither for its defence, 
and started early in the morning* On the way, he 
heard that the place was burnt, and that Quantrell 
had retreated. Immediately he changed his course, 
and pursued the guerillas* Other military forces in 
the vicinity were despatched as soon as possible ; and 
Quantrell's rear was overtaken, and a hundred of his 
men were killed. He was pursued so closely, that 
most of his plunder was thrown away, and many of 
his horses were disabled* 

^ I hope Quantrell himself was among the killed,** 
said Ella* 

*^He escaped, with about two himdred of his men. 
But he will not be forgotten ; and I trust that a 
righteous retribution will overtake him ere long* 

^ The people of Lawrence were left in such a con- 
dition of suffering that supplies of money, food, and 
clothing were collected for them in different parts of 
the country* All loyal hearts overflowe^i^with pity ; 
and very promptly the necessaxy aid vras forwarded 
to them* 
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**I mast not omit to read to joa a letter which I 
hsLYtf penned bj one of the sufiererSy whose husband 
was brutally murdered before her eyes. The writer 
is a lady of mtelligence and worth ; and the letter 
was addressed to her husband's parents, residing in 
Hopldnton, Alass.'' Uncle William here read the 
letter : — 

** Lawbxxcb, Sept S, 1868. 

'^Mt deab Father and Motheb, — I have been 
trying to summon strength to write you all the particulara 
of the sad, sad day, which has brought such gloom to tliis 
once happy place, which has wrecked* all my happiness, and 
has brought desolation to your hearts. Two short weeks 
ago^ on Thursday ere, this place was so happy, so pros- 
perous! Such a quiet evening as E^iward and I spent 
together in our sweet, happy home ! As I look back to 
that evening, it seems as though my heart would break. I 
will try to tell, as well as I can, the events of that next 
terrible morning,— that &tal Friday morning, when horror 
and despair fell upon us. At sunrise I was up. It had 
been a warm, still night, and was a lovely morning, as 
calm and quiet as any of these mornings with you ; but 
few were out, nearly all were just rising. In about five 
minutes, I' heard the report of a pistol, then another, and 
another, — twenty or thirty shots. 'E^iward,' said I, 
f what's all that about?' There was a camp of recruits 
just back of our house, and the shots were in that direc- 
tion. * Oh ! ' answered Edward, * it is only the boys having 
some fun;' but the shots came thicker and faster. Ed- 
ward sprang to the window. * It's more than fun,' said he : 
' the Rebels are upon us.' You must know, that, two weeks 
before, there bad been a great fright here about Quantrell's 
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coming ; and troops were sent here. Guards were oat oon- 
stantlj, and all was excitement; but it had passed away; 
Uie soldiers had been removed ; the guards discharged, the 
* Independent Company/ of which Edward was a member, 
disbanded ; the aims taken from them ; and every one was 
entirely defenceless. They had plenty of spies in town to 
inform them of the condition of things ; and they had chosen 
the time, of all others, when we should be off our guard. 
Oh ! why was it permitted ? A half-hour's notice would 
have saved all ; but, although they avowed their intention 
to bum Lawrence all the way up, no one was friend enough 
to try to put us on our guard. Such a strange fatality,-^ 
that a body of two hundred and fifly or three hundred 
mounted men were sweeping on, and we not dreaming of 
danger. But they were here. Stealthily, silently, they came 
on till they readied the heart of the town ; then they com- 
menced firing. Quicker than I can write it, they broke 
their ranks, and scattered in every direction ; firing con- 
stantly, shooting down every unfortunate one who was out, 
and, as they were everywhere, no one who did not live on 
the outskirts of the town could escape. In five or ten 
minutes, fires were springing up in every direction. First 
the 'Republican' ofHce was in fiames; then bams and 
houses all around. They very soon came to the house 
opposite us, where 6. W. E. Griffith, a public man in the 
State, lived; took his watch, what money he had, the 
key to his safe ; and then ordered him to go up town with 
them. His wife, with her little child, came immediately 
over to us almost crazy with fright and apprehension. 
Edward was perfectly calm. He said wo had better get 
all the clothing we could take tied up ; and, if they came 
to our house, try to save it and ourselves. Of course, we 
could not venture out before they came ; for they were 
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. firiog all about us constantly, and I forgot to add they 
were screanuDg and yelling like so many demons from the 
infernal pit. 

^We had got most of the necessary clothing tied up, 
and carried down stairs to take out, when all at once 
twenty or thirty of them swept up to our house, sur- 
rounded it, and in an instant a ruffian, a demon, burst open 
the door. Oh, that &ce I It haunts me day and night, — 
a coarse, brutal, blood-thirsty face, inflamed with hellish 
passions and strong drink, for he was evidently intoxica- 
ted. With horrid oaths, he said that not one of us should 
leave (he had not seen Edward then). Another one was 
behind, with perhaps one spark more of humanity in his 
bosom ; and he said, ' Let the women and children go.* I 
was almost beside myself with terror for Edward : I knew 
his doom was sealed. That demon, who was then swear- 
ing shouting, screaming in our dear little pai'lor, with his 
revolver cocked in one hand, the matches lighted to fire 
our home in the other,— I felt tliat there was no menT* 
then. He (that wretch) turned, and saw my Edward, so 
calm, so self-possessed ; and without a word the deadly aim 
was taken, shot after shot in rapid succession, emptying his 
own revolver, then taking the weapon from the baud of 
his companion, and using all its load to make sure the 
work of death. Oh I can you picture that moment? I 
begged; I implored; I looked around on that circle of 
cruel faces I I knew there was no help, — no help / The 
match was applied to our home. I pleaded, I begged 
them to take him out, and not to bum that precious body. 
But, with a terrible oath, he pointed his pistol at my heart, 
and said he would shoot me too, if I didn*t leave ; and I 
took my screaming children, and went across the road, 
when we threw ourselves upon the grass. How did I live? 
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I know not In the mean time, Mr. Griffith's house (oppo- 
site ours) had been fired ; and soon the flames made it too 
hot for us to remain there ; and we went further awaj, and 
threw ourselves on the ground, and watched the work of 
death and desoktion go on. No one who did not see it 
can form anj conception ; no words can convej an idea. 
Bj this time, houses in everj direction were burning. The 
crash of falling walls; the constant firing; the unearthly 
yells of the mounted invaders rushing in every direction ; 
the shrieks of the bereaved ; the groans of the wounded,— 
could any thing more be added to this horrid picture ? Be- 
fore ten o'clock, all were gone ; and, in that short space of 
four or five hours, what a change I One hundred and 6fly 
killed, most of them our best men ; twenty-five wounded 
.(their aim was sure, and in most cases they fired again and 
again, as in Edward's case), and of these last several have 
since died; eighty*six widows; and over two hundred 
children fatherless. Was not their work complete? 

^ There was one significant fact connected with tlie 
iEitrocitics committed at our house, which, if a full account 
is prepared (as I hope it will be), I should like to have 
mentioned, as it fully shows the spirit of those fiends. In 
some respects, they did worae with us than many others : 
murdering Edward at first sight ; not allowing his body to 
be removed; not permitting a single artido to be taken 
from the house,-*- it seemed as though they could not do 
worse. Two or three days ago, I found out the reason, 
which I had often thought was something mysterious. A 
colored woman, who lived back of our house (whose son 
was killed), came to see me; and said she, ' Did you know 
there was a Union flag, on your house?' On our wood- 
shed, she explained ; and it all came over me where it was, 
and when put there* Our children had a flag, about two 
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by three feet, which thej played 8oldier with. A day or 
two before) a little boy playing with them had climbed up 
on the 8hed, and firmly placed the flag-6taff there. Al- 
though we knew it was there before this morning, it was 
out of sight from the house, and we had never thought of 
it; but in full view from the street back, as there was a 
vacant lot back of ours. So, as a large body of them 
swept down the street, a breeze blew out those ' stars and 
stripes ' in full view ; and they seemed perfectly infuriated, 
cursing and swearing horrid vengeance on that house. 
Yes, our dear flag^ the glorious ' stars and stripes,' for that 
Edward fell, murdered in cold blood. That beautiful em- 
blem exasperated them to the utmost ; and they meant to 
glut their vengeance, and show their deadly hatred ; and 
they did it. May Grod bless that flag ; and soon may it 
wave over our whole country!" 

There were wet eyes among the little group after 
the reading of this letter. It seemed scarcely possible 
to the children that men could nerve themselves to 
commit such crimes. The wicked Rebellion appeared 
to them more wicked than ever; its leadersi more 
tatanic than they had supposed. 

'^ Traitors are capable of committing any crime,^ 
said TJnde William ; ^ but Qod is on the throne, and 
he will not suffer such atrocities to go unavenged. 
Already, a fearAil retribution is descending upon the 
whole South. 

** Witliin two weeks after La>vrence was desolated, 
Qnantrell and his villanous band sacked Olathe, 
the county seat of Johnson County, Elansas. They 
entered the town about midnight, seized all the 
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men, includingthe recent volunteers, prisoners, and 
marched them to the public square. They killed 
two men who were asleep in bed, and mortally 
wounded another. T\yo brothers who had enlisted 
in the Union army were taken out of bed, carried to 
a cornfield, and there shot in cold blood. They 
plundered the stores and houses, and carried away 
all valuables on which they could lay tlieir hands. 
They took delight in terrifying defenceless women 
and children, and would have slaughtered the inhabi- 
tants indiscriminately if they had offered any resis- 
tance. Quantrell had about three hundred desperate 
men with him. 

^ This guerilla chieftain continued his depredations 
at the West. In October following the scenes de- 
scribed, he massacred Gen. Blunt's body-guard, and 
burned the town of Carthage. There was no work 
too vile for him to do, no cruelty too excessive for 
him to perpetrate. . 

^ The guerillas showed no mercy to negroes, but* 
murdered them with a sort of fiendish delight. At 
Tecumseh Landing, in IMississippi, they annihilated 
a whole colored regiment. Their boast was, that they 
took no black prisoners.'^ 

** Could the Government do nothing to stop these 
barbarities?'' inquired Ella. 

** The military authorities did all they could. Con- 
gress passed an act to punish this class of marauders 
with death. In some departments, many of this class 
were shot as soon as they were captured. In Mis* 

VOL. ziz. 20 
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soori, about six weeks after Lawrence was laid waste, 
ten captured guerillas were executed in consequence 
, of the depredations of the band. They had seized 
and carried away an aged citizen of Patmyra, Andrew 
Allsman, because of his Union sentiments* It was 
supposed that he was concealed by the Rebels ; and 
the provost-marshal ordered, that ten of the band 
who had been taken, should be shot unless Allsman 
was restored to his family. He was not restored; 
and, at the expiration of ten days, the ten miserable 
men were shot.** 

^^ And the whole ten were not worth half so much 
to society as one good citizen like Allsman,** said 
Oiarlie. 

* Very true,** responded Uncle William : ** the more 
such men as Quantrell and his band there are, the 
worse it is for society. 

J* I have spoken of the efforts made to put a stop 
to guerilla warfare. Gen. Bosecrans issued very strin- 
gent orders, in his department; I will read to you 
a few extracts firom his order of Aug. 15, 1863." 
Uncle William read : — 

<*' If taken withm the country subject to our control, in 
disguise, roaming as individuals, or banding with other 
brigands, and living by stealing and plundeiing, they 
[guerillas] will be treated as spies or robbers, enemies of 
the human racCt against whom it is the duty of all, both 
military and civilianSi to wage a war of extermination. 

^ ^ Since it is for the salvation of civil society, no person 
within the limits of this command will be exempted from. 
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the du^ of using his utmost efforts to put a stop to any 
attempt to inaugurate a state of plunder, rapine, and 
murder, under the name of ^ guerilla warfare." In enfor- 
cing this duty, the general commanding will follow the old 
rule of common law, and hold the inhabitants of each 
locality responsible for the guerilla warfare practised in 
their midst ; and, unless satisfied that they hare done their 
full duty, and used their utmost efforts to stop it, will lay 
waste their country, and render it untenable for robbers.*" 

**That is just right,'' exclaimed Marcus, who 
loved to see summary justice administered* 

** Sometimes," added Charlie, ^ taxes were levied 
upon secessionists in the vicinity of the depredations, 
were they not?" 

^ Yes ; and this was a good way to punish disloyal 
men for aiding this wicked mode of warfare. It was 
a good way, also, to renumerate the loyal people for 
their losses." 

• ^ Some of the leading Rebel officers claimed that 
these bands of robbers belonged to the Bebel army, I 
believe," remarked Charlie* 

** They did make such a claim ; and it is my opinion 
that th0 Eebel army, as a whole, was too much like 
them in spirit. Squads of Rebel soldiers, directly 
from the ranks of the Rebel army, frequently per- 
petrated deeds not excelled in barbarity by the guer- 
illas. I will cite one case as an example* 

^In the winter and spring of 1863, the Rebel 
commissioners at Laurel, North Carolina, to whom 
belonged the duty of distributing salt to the suffering 
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people, declared that the Union men should have 
none. This excited the Union men ; and they pro- 
ceeded to Marshall, and took such a quantity as they 
thought was their just share* For this the Sixty- 
Fiflh North-Carolina Bcgiment, imder the command 
of Lieut.-CoL Keith, was sent to arrest the parties. 
Thirteen men and boys were arrested, from ten to 
sixty years of age. Only one or two of them, 
however, were engaged in taking the salt; and the 
others asserted their innocence. 

''They were promised a fair trial when they were 
taken away. They had proceeded but a few miles, 
however, when they were turned out of the wood into 
a gorge in the mountain, and halted. The fearful 
truth now flashed upon the minds of the patriots, 
that they were to be murdered. 

***WhatI' exdaimed Joseph Wood, an old man 
of nxty, *you are not going to shoot us, men?' 

^Without delay, regardless of entreaties and 
prayers, they ordered five of the number to kneel 
down ten paces firom a file of soldiers. 

***If you are going to murder us, give usat least 
time to pray,* continued the aged Christian hero. 
Wood. 

^ * No time for praying now,' was the cruel reply. 
•Flrer 

**Theold men and boys rent the air with their 
cries of agony and despair ; and the file of soldiers 
hesitated, and wavered. 

***FIreI' shouted Col. Keith, * or you shall change 
places with the prisoners.' — 
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' **The Rebels obeyed, and two of the five were 
instantly killed. The other three survived only a 
few minutes. 

^ Five others were ordered to kneel in the same 
manner. One of them was little Willie Shelton, 
only twelve years of age, whose father and three 
brothers had just been shot. 

** * Do not shoot me in the face/ he pleaded. * You 
have shot my father and brothers in the face : do not 
shoot me in the face.' 

**He covered his face with his hands, as the com- 
mand, * Fire I ' was given. The whole five fell to the 
ground, though Willie Shelton was not killed. He 
was seriously wounded. Springing to his feet, he 
.ran to the commanding officer, and clasped his legs, 
and pleaded : — 

***Ypu have killed my father and brothers, and 
wounded me. I forgive you for all this: I can 
get well. Let me go home to my mother and 
sisters.* 

^ It would seem as though any man's heart would 
relent before such an appeal of a little child. But 
the commander of this gang of murderers (it is a 
libel to call it a regiment of soldiers) ordered him 
to be dragged back to the fatal spot, where eight 
balls were put through his body." 

^ Oh, how heart-rendiag I '* exclaimed Ella. 

** It is dreadful to contemplate," answered Undo 
William ; ^ but slavery nurses a fiendish spirit." 

**What became of the other three?" inquii^ 
Giarlie. 
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^They were killed/ and the thirteen bodies were 
boned in one hole. Then the ruffians returned to 
Laurel, and whipped and abused the females who 
would not disclose the hiding-places of their husbands 
and brothers. Two or three of them were almost 
killed because they refused to give any information. 
One old lady eighty-five years old was whipped, 
xobbed of her money, and then hung. 

"•Now,* continued Uncle William, ^'in view of 
•uch £BiCtBf if any of the leaders of the Rebellion claim 
that Quantrell's, Mosby's, 'or any other guerilla 
chieftain's men, belong to the regular Rebel army, 
I am willing to accept it. It only proves that the 
spirit of the Rebel army was savage and vindictive ; 
and that the Rebel Government was disposed to 
wage the contest regardless of all the rules of civilized 
warfare. All this I can easily believe : indeed, with 
00 many horrible scenes as have followed in the 
track of treason, I cannot believe any thing else.'' 

**It is just like the way the Rebel Government 
treated Union prisoners,** said Marcus. 

^Yerj much like it. It is quite evident that the 
Southern leaders did it to disable or kill our men, so 
that they could never return to re-enforce the Union 
army. It appears to have been a studied plan of 
thdrs to advance their cause, and injure ours, in this 
merciless manner. But I must not dwell on this 
point now. At some future tune, we shall see what 
life in Rebel prisons has been to our soldiers. The 
history of the Rebellion would not be complete with- 
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oat a knowledge of this dreadful experience. The 
treatment to which Union prisoners were subjectedy 
puts guerilla cruelty into the shade, and almost over- 
shadows the barbari^ of the savage Indians.** 

** When can we hear about it?** asked Charlie. 

^ In due time. This is not the place for that part 
of die narrative. Besidest I wish that you should see 
the part which Rebel sympadiizers in the North acted 
in sustaining the South. Their secret and open 
efforts form an important chapter of our hmtory just 
at this period of the BebeUion." 
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xn. 

ALLIES OF THE BEBEL8 IN THE KOBTH. 

* npHE war would have ended long ago, had it not 

-L been for Northern men,** proceeded Uncle 
William. 

**I thought that Northern men were fighting to 
bring it to a dose,'' answered Ella. 

^ The lojal men were : but we have seen that many 
disloyal people live in the North ; and, from the com- 
mencement of hostilities, they have done all they 
could, without seeming to be too treasonable, to em- 
barrass the Government. During the period of 
which I have been speaking to-day, they were 
especially active, and grew bold in their utterances 
and demonstrations. They were more determined 
and hostile In the summer and hH of 1863 than 
they had been before. The leaders were unprinci- 
pled politicians belonging to the pro-slavery wing 
of the old Democratic part^, that conceived and 
began this civil war ; and now they sought to make 
political capital out of the state of the country. 

** During the first two years of the war, they 
complained because bounties were offered for enlist- 
ments. They thought that men should be drafted, 
as they were in the war of the Bevolution. But, 
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at the time of which I speak, the Government was 
drafting men into the senricey and this was a great 
outrage to them* They wheeled about, and op- 
posed the Government with great vehemence. ** 

** The riot in New York was occasioned bj oppo- 
sition to the draft, I believe,^ said Charlie. 

** It was ; and it showed what a fiendbh spirit the 
Kebellion had developed at the North. You could 
not understand the base character of the Hebellion 
without knowing moi'e about the doings of Bebel 
sympathizers in the loyal States. The National Gov- 
ernment had these to fight, in addition to the armed 
Kebels in front. In the year 1863, they began to 
organize with a determination to embarrass the 
militaiy authorities, and to give the South a better 
chance to conquer. They had been clandestinely at 
work before ; and secret associations had been organ- 

- ized to aid the Rebels. In some respects, we had 
a war as really with the Northern allies of the South, 
as we had with Jeff. Davis himself; and this pro- 
longed the conflict, and thereby caused greater sac- 
rifice of blood and treasure. If the North had been 
as united to crush the Rebellion as* the South were 
to maintain it, the war would not have been half 
as long. 

•* Vallandigham, of whom you have heard, was 
arrested for his treasonable conduct. He was one 
of the most violent oppolBers of the Government; 
and the pro-slavery Democrats of Ohio nominated 

* him for Governor of that State." 

VOL. XXX. 21 
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^Were those who opposed the Goyemment in 
&yor of shtverj?'' asked Ella* 

^ They were : the truly loyal citizens of all parties 
and sects yielded to the President's emancipation 
policy as a military necessity ; but those who were 
so strongly in favor of slavery that they could not 
give it up, committed themselves against the admin- 
istration of President Lincoln, and organized as 
the Democratic par^* 

^The rank and file of them were the most corrupt. 
Ignorant, and abandoned wing of the old party by 
that name. The better class of them left their old 
associations, and imited with loyal people to support 
the Government.'* 

^What did Yallandigham do, that caused his 
arrest at the time?'' asked Charlie. 

^ He did many things that only a traitor would 
do. His style of arraying himself against his 
country appears in the following letter which he 
wrote to a Bebel officer in the South. The letter 
was captured by our forces in Tennessee. I will 
read it to you: — 

^Deab Colonel,— Your kind note and invitation of 
yesterday was this morning handed me by your brother^ 
in-law, who will hand you this in return. It would give 
me much pleasure to visit you and your command before 
leaving the Confederacy ; but it is now impossible to do 
00^ as I have made arrangements to start this a.il with 
the earliest train for Wilmington. 

^ Yon surmise correctly, when you say that you believe 
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me to he the friend of the South in her itruggle for freedom. 
Mj feelings have been publidjr expressed in mj own 
country, in that quotation from Lord Chatham, -—' Mj 
Lords, you cannot conquer America? There is not a drop 
of Puritan blood in my veins. / haie^ deepiee^ and defy 
the tyrannical Government which has sent me among you, 
for my opinion's sake, and shall never give it my support 
in its crusade upon your institutions. But you are mis- 
taken when you say there are but few such in the United 
States, North. Thousands are tJiere who would speak out, 
but for the military despotism that strangles them. 

^Although the contest has been and will continue to 
be a bloody one, you have hu to persevere^ and the victory 
will surely be yours. You must strike horned The defen- 
sive policy lengthens the contest The shortest road to 
peace is the boldest one. Tou can have your own terms 
by gaining the battle on your enemas soiL 

^ Accept my kind regard for your personal wel&re, and 
sincere thanks for your kind wishes in my behalf; and, 
hoping and praying for the ultimate success of the cause in 
which you are fighting^ believe me, as ever, your friend, 

^ CX L. Vallakdioham. 

"CoL D. D. Inshall^ 8th AU. Vols. 

^ If that is not treason," remarked Uncle William, 
^then it would be difficult to say what is. The 
loyal people rejoiced that such an enemy to the 
country was arrested by Gen. Bumside, and finally 
banished from the Federal into the Rebel lines. It 
was right, that he should go and live where his 
sympathies were, and not be allowed to annoy the 
Government here. 
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**The soldiers in otir army were very indignant 
at the course of these Nortliem traitors , and declared 
that they were less worthy of respect than the armed 
Bebels at the South. Gen. Meagher, who com- 
manded the Iri^h I^rigade, an old Democrat and 
Catholic, but loyal to the heart, said to his soldiers, 
at a public reception in New-York City, — 

^'Soldiers, we know what it is to meet Southern sol- 
diers ; we respect them for their bravery ; we cannot but 
admire them almost with' enthusiasm for the persistency 
and the desperate fortitude with which they have clung 
to their cause, under so many adversities, and in such 
terrible privations. (Applause.) Nor can we, as soldiers, 
withhold our admiration for the women of the South, who 
have bade the loved ones of tiicir household go forth and 
do battle for what they conceive to be the cause of their 
altars and firesides. We can extend our admiration, and 
in many circumstances almost our sympathy, to our ene- 
mies, displaying as they do such fidelity to their cause, 
and having, perhaps, some apparent excuse, founded upon 
local associations and political views. But for the enemies 
of this country in the North, who have no excuse, who 
bid their friends go forth to do battle, and then cut down 
the bridges behind them so that they may fall sacrifices 
to the enemy, as they did when Gen. Lee invaded Penn- 
sjlvaoia, — raising a revolt, when you were battling for the 
stars and stripes upon the Susquehanna, — as for these 
men, we have nothing but detestation ; and, for the Irish 
portion of it, I deprecate, I loathe, I repudiate, I execrate 
them."' 

**That was plain speaking,'' remarked Ella.* ** Were 
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many of the Irish population with Yallandigham*8 
party?" 

** Nearly all of them who were out of the army. 
This was admitted by loyal Irish themselves. Lead- 
ing Catholics who were true to the country mourned 
' over the fact, 

"The South,** continued Unde William, ''looked 
with high hopes to the efforts of their Northern 
allies to embarrass the Government. Their papers 
discussed the matters, and urged tlieir armies to 
multiply victories so as to help die election of Val- 
landigham, and other friends of theirs in tlie North. 
Their Northern friends were equally anxious that 
the Bebel army should be successful, in order to aid 
their own cause at the ballot-box. I will read a 
single extract from tlie Augusta 'Constitutionalist,* 
as representing the feeling at the South, and the 
sentiments expressed in newspaper editorials through- 
out the Confederacy : — 

^ < We confess that we have cdways huiU strong hopes an 
the division mid dissatisfaction of the Northern people, the 
graduoL hut sure growth of an outspoken peace party y and 
the final outbreak of Vie insurrectionary elements v>hiA 
exist among the enemy^ hut whichy hy one means or other^ 
has so far heen smothered or checked* But we have always 
held that the only way to build up a peace-party among 
the Yankees, and to set at liberty the furious opposition 
of the anti-republicans, was by successful war on Lincoln's 
armies in tho field. We still have great expectation from 
the peace-men of the Norths and the explosive wrath of the 
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opposition masses ; but we were never more fullj convinced 
than now of the essential importance of thick, fast, and 
heavy blows from the Confederate armies, in order to give 
vitality^ system^ and organization to the peace-men, and to 
unloose the fierce impulses of the inthralled and terrorized 
people. 2Ir. Valkmdigham himself, as wo Irnve heard, 
most emphatically declared that the success of Southern 
arms alone could give strength and consistency to the peace- 
movement; and we verily believe that if Vicksburg had 
been held, and Leo had thoroughly defeated Meade on 
his own ground, the Woods and Ooxes and VaUandigJiams 
and their followers woidd have been rampant for peace and 
separation^ and that not one drafted man would ever have 
worn the United-States uniform, the livery of a hireling 
or degraded soldier, in the city of New York. But 
Vicksburg fell, and Lee failed to overwhelm Meade ; and 
Bo the peace-men are as muto as frightened mice, and the 
drafted rowdies are forced easily into the ranks. 

^ * This popular feeling must be checked and changed ; 
and there is no means of doing it but by a determined and 
successful conflict at one or more points. The heroic 
holding-out of Charleston helps us to some extent; but 
something more must be done. The election for Governor 
of Ohio takes place early in November, we believe, and the 
t new Yankee Congress meets in December. In order favor- 

Mg to affect the Ohio election and the organization and 
action of the new CongreUy a majority of which is against 
j the Bepublican party, but not firmly decided as to any thing 

1 else, it is to the last degree essential that the Confederate 

armies win one or more decisive battles within the next 
thirty or sixty days. If Johnston and Bragg can defeat 
Bosecrans and Bumside, Charleston still holding out ; or 
if Lee, with his recruited army, can defeat Meade with 



I 



I 

i 

BEBEL ALLIES IN THE KOBTH. 247 i 

k 

all the aid of his new conscripts, demoralized and dis- > 

affected as they are represented, — then we may expect the 
most favarable results in the Ohio election and Lincoln 
Congress. But unless something of the kind is accom- 
plished speedily, then a long farewell to the peace-par^* ^ 
Vallandigham will be defeated, and Wood and his party 
paralyzed or overawed in Congress, and peace postponed 
indefinitely, without foreign aid.' ' 

**That was the feeling,** said Uncle William, •*pre- 
^tfiiling among traitors North and Soudi. There 
was a mutual understanding between them, to play 
into each other's hands* And, in order to accom- 
plish their object, thousands of Southern agents 
operated in the large cities of the North. An 
Englishman, who returned at this time from an 
extensive tour through the South, made the follow- 
ing statement, which I will read : — 

^^I WAS informed that there were twenty thousand 
Southern agents in New York, whose business it was to 
circulate in the bar-rooms and public places of the various 
cities in the North, and be "every thing to every man,"— , 
among Republicans to be a despondent Republican, show* 
ing up the weak points of the party, and growmg gloomily 
despondent over the thought of the heaped-up mountain 
of taxes ; among Democrats, a Democrat, glowing all over 
with brilliant periods about the fallacy of the war with 
their Southern brethren, and the beauty of the coming 
peace that shall proclaim olives of endless age I 

" ^ And, by this method of diplomacy, they were to incite . 
civil war between the contending political parties of the 
North: and, when this was au fait accompli, they would 
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Step in as arbitrators; and then the North would have 
a race of statesmen and genilemen to rule them.' ** 

^ What men besides Vallandigham were prominent 
in these treasonable plans?** asked Ella, more and 
more surprised at these developments. 

^ Several of them have been referred to in the 
quotadons made, as CoX| Woods, and Yoorhees. 
There were Seymour, Brooks, Pendleton, Dean, 
Bynders, and many others, whose names will go 
down to posterity as despised as that of Benedict 
Arnold* Then there was a class of influential men, 
like Franklin Fierce, of Concord, New Hampshire, 
whom the Bebels claimed as friends.** 

••Whatl** exclaimed Ella, •* Franklin Pierce on 
that side, — a man who had once been President of 
the United States I ** 

^ Let me read you a letter written by him just before 
the Bebellion broke out, and addressed to that arch- 
traitor, Jefferson Davis. It shows where the writer*s 
sympathies were; and it was such assurances of 
Northern help as this letter gives that emboldened 
the South to rebel.** Uncle William read as fol« 
lows: — 

I **CLABS]a>ov HoTiL, Jaii.6, I860. 

^Mt dejlb Friend, — I wrote you an unsatisfactory 
note a day or two since. I have just had a pleasant 
interview with Mr. Shepley, whose courage and fidelity 
are equal to his learning and talents. He says be would 
rather fight the battle with you as the standard-bearer in 
1860 than under the auspices of any other leader. The 
leeling and judgment of Mr. Shepley in this relation is,.! 
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am confident, rapidlj gaining ground in New England. Oar 
people are looking for the 'Coming Man/ one who is 
raised bj all the elements of his character above the 
atmosphere ordinarily breathed by politicians,— a man 
really fitted for this emergency by his abilityi courage, 
broad statesmanship, and patriotism. 

" CoL Seymour [Thomas H.] arrived here this morning, 
and expressed his views in this roladon in almost the 
identical language used by Mr. Shepley. It is true, that, 
in the present state of things at Washington and through- 
out the country, no man can predict what changes two or 
three montiis may bring forth. Let me suggest, that, in the 
morning debates of Congress, full justice seems to me not 
to have been done to the Democracy of the North. I do 
not believe that our friends at the South have any just 
idea of the state of feeling hurrying at this moment to the 
pitch of intense exasperation between those who respect 
their political obligations^ and those who have apparently 
no impelling power but that which fanatical passion on 
the subject of domestic slavery imparts. 

^Without discussing tlie question of right, — of abstract 
power to secede, — I have never believed, that actual dis* 
ruption of the Union can occur without blood; and if^ 
through the madness of Northern A^^^^^onists, that diro 
calamity must come, tJie JigfUing will not be along Ma» 
son and Dixon's line merely. It will be within our own 
borders^ in our own streets, between the two classes of 
citizens to whom I have re/erred. Those who de/g law, 
and scout constitutional obligations, will, if we ever reach 
the arbitrament ofarms^ find occupation enough at home* 
Nothing but the state of Mrs. Pierce's health would 
induce me to leave the country now, although it is quite 
likely thaJt my presence at home woul^ be of little service. 
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I bave tried to impress upon our people, especially in 
New Hampsbire and Connecticut, where the only elections 
are to take place the coming spring, that, while our Union 
meetings are all in the right direction, and well enough 
for the present, they will not be worth the paper upon 
which their resolutions are written, unless we can over- 
throw political Abolitionism at the polls, and repeal the 
OBGonstitutional and obnoxious laws, which, in the cause 
of 'Personal Liberty,' have been placed on our statute- 
books» I shall look with deep interest, and not without 
bope, for a decided change in this relation. 
, ^ Ever and truly your friend, 

^Fbankldc Pierce. 

'■Hml Jaw. Davu, WuhingtoD, D. C. 

^'There,^ remarked Uncle William : ^ what I have 
read and stated, respecting the efforts of Northern 
men to aid the Soudi, must suffice. It will show 
jon the manner in which our enemies here went to 
work to accomplish their designs. And now I will 
turn to the New-York riot» which was a part of the 
treasonable programme at the North. Such Rebel 
aympathizers as I have named, doclarcd that the 
draft should not be executed ; and the New-York 
riot was the result of this opposition to the draft.'' 

i ••'Why did they not want the draft to take effect?*' 

I inquired Ella. 

I * Because they did not want to conquer the Rebels. 

They supposed that the loyal army could not be 

{ increased without drafting ; and hence, if the draft 

should be prevented, our army would be overcome, 
and the South be victorious. That was the real 
reason of their opposition to the draft." 
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** There were no respectable people engaged in the 
New-York riot, — were there ? " said Ella. 

** None of this class were directly engaged in it. 
The mob was composed mostly of foreigners, and em- 
braced the lowest and most abandoned class of the city. 
But there is no doubt, that a more respectable class 
were the instigators of the outrage; though they- 
concealed their own agency in the affair as much as 
possible, leaving the infamous work to be done by 
their miserable tools. 

^ On the thirteenth day of. July, as the draft was 
progressing at the comer of Third Avenue and 
Forty-sixth Street, the outbreak began. A motley 
crowd surrounded the building, burst into it, seized 
the ifficers of the draft, and beat them severely, 
demolished the draft-wheel, and set the building on 
fire. They cut all the telegraph-wires within their 
reach, and would not aUow tlie bells in the vicinity 
to be rung, nor an engine to play upon the flames. 

^ They seized men in the street, without the least 
^ knowledge of tlieir characters or position, and beat 
them cruelly; and, in some instances, robbed them 
of money, watches, and all valuables. As they 
rushed from street to street, the cry was frequently 
raised, ' Do^vn with the rich men I * 

^ A squad of soldiers made their appearance about 

one o'clock, P.M., to quell the rioters; but tlie 

rioters set upon them with the fury of bull-dogs, 

. wrested tlieir loaded muskets from their hands, and 

fired them into the crowd. The soldiers were badly 
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beaten and bruised in the fray% One of them was 
punmed hy about twenty men (and even women 
joined in the pursuit) , and beaten to death. Another 
attempted to escape hy climbing the rocks near Forty- 
second Street, when another portion of the rioters 
adzed him, stripped off his uniform^ beat him most 
nnmercifulljy and then hurled him over a precipice 
twenty feet high upon the craggy rocks below. 

**Soon after the soldiers were dispersed, quite a 
large police force came to die rescue* They were 
fully armedy and drew up in line of battle. As 
soon as the rioters caught sight of them, they rushed 
at them, hurling paving stones, and using such weap- 
ons as they had at the' time to repel them. The police 
force were obliged to retire. 

**The mob marched from street to street constantly 
augmenting tlieir numbers by visiting manufactories, 
and compelling the workmen to join their ranks. 
They would enter a large establishment where many 
hands were employed, and accost the proprietor or 
8U|)erintendcnt, — 

*** Close tliis establishment, and keep it closed.' 

***By whose order?* inquires the proprietor. 

**By order of the mob. If you don't, we will 
bum you out within two hours.' 

**And so the establishment was closed at the 
bidding of the mob. There were many such cases. 

^Before night the mob numbered five thousand 
men and boys, many of whom were infuriated with 
liquor, and prepaid to perpetrate almost an^dced. 
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They rushed into one very costly dwelling on Lex* 
ington Avenue, and proceeded to demolish the fur- 
niture ; throwing out of the windows costly pictures, 
elegant pier-glasses, wearing. apparel, and every 
tiling on which they could lay their hands. They 
smashed every pane of glass in the house> and finally 
closed their fiendish work by setting fire to the 
building. 

**The mob were especially active in hunting the 
negroes, whom they treated with the greatest bar- 
barity. They attacked the Orphan Asylum for 
colored children, simply because it sheltered negroes. 
As the mob approached, the terror-stricken children 
pleaded for mercy. Some of them fainted, and 
others rushed directly out into the arms of danger. 
The inmates, however, were finally permitted to be 
removed, save one child, that was reported to have 
been trampled to death by the crowd. Then fol- 
lowed tlie sacking of the bi\ilding. Every article, 
even the caps and bonnets of the children, was 
stolen and carried away. Many of the wives and 
children of the rioters were present, to carry off the 
articles of furniture and clothing stolen. Hundreds 
appeared to join the mob for the sake of plunder. 

"The enrolment rooms were in a fine building, 
at the comer of Broadway and Twenty-ninth Street. 
The mob hurried thither, but turned their attention 
to the fine stores in the lower part of the building. 
A jeweller's shop was tlic special object of attention ; 
and gold watches, brooches, breastpins, braceletSt 
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and other costly ornaments flew about in the crowd 
as if they were worthless. All these stores were 
thoroughly stripped of their costly goods. As the 
robbery was going on, a gentleman raised his voice, 
and exclaimed, * This is an unspeakable outrage : as 
an American citizen, I am ashamed.* 

*The words, had scarcely dropped from his lips, 
when a blow from a rioter's cudgel split open his 
head. 

***Bum the building I bum it I bum it I ' shouted 
the Tillians, as soon as the robbery was complete. 

** Within a few minutes, the spacious building was 
in flames. The firemen were on the ground; but 
they were not }>ermitted to check the flames until 
the building fell. 

**But I cannot particularize. The destmction 
of property was so great, that I cannot specify in- 
stances. I will add, however, that three or four 
negroes were hung to lamp-posts and trees, after 
having received cmel beatings. One negro was 
pulled out of his cart at the Thirty-fourth-strcet 
ferry, beaten and bruised until he was almost dead ; 
and then he was thrown into the river. As he at- 
tempted to keep his head above water, sticks and 
stones were thrown at him to keep him under the 
water ; and thus he was pelted until he sank to rise 
no more. 

**Many of the police and soldiers were badly in- 
jured ; a few were killed. Col. O'Brien was beaten 
to death in the street. Supt. Kennedy was so seri- 
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ouslj injured} that for a time the surgeon despaired 
of his life. 

**ThuSy for three days, the rioters ruled the city, 
creating such a scene of consternation and butcheiy 
as no mob in this country ever created hitherto. It 
seemed as if they would sack the whole city, and 
spread desolation throughout its limits.'^ 

^ Could not the police stop them?'' asked Marcus. 

^ No : neither the police no^ the military succeeded 
in checking the mob until the third day. In some 
streetSi successful attacks were made upon portions 
of the riotei*s; but it was not until tlie arrival of 
several New-York regiments from the Army of the 
Potomac, that law and order asserted their rightful 
power. Many of the rioters were killed, — a far 
greater number than tlie public have generally sup- 
posed. A prominent police-ofEcer of New York 
recently stated, that over twelve hundred of the mis- 
creants were killed. 

"I hsive given you one reason for regarding this 
riot as a part of the Rebel plan to conquer the North. 
Many things occunrcd during its progress to confirm 
this idea." 

** What P** said CharUe. 

**The principal leader was one Andrews, a Vir- 
ginian, who made a speech to the mob on the first 
day of the riot, urging them to resist the draft, and 
fight Lincoln's Government. The rioters cheered 
also for Jeff. Davis ; and known Rebel sympathizers 
in the city seemed rejoiced when they attacked the 
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* Tribune' office. In several instances, they asked 
men whom they seized, * Are you for the Union ? ' 
If they answered in the affirmativei the garroters 
glutted their vengeance upon them. 

Whenever they passed a place in which known 
sympathizers with the South were to be found, the 
shout of approbation burst from their traitorous 
throats. This was to be expected; but you may 
think it strange that a body of the rioters marched, 
at one time, to the residence of Gen. M^Clellan, 
and cheered lustily for him till they learned that he 
was absent in New Jersey. 

**Then riots started up in other places, as Boston, 
Hartford, Albany, Troy, as if by a preconcerted ar- 
rangement. There were several raids, too, about 
this time, that were evidently designed to aid Lee's 
invasion of Pennsylvania, and thereby influence the 
North to cry for * peace' at any price, rather than 
recruit the army, and prosecute the war.'' 

** Was the riot in Boston as serious as that in New 
York?" inquired Ella. 

**By no means. On the 14th of July there was 
a demonstration against two draft-officers, and they 
were considerably bruised. On the next day, about 
five hundred rioters assembled in Dock Square, 
where they forced an entrance into a hardware 
store, and robbed it of guns, revolvers, and what- 
ever weapons they could find. Previously, the au- 
thorities had ordered the Lancers, the Eleventh 
Battery, and the Forty-fourth Begimeiit tQ be in 
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readiness. Troops were also ordered firom Fort 
Warren, Fort Independencei and the camp at Rcad- 
ville. Promptly the rioters were met with grape 
and canister, wliich did fearful execution. In New 
York, the police and military fired blank-cartridges, 
wliich served to awaken the contempt of the mob, 
instead of tlieir fear. In Boston, tlie wiser course 
was pursued of firing the deadly missile at once at 
* die Rebels. There was the same reason for doing 
this as there was for filing shot and shell at their 
brothers at Gettysburg. 

^The mob in Boston attacked the armory in 
Cooper Street. A force inside was prepared for 
them with a loaded cannon; and, as the rioters 
forced an entrance, the contents of the cannon was 
poured into them, killing several of their number. 

" The promptness and energy with which the des- 
peradoes were met, efiectually dispersed the mob, and 
restored quietness to the city.** 

** How many were killed ? ^ inquired Charlie. 

^I cannot tell; but quite a number were killed 
or seriously wounded. The work, in that respect, 
was bloody enough to strike terror to tlie hearts of 
men who cannot be reached by milder means. 

** Immediate measures were taken, both in New 
York and Boston, and other places, to arrest the 
leaders; and many of them were caught." 

•* Well, they didn't stop the draft," said Marcus* 

^ No : the draft was enforced all over the country, 
and these efibrts of * Northern allies' did not mate* 
VOL. III. 22 
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riallj aid the Southern cause. On the whole, th^ 
proved a signal failure. 

^ I meant to have spoken here of Morgan's great 
raid into the Western States ; but I must refer to it 
in another place. At the same time, I would have 
you consider it a part of the Rebel plan to drive the 
North into a speedy recognition of the Southern 
Confederacy. 

**The popular vote of the loyal States, in the fall 
of 1863, surprised oiur Northern foes. They were 
worsted in every State by majorities that caused them 
to tremble. Still, they did not surrender hope. 
They saw the presidential election approaching in 
1864; and they resolved, if possible, to prevent 
the re-election of Abraham Lincoln, or the election 
of any man who would emancipate the slaves, or 
prosecute the war with vigor. 

^ Such an order as * Knights of the Golden Circle ' 
was known to exist in different parts of tlic country ; 
and it was supposed that the order was in league 
with the Bebels. It was in this order that the 
• Great North-western Conspiracy ' of 1864 was con- 
. oeived and nurtured, — a foul plot that might have 

I ' resulted in much bloodshed at the North, and in the 

overthrow of the Government, had not detectives 
discovered the plans, and arrested several of the 
leaders. Yallandigham belonged to this * Golden 
Circle.*'' 

^ Not much ffold about it," interrupted Charlie. 

^No : I think it was not very golden/* answered 
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Uncle WiUiam. *** Knights of the Circle of Dark- 
ness/ would be more appropriate. 

^ Through the efforts of efficient detectives, some 
. of whom passed themselves off as friends of the 
South, and gained access to the order, its phms 
were disclosed, and a number of the leaders arrested 
and tried. The developments were indeed startling. 
They showed that one feature of the order was to 
murder such loyal men as stood in the waj of exe- 
cuting its nefarious designs. Felix D. Stidger was 
employed as a detective; and he was sent to Dr. 
Dodd and Dr. Bowles, at Louisville, Ky., two noto- 
riously disloyal men, for information. Mr. Stidger's 
testimony on this point is, — 

^I was scut to Dr. Bowles and Dr. Dodd by Judge 
Bullitt in reference to Mr. Coffin, who was living in this 
city, and who was then employed as a detective-officer by 
tlie Government. My instructions wci'e, that Coffin was to 
be put out of the way at all hazards. 

•* Q. What do you mean by being * put out of the way '? 

*^ A. I understood ho was to be murdered. I stated my 
instructions to Mr. Dodd. 

" Q. From whom did you receive those instructions ? 

'< A. They were from Judge Bullitt to Dr. Bowles and 
Mr. Dodd, and whomsoever else I might think it well to 
- communicate it to. 

« Q. Whom did that message I'elate to ? 

<< A. To Mr. Coffin, United-States detective. 

^ Q. What was said by Mr. Dodd in reference to that 
message ? 

^ A. I do not remember distinctly, except that Coffin and 
such men were to be disposed o£ 
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^ Q. What injury hod Coffin done to Dodd or Bullitt 
or Bowles ? 

''A. I do not know of any, except that he was acquaint- 
ed with their secrets ; I mean the secrets of the Order of 
the Sons of Liberty. 

^ Q. Wliat was done by Dodd in this matter? 

^ A. There was nothing in particular done ; but he ex- 
pressed himself in favor of Coffin being disposed of, and 
that he agreed with Judge Bullitt 

^The design was, as soon as plans were matured, 
to have a general uprising in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Alissouri, and so much of Kentucky as could be man- 
aged ; and to force the measures of the order by the 
shedding of blood. Gov. Morton received intelli- 
gence of the purchase of arms by this traitorous asso- 
ciation, for the use of the members. He immediately 
set a police force at work to discover the arms ; and 
soon found two hundred navy-revolvers, and one 
hundred and thirty-iive thousand rounds of fixed am- 
munition for the same arm. At the same place was 
captured the * Great Seal ' of the * Order of the Sons 
of Liberty,' an official list of the members of the or- 
der in the city, together with several hundred printed 
copies of the * Ritual ; ' also a large amount of cor- 
respondence, among which were letters implicating 
Daniel W. Yoorhees, member of Congress from In- 
diana. One of them is as follows : — 

**Loiro Bmuicn, Aug. 81, 186S. 

^Mt dear Sib, — I enclose you two letters from a 
man by the name of Carr, in reference to arms. A letter 
directed to him, simply Philadelphia, will reach him. I 
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can Yoach for the excellent quality and great efficiency of i 

the rifles. ^ Yours in haste, 

** James W. Wall. 
^ Eiivelope indorse (free). 

«* James W. Wall, U.S.S. 

"Hon. Daniel Yoorhees, Tern Haute, Ind. \ 

^Another letter described the arms, twenty thous- ; 

and in number, and said that they could be bought I 

for fourteen dollars each. This looked like con- 
spiracy in earnest. From information received, it 
was supposed that thirty thousand navy-revolvers i 

had been procured by these hypocritical traitors, who 
were crying * peace,* when they were plotting to 
murder their fellow-citizens in cold blood. The 
number of revolvers and rifles named, with sufficient 
ammunition, would cost not less than one and a half 
million of dollars, — far too much money to be 
raised in the order. Hence it was supposed, that 
the Rebel Government had a hand in the purchase, 
and that the * peace commissioners ' prowling around 
Canada were really conspiracy commissioners en- 
gaged in providing arms. Another pai*t of the tes- 
timony of Stidger, at the trial, was as follows : — 

^ Q. Try to give to the Commission the whole of your 
conversation with Dr. Bowles. 

^ A He gave me the programme of the operations that 
were- to be carried out Illinois had pledged fifty thou- 
sand men, to copcentrato at St. Loin's, and co-operate with 
Missouri, which had pledged thirty thousand ; and these 
combined forces were to co-operate with Price, who was to 
invade Missouri with twenty thousand, and more if pOA- • 
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nUe, hj the assistance of JeE, Davis; and these one 
hondrcd thousand men were commanded to hold Missouri 
against the Federal forces that could be brought against 
it Indiana was to furnish from for^ thousand to sixty 
thousand men, to co-operate with other forces that might 
come from Ohio ; and all were to be thrown on LouisvillCy 
to oo-operate with whatever force Jeff. Davis might send 
into Eastern Keiituckj under Buckner or Breckinridge, as 
Davis might deem best Dr. Bowles gave me that as the 
programme of the war at that time. This was in our first 
conversation.'* 

^Then Jeff. Davis was in the plot,** remarked 
Charlie, ** judging from that testimony.'' 

** There is no doubt at all that his blood-red hand 
was in the plot. Indeed, Judge Holt, Judge-Advo- 
cate-Greneral of the United States, in his report of 
the testimony in the hands of the Government, taken 
from detectives who entered the order, members who 
became alarmed on learning its objects, Kebel officials 
who made confessions after their arrest, and from 
its own constitutions, rules, and rituals, says, *It is* 
the boast of this order, in Indiana and elsewhere, 
that its ritual came direct from Jeff. Davis.' I may as 
well give you the leading points of Judge Holt's re- 
port.** Unde William presented portions of the 
report of the Judge-Advocate-General : — 

^The grand secret, treasonable association, now known 
to exist in a number of the Western States, first developed 
itself in 1862, about the time of the first draft, which it 
«med to obstruct and resist. It had various names, in dif- 
fiuent localities, but was generally known as the * Knights 
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of the Golden Circle.' In consequence of partial expo- 
sures, the order, in 1863, underwent some changes ; Ster- 
ling Price substituting for it, in Missouri, an organization 
called the * Corps de Belgique,' or ' Southern League,' his 
principal coadjutor being Charles L. Hunt, of St. Louis, 
then Belgian Consul at that city, whose exequatur was af- 
terwards revoked by the President, on account of his dis- 
loyal practices. Meanwhile, Yallandigham, P. C. Wright^ 
of New York, and others, instituted an order named the 
* Order of American Knights.' It is the boast of this 
order, in Lidiana and elsewhere, that its ritual came directly 
from Jeff. Davis, who is credibly stated to be a member of 
the order. In the course of time, Price merged his secret 
association in this one, which was intended to extend over 
the whole country. The secret signs and character of the 
order having become known to the Government, it became 
necessary to adopt a new name and organization ; and the 
title was finally fixed to be ' Order of the Sons of Liberty,' 
or < Knights of the Order of Sons of Liberty.' It has 
other local designations, as * Peace Organization,' ' Demo- 
cratic Invincible Club,' ^bc ; but these are outside names. 
It is believed, that the secret association in New York and 
some other Northern States, as the^M'Clellan Minute- 
Guard,' is a branch of the order, as its designs are the 
same. 

'* Smith, one of the heads of the order in Missouri, in 
his confession sajs, that, when he joined the order, its ob- 
ject was ' to aid and assist the Confederate Government, 
and endeavor to restore the Union as it was prior to this 
Rebellion.' He adds, * The order is hostile in every respect 
to the Greneral Government, and friendly to the so-called 
Confederate Government. It is exclusively made up of 
disloyal persons, of all Democrats who are desirousx^ so- 
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eoriDg the independence of the Confederate States, with a 
Tiew of restoring the Union as it was.* But its operations 
show dearly what its purposes were. . These included aid- 
ing soldiers to desert, and harboring and protecting desert- 
ers. Early in its history, the order sent agents into the 
camps to induce soldiers to desert with their arms, and 
entice as many of their companions as possible. Those 
who hesitated at desertion were furnished with lawyers 
who got them out of the army on legal quibbles. One 
Walpole, of Indianapolis, boasts that he has thus helped 
five hundred out of the service. Through the schemes of 
the order in Indiana, whole companies were broken up ; a 
large detachmeht of a battery company, for instance, de- 
serting on one occasion to the enemy, with two of its 
guns : and the camps were imbued with a spirit of discon- 
tent and dissatisfaction with the service. Some idea of 
the extent of its openitions may be inferred from the fact 
that twenty-six hundred deserters were returned to the 
army through the post at Indianapolis during the month of 
December, 1863, alone. As soon as arrests of these de- 
serters began to be made, disloyal judges issued writs of 
kabeat eorpui in order to secure their discharge. Not only 
this, officers sent to arrest deserters were attacked by 
members of the order. 

^ The order has systematically discouraged enlistments, 
and resisted the draft, io some parts of the West; seriously 
embarrassing the Government In 1862 and 1863, num- 
bers of enrolling-officers were shot in Indiana and Illinois. 
In Several counties, a large military force was necessary to 
protect the officers; and, in Blackford County, the Court- 
house was burnt, and the enrolment-papers destroyed. 
Another mode of opposition to the Government has been 
the drculation of treasonable newspapers and other publi> 
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cations. Communicating with and giving intelligence to 
the enemj has heen systematically pursued. Smith, Grand 
Secretary of the order in Missouri, says, in his confession, 
* Rebel spies, mail-carriers, and emissaries have been care- 
fully protected by this ord«?r ever since I have been a 
member.' It is sliown, in the testimony, to be customary 
in the Rebel service to employ^members of the order as 
spies, under the guise of soldiers furnished with furloughs 
to visit tlieir homes within our lines. On coming within 
the territory occupied by our forces, they are harbored, and 
supplied with information by the order. Another class of 
spies claim to be deserters from the enemy. Regular mail- 
communication has been kept up with the Rebel leaders by 
Vallandigham and other chiefs of the order. Women as 
well as men were employed in this service ; some of them 
of high social position, especially in Kentucky. * One of 
the special objects of the order,' says Smith, of Missouri, 
above quoted, ' was to place members in steamboats, ferry- 
boats, telegraph-offices, express-offices, department head- 
quarters, provost -marshal offices, and, in fact, in every 
position where they could do valuable service by espionage 
on Federal movements;' and he proceeds to specify certain 
members, who were employed at the express and telegraph 
offices in St. Louis. 

^ The order was regularly engaged in recruiting for the 
Rebel armies, and particularly in Kentucky and Missoori, 
and raised thousands of men for this purpose, who were 
duly sent South in a secret manner. Louisville was one 
of the depots. Large quantities of arms, ammunition, du^ 
were also smuggled through the lines to the Rebels. In 
this branch of operations, women played an important 
part. 

^ One grand 'purpose of the order was to co-operate 
VOL. III. 28 
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with the enemy m raids and invasions ; hut thb has heen 
frustrated hj Uie success of the Federal army and the 
vigilance of the Government, although the design has not 
ever yet heen given up, and is constantly discussed in the 
lodges. 

^The < temples' or Modges* of the order are numer- 
ously scattered through Indiana, Illinois, Ohic^ Missouri, and 
Kentucky; and to a less extent are found in Midngan and 
other Western States, in New York, Pennsylvania, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Mary- 
land, Delaware, and Tennessee. Dodd, the Grand Com- 
mander of Indiana, in an address last Fehruary, claimed, 
that, at the next annual meeting of the Supreme Council 
(in Fehruary, 1865), every State in the Union would he 
represented. The numbers of the order have been repre- 
sented at eight hundred thousand to one million ; but Val- 
landigham, in his speech last summer, at Dayton, Ohio, 
placed it at five hundred thousand, which is probably 
nearer the truth. It is the strongest in Ohio^ Indiana, 
UlincHS, and Kentucky. 

^The work of arming this great body of men began in 
1863, and haiB been busily prosecuted ever since. A gen- 
eral system of drilling has been secretly carried out In 
March last, the entire armed force ready for service was 
represented to be three hundred and forty thousand ; but 
this is probably an exaggeration. It is known, however, 
that large purchases of arms and ammunition have been 
made for the order. One member estimates, that, in March 
last, the order in Indiana possessed six thousand muskets 
and sixty thousand revolvers, besides private arms* Gen. 
Oarrington estimates, that, in February and March last, 
nearly thirty thousand guns and revolvers entered Indiana; 
and this estimate is based upon an actual inspec^on of in- 
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voices. This was prior to the Government prohibition of 
the introduction of arms into the North-wcsL Anns 
shipped to and ready for shipment to Indianapolis from 
New York, for distribution among the order, were seixed 
in large quantities hy the Government H. H. Dodd, the 
Grand Commander in Indiana, received an4 issued them. 
Hunt, the Grand Commander in Missouri, stated to a fel- 
low-member, before his arrest, that shells and all kinds of 
munitions of war, as well as infernal machines, were manu- 
factured for the order at Indianapolis; and the late dis- 
covery of such articles at Cincinnati, intended for the 
order, goes to verify this statement Still, the members 
of the order feel themselves very deficient in their arma- 
ment; and various schemes have been recommended for 
securing arms, — such as joining the militia in Missouri, 
in order to get Government muskets, and disarming the 
negro troops in Kentucky. The proof that the order has 
arms, and designs to establish a complete military oigani- 
zation, is overwhelming. 

^With guerillas, the order has always most readily 
acted along the border. The latter [guerillas], in cases of 
the capture, by the Union forces, of Northern members 
of the order engaged in co-operating with them, have 
frequently retaliated by seizing prominent Union citizens, 
and holding them as hostages for the release of their allies. 
At other timeSy our Government hat been ojffkiaUy notified 
by the Rehd anOhoritieej thai^ if the members of the order 
captured were not treated by us at ordinary prisoners of 
VKOTf retaliation would be resorted to, 

^ After what has been disclosed in regard to this infii- 
mous league of traitors and ruffians, it will not be a matter 
of surprise to learn that the cold-blooded assassination of 
Union citizens and soldiers has been included in their dev- 
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ilish scbcme of operations. Green B. Smith states, in his 
confession, that * the secret assassination of United*State8 
officers, soldiers, and Government employ^ has heen dis- 
cnssed in the counsels of the order, and recommended.' It . 
is also shown, in the course of the testimony, that, at a 
large meeting of the order in St. Louis, in May or June 
last, it was proposed to form a secret police of members 
of the order, for the purpose of patrolling the streets of 
r that dtjr at night, and killing eveiy detective and soldier 

that could be readily disposed of; that this proposition was 
coolly considered, and finally rejected, not because of its 
fiendish character, — no voice being raised against its crimi* 
nali^, — but because only it was deemed premature. At 
Louisville, in June last, a similar scheme was discussed 
among the order, for the waylaying and butchering of 
segro soldiers in the streets at night; and, in the same 
month, a party of its members in that city was actually 
oiganixed for the purpose of throwing off the track of the 
Nashville Railroad a train of colored troops, and seizing 
the opportunity to take the lives of as many as possible. 

^The opinion is expressed by CoL Sanderson, under 
date of June 12 last, that Uhe recent numerous cold- 
blooded assassinations of military officers and unconditional 
Union men throughout the military district of North Mis« 
sonri, especially along the western border/ is to be ascribed 
to the agency of the order. The witness. Pitman, repre- 
sents that it is ^ a part of the obligation or understanding 
t of the order' to kill officers and soldiers ^whenever it can 
h$ done by steaUk^ as well as loyal citizens when considered 
important or influential persons ; and she adds, that, while 
at Memphis during the past summer, she knew that men 
on picket were secretly killed by members of the order 
apim>aclung them in disguise.'' 
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**How fortunate, that the Government disoovered 
this wicked plot I "said Ella. 

•• Fortunate indeed," replied Uncle William. •* It 
prevented civil war in the loyal States. Such a com- 
bination would have been a powerful foe in the rear 
of our army ; and we have reason to bless God that 
it was discovered in season to save the country. Its 
leaders and members were as really fighting for the 
Southern Confederacy as were the traitors of South 
Carolina ; and they were equally guilty too. 

*^You see, therefore, why you could not have a 
complete history of the Bebellion, without learning 
so much about the doings of the friends of the Bebels 
in the North." 

**I see it," responded Charlie; ^and I shouldn't 
think that one of them could hold up his head before 
loyal men." 

^^EspcciaUy in the presence of soldiers," added 
Elk. 

^ Not much shame about them," said Marcus. 



• I 



t 

i 

J 
• ■ 

1 

• t 



4 

t • 

I 

I 

\ 
I 



870 mSTOBT OF THE BEBELUON, 



4 
I 

r 



xin, 

IfOBGAK'S FAMOUS RAID. 

"T SAID,'' continued Unde William, •'that I 

X meant to have narrated the incidents of Mor- 
gan's fiunous raid into Ohio and Indiana, as a part 
of a Bebel plan to force the North to adopt the 
measures of the *peace-parfy;' but I can give the 
narrative here as well." 

^ Gren. Morgan is dead, — is he not ? " said Clara. 

^ He is, as we shall see in the sequel. He was a 
great nuder, and a brave man. You remember that 
X spoke of him on a former occasion, and gave you 
some points of interest in his career. 

^ Well, he resolved to cross the Ohio Biver into 
the Free States. It was a bold push, and he was the 
man for just such daring movements. He left Spar- 
ta, Tenn., on the twen^-seventh daj of June, crossed 
the Cumberland Biver, near Burkesville, on the 
second day of Julj, with two thousand men and four 
pieces of artilleij. 

^ Morgan's movements had been watched hj Fed- 
eral ofBcers ; and the Second and Seventh Ohio cav- 
aby, and the For^-fifth Ohio mounted infantry, were 
at Jamestown to meet the invaders. A detachment 
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from these regiments^ under Capt. Carter, was sent 
forward to Columbia, where it encountered Mor- 
gan's command, that had just crossed the river. 
An engagement ensued, in which Capt. Carter was 
mortally wounded, and his force driven back. A re- 
enforcement despiUched to his assistance was obliged 
to retreat. 

**Gen. Carter, in command at Somerset, Ky., 
was informed of the state of things ; and, fix>m that 
time, the vigorous pursuit of Morgan commenced. 
At Columbia, Morgan's men 'plundered the stores, 
and committed various depredations, notwithstand- 
ing their commander protested against it. 

** They hastened- forward to New Market, Kj. ; 
arriving there July 4th, where a Union force was 
stationed. Gen. Morgan sent in a flag of truce, and 
demanded the surrender of the place, to which the 
gallant colonel in command replied, * If it were any 
other day, I might consider the demand; but the 4th 
of July is a bad day to talk about surrender, and 
I must therefore decline.' 

** A battle ensued, in which the Federal garrison 
came out triumphant. With a much smaller force 
of effective men than Gen. Morgan had, the raiders 
were repulsed, and several of their best ofBcers 
killed. 

. ** On the next day, they attacked Lebanon, where 
CoL Hanson commanded, with a small force of less 
than four hundred men. For a time. Col. Hanson 
kept the enemy at bay, hoping that re-enforoementa 
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would arrive ; but finally be was obliged to surren- 
der. 

^ In this engagement, a younger brother of Gen* 
Morgan, known in the command as * Tommy Mor- 
gan/ was killed. (Gen. Morgan had two brothers in 
his command.) He was a brave soldier ; and he rode 
forward in the thickest of the fight, when a Union'' 
bullet pierced his heart He called to one of his 
brothers, as he fell from his horse, saying, * Brother 
Cally, they have killed me.' 

^ After Col. Hanson had surrendered, the work of 
plunder went on until all the stores were sacked, 
and about twenty buildings burned. Articles were 
taken that were of no earthly use to the raiders, such 
as costly silks ; and, when entreated not to take arti- 
cles of no use to them, they answered, *\Ve want 
them to give as presents to our Indiana cousins, 
whither we are going.' 

^ The pursuing Federals did not learn any thing 
about Morgan's command, until they reached Brod- 
fordville, fiye hours' ride fix>m Lebanon. Here they 
learned that Morgan had captured Lebanon, and 
thither they turned their horses. Morgan left before 
our forces arrived. 

. ^Springfield was the next place visited by the 
raiders, twelve miles distant from Lebanon; and 
there they paroled their prisoners taken at Lebanon. 
From these prisoners, it was ascertained that Morgan 
compelled them to march at double-quick to diat 
place; and, if any one of them exhibited signs of giv- 
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• 

ing out» he was notified that he could be left behind 
only a dead man. One sergeant did give out, when 
he was beaten to death with tlie butt of a musket. 
The prisoners were robbed of all money and valuables 
before tliey were paroled* 

^ At Bargetowui Morgan captured the mail-train 
on the Louisville and Nashville Kailroad, robbed 
all the passengers, and captured and paroled aboat 
twenty soldiers who were on the train. 

^ On the 9th of July, the Union force, having been 
augmented by the addition of a brigade under (jcn. 
Hobson, reached Bi*andenburgh, where the rear of 
the raiding army was seen on tlie other side of the 
Ohio River. The raiders had entered a free Stsitc. 
The * Home Guards,' at Brandenburgh, fought them 
bravely. All the stores of this place were sacked, 
and the Sebels took a large number of horses. By 
capturing horses as they went, they were able to keep 
ahead of their pursuers by exchanging their jadod 
animals for fresh ones. 

**At three o'clock on the morning of July 10, 
tEe Union pursuers were across the river, ready to 
chase the foe on free soil. They reached Corydon, 
where they found that the * Home Guard ' had made 
a stand, and fought Morgan's men four hours ; killing 
two, and wounding seven. Fifteen of the *Home 
Guard' were killed and wounded. A Mr. Glenn 
was shot, and his house burnt, because he fired upon 
the Bebels from his windows, — killing one of their 
number' by the name of Bobinson. Here^ again. 
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they plundered all the stores, and threatened to bum 
three mills near bj unless three thousand dollars 
were raised for them in fifteen minutes. The monej 
wa3 raised. Thej took great delight in tearing up 
all the Ameriean flags they could find, and tying tlie 
pieces to the tails of mules which they found in the 
streets* 

^At Salem they robbed the stores and houses, 
and exacted another three thousand dollars for three 
mills. At Vernon, Morgan sent to CoL Lowe, 
who commanded two thousand militia assembled 
there, demanding him to surrender the place* 

^ Come, and take it,** was Col* Lowe's reply* 

** Morgan then notified him to remove all the 
women and children, as he was going to fight* Col* 
Lowe removed them* Morgan surrounded the town, 
burned the bridges, and then, instead of fighting, 
galloped away to Dupont*** 

**That was strategy,** remarked Charlie* 

** Shrewd enough,** said Marcus* 

** Yes : it was a sort of strategy* Col* Lowe was 
completely deceived by his movements* The Bebel 
. chieftain knew better than to offer battle, with his 
pursuers so near at hand* 
j ^ At Versailles, Morgan robbed the County Treas- 

urer oi five thousand dollars; adding, as he took 
his leave, *I am sorry for the poverty of the 
county*' 

^'Thus rapidly, from town to town, the raiders 
travelled ; until, on the night of July 13 ^^ th^ nearly 
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surrounded the city of Cmcinnatiy causing great 
consternation there. Thej tarried, howeyer, only 
for the night, 

^ After this 9 Morgan's command divided, and took 
different routes; designing, evidently, to come to- 
gether at a given point, — Buffington Island, — to 
recross the river. At Jackson, Jasper, and Lines- 
ville, the citizens barricaded the roads, and thus 
detained the enemy so as to afford the pursuers con- 
siderable advantage* 

^ On the 19th, Gen. Hobson overtook the Rebels, 
and opened upon them near Buffington Island. 
They had encamped about two miles from the cross- 
ing in the river; and here the command of 6en* 
Judah on one side, and Gen. Hobson on the other, 
and a gunboat on the river, opened upon them with 
great vigor. They were completely surrounded, and 
resistance was vain. The whole force, numbering 
more than eight hundred men, surrendered. 

" Other squads of the raiders sought to cross the 
river at other pomts, and many of them were cap- 
tured. A few only succeeded in escaping." 

" Was Gen. Morgan taken ? ^ inquired Marcus. 

"Not with the batch of prisoners just named* 
He forsook his command, and fled with a small 
squad of men, hoping to get safely across the river. 
But the Union forces surrounded him at West Point, 
about midway between New Lisbon and Mdlsvilloy 
and he surrendered." 

' *'How many of Morgan's men were captured ?• 
asked Ella. 
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** About seventeen hundred in all ; and, of the re- 
maining three hundred, the larger part were killed. 
Thus ended the celebrated Morgan Baid ; a greater 
failure in the raiding line than has ever occurred on 
the Union side.** 

^ Well, Gen. Morgan escaped from prison, — did 
he not?** said Charlie. 

^He did. He was confined in the Ohio Peniten- 
daiy, from which he made his escape on the twenty- 
seventh day of November following his capture." 

^ How did he escape ? ** inquired Ella. 

^By digging through a granite wall six feet diick, 
and then tunnelling up through the earth to the light 
of day. It was supposed, that he had some outside 
aid ; but Morgan and his companions denied it.'' 

** Was nothing done in North Carolina during the 
time of which you have been speaking?'* said Charlie. 

** Nothing of special importance. In April, the 
Bebels invested Washington, in that State, where a 
Union garrison of two thousand soldiers were taking 
their ease. Gen. Foster himself was there at the 
time ; and ^e.succeeded in getting away, successfully 
running the gauntlet of Bebol batteries, and reach- 
ing Newbem, where he organized an expedition to 
go to the relief of the garrison. Just as he was 
ready to start, the news came that the Rebels had 
suddenly raised the siege and left. 

**In May, an expedition captured the Rebel garri- 
son at Gum Swamp, — one hundred and sixty-five 
men; and, in July, the communication between 
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Bichmond and Wilmington was cut by destroying 
the costly railroad-bridge over Tar Eivcr at Bocliy 
Mount. The bridge was over four hundred feet 
long, and the loss of it was seriously felt throughout 
the Confederacy. This expedition destroyed, also, 
one of the finest mills in the South for the manufac- 
ture of army-clothy and five hundred bales of cotton, 
together with a Sebel supply-train, and an ammuni- 
tion-train of thirty cars. 

^ At the same time that the expedition started to 
Bocky Mount, a column of Union soldiers marched 
to Tarboro', where they destroyed two Bebel steamers, 
the fi-ame-^ork of an iron-clad, a number of iron 
rams, four cannon, a large building one hundred and 
fifty feet long filled with commissary stores, com, 
rice, sugar, &c., another building of the same size 
filled with quartermaster's stores, wagons, harnesses, 
camp-equipage, &c., six hundred bales of cotton, and 
the depot. It was estimated tliat this expedition 
destroyed Rebel* property to the amount of five mil- 
lion dollars. 

** The noted siege of Suffolk occurred in the spring 
of '63 ; and the Bebel army that invested Washington, 
N.C., raised the siege in order to re-enforce Long- 
street at Suffolk. After a siege of weeks> however, 
and a loss of fifteen hundred men, the Bebels raised 
it. Our loss was only forty-four killed, two hundred 
and two wounded, and fourteen missmg. We cap- 
tured two hundred prisoners and five guns during 
the siege. 
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^ In October 9 Gen. Wistar was sent with a small 
force to break up a Bebel party known as the * Con- 
federate Volunteer Coast-Guard/ in Matthew Coun- 
tjf Va. These men were engaged in smuggling 
goods across the Chesapeake from Maryland and the 
eastern shore. Most of them were absent at the 
time ; but the expedition captured one hundred and 
fifty boats and schooners, and eighty head of cattle. 
In all of these expedidons, the navy rendered essen- 
tial aid. 

^ These were all the important demonstrations in^ 
that department during the period of which I have 
spoken. But there were operations on the Mississippi, 
after the fall of Vicksburg and Port Hudson » which 
I have not narrated.^ 
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OK THE MTSflTSSTPTI, 

"■ W"^ *'^ ^"- ^^^* ** Vicksburg «fter the 
▼ Y capture of Yazoo City, and the possession 
of Jackson for the second time. Now that the Mis- 
sissippi River was open, other points of interest at- 
4ractcd his attention. He fitted out snudl expeditions 
against Canton, Pontotoc, Grenada, and Natchez, 
Miss. ; and he accomplished his purpose in each of 
them. 

^At Grenada, he destroyed a hirge amount of 
rolling-stock that was of great service to the Con« 
fedcracj. Gen. Ransom also captured a herd of 
about five thousand Texan cattle near Natchez. This 
was a valuable addition to the commissary depart- 
ment of the Federal army." 

** Was there no rest for the army after the siege of 
Yicksburg?" inquired Ella. 

^ Yes : Gen. Grant allowed his army time to rest. 
Only small portions of his command were sent on 
die expeditions named. After suitiAle time for 
restoring the exhausted energies of the army had 
elapsed, he sent a strong force under Gen. Steele to 
^dena, Ark., to co-operate with Gen. Schofield in 
the capture of Little Rock. At the same time, ho 
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re-enforced Gen. Banks at New Orleans, that he might 
be enabled to make certain demonstrations on the 
Texan coast. 

"After being re-enforced by Gen. Grant, Gen. 
Banks fitted out an expedition for Texas, under 
Major-Gen. Dana. . Gen. Banks and staff accompa- 
nied it. On the last daj of October, this expedition 
encountered a heavy gale, which scattered the fleet ; 
and one steamer and two schooners went down in the 
storm. No lives were lost. 

** A. small boat was picked up, after the gale, con- 
taining two deserters from the Sebel army. They 
had been out over forty hours without foo<} or drink, 
and were so exhausted by cold and hunger that they 
were helpless. They proved a providential acquisi- 
tion to our force, since they possessed important 
knowledge respecting the strength and position of 
the enemy. 

** These deserters informed the commanding gen- 
eral, that revolvers and powder were manufactured 
in large quantities at New Brownsville^ and that 
the former sold for two hundred and fifty dollars each 
in Confederate money. 

" As the fleet reached the mouth of the Rio Grande, 
a single beacon-light was seen to flash up from the 
distant shore. Immediately this was followed by 
lights bursting from every hiU-top for many miles in 
the distance, signalling to the Bebels, far and near, 
the coming of the * Yankee fleet.' This method of 
spreading the tidings was after the manner of Scot- 
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tish clans in feudal days, when they lighted fires on 
the hiUsy to call the clans together to meet an ap- 
proaching foe.** 

^I read about that not along ago," said Ella ; **and 
I thought it was a capital device." 

" It was indeed," responded Uncle William. ** It 
took but five minutes, in that way, to signal the 
coming of the * Yankees ' to all Texas." 

^ I suppose they knew, many days before, that the 
expedition was on its way," said Charlie. 

^Of course. Probably they knew that such an 
^expedition was to be made when it was preparing. 
The Rebel Gen. Magruder, who commanded in that 
department, issued an address to the * Planters of the 
Coast Coimties,' as soon as he heard of the approach 
of the Yankees ; and he exhorted them to stand by 
their country, and die rather than give it up. He 
told them that the * Yankees ' had brought from five 
to ten thousand rifles with them to arm the slaves, 
and set them to butchering their masters and fiuni- 
Kes." 

**He knew better than that," interrupted Charlie. 

" Of course, he did," said Ella. 

"He had an object in view," continued Uncle Wil- 
liam, — "to arouse the Texans to make a bold and 
fearless stand against the Union army. He told 
them to destroy all kinds of property that could not 
be sent into the interior, leaving nothing but the soil 
for the invaders to molest. It was this address, 

VOL. III. 2i 
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probablj, that fired the hearts of Rebel Texons to 
bum and devastate as they fled before our armj. 

**No resistance was offered to the landing of our 
forces. Indeed no people were seen, as the Federal 
soldiers advanced to Boca Chica, and took posses- 
sion of the Pass. The ruins of several buildings 
which had been burned, doubtless, to prevent their 
falling into Union hands, were discovered. Several 
weUs were seen, around which stood half-starved 
cattle waiting for some friendly comer to draw them 
water.** 

^ And so loyal hands drew Rebel water for Rebel 
cattle,** remarked Charlie. 

^^ Before aU the command were landed, one of the 
schooners drifted from the channel, and struck on 
the bar of Brazos Santiago. A boat's crew were 
upset in going to her relief; and were two hours in 
the water, clinging to the boat, before they were 
rescued. 

** All being landed, the army was ready for action. 
Just then news came that the Rebel garrison at 
Fort Brown had fled, after burning all the Govern* 
ment buildings. About the same time, also, a 
squad of Rebel cavalry dashed into Brownsville, and 
commenced firing the buildings, so as to leave it a 
waste and desolation when the Union army arrived. 
But there were loyal men in that town, and they 
rallied to defend it. The result was a battle between 
the citizens and the Rebel cavalry, which lasted all 
the afternoon. 'While it was raging, the loyal men 
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despatched a messenger to the commander of the Fed* 
end armj for help. The Fifteenth Mune marched 
at once to their assistance. 

^ We leave this expedition in possession of the Bio 
Grande country, and simplj add, that Gen. Wash- 
bum was sent with his conmiand to capture Fort 
Esperanza, in Texas; which he did, in fine style, 
about the first of December. All the garrison fled 
at his approach, except six. He captured ten guns, 
ran^ng firom twentj-four to one hundred and twenty- 
four pounders. 

* ^ Were not Gen. Banks's forces repulsed at Sabine 
Eiver?** inquired Charlie. 

** Yes : I should haye spoken of his repulse before. 
Gten. Banks sent Gen. Franklin to occupy the mouth 
of the Sabine River ; and he reached the entrance to 
the harbor on the eighth day of September, when the 
gunboats engaged the Rebel batteries. After a sharp 
contest for several hours, two of the gunboats were 
disabled and forced to surrender; whereupon the 
others retreated, and returned to Brashaer City. 
The expedition was a failure. The officers and 
crews of the gunboats were captured, and we lost 
about thirty men besides. 

^ Wherever the negroes were found, they appeared 
to be expecting deliverance. They welcomed our 
forces in the most enthusiastic manner, and seemed 
to understand the nature of the great struggle that 
cost so much blood and treasure. 

/**Bress de Lord for his mercy I ' exclaimed a 
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colored preacher to his sable congregation. ^Oh, gib 
tanks to de good Lord, brudd'rin I Dis mighty de- 
liberance is done come yer at last ; and de paff ob 
de poo' slabe am made straight ; an' we'm marchin' 
out ob de wilderness. De Lord bress dese Yankee 
sojers I "May de angel ob de Lord march 'long side 
ob dem, with his flamin' sword I O poo' culled 
bmdd'rin an' sistem I nebber turn you' back on de 
Ldnkum sojers I Bun an' do all de errands fiir dem ; 
gib dem to shar' whatsomebber you'm got fur to 
eat an' to drink ; nuss dem when de/m done sick ; 
pray for dem ebbery day an' night, my poo' bmd- 
d'rin and sistem. After all, you isn't able to pay 
half ob de debt you'm owin' dem. Oh I you'm got 
a debt owin' to dese Yankee sojers all you libes. 
I>ey is done fetched de blessin's ob liberty to you an* 
to me, poo' darkeys. I is willin' to wu'k fur dem ; 
I is urillin' to nuss dem. I is wantin' to pray to de 
Lord, all de time, dat he will stan' by de Yankees, 
and gib dem de victory. I is willin' to die fiir dese 
sojers yer. Bress de Lord I we'm all willin' an' 
ready to lie down an' die fur Ab'm Linkum an' his 
sojers, dat gib us our bressed freedom to worsh'p in 
dis yer house ob de Lord, after we'm work'd in de 
house ob bondage all our days an' y'ars befo' I '" 

^'Not a bad sermon for a slave," remarked Giar- 
lie. 

^'Good thoughts, good feelings, and good inten- 
tions pervaded it," answered Uncle William, ^ what- 
ever may be said of the language that clothed them. 
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It is one of the marvels of the war, that the colored 
population of the South had so correct ideas of the 
contest, and that thej have behaved themselves so 
well.'' 

** Uncle William continued, *Such was the state 
of things when bur armies went into winter quarters. 
The winter season is not favorable to military opera- 
tions : hence little was done to crush the Rebellion 
in the winter of '63 and '64. The Rebel army was 
equally inacrive* 

^Dissatisfied with die disasters which Bragg ex- 
perienced, the Confederate Grovemment superseded 
him by the appointment of Hardee to his command 
about the first of December* Hardee, however, 
succeeded no better than Bragg; and, before the 
month elapsed, he was superseded by Gen. Joseph 
Johnston. 

^ Gren. Grant's captures up to this time amounted 
to four hundred and seventy-two cannon and ninety 
thousand prisoners. 

**When Congress assembled, they passed a vote of 
thanks to Gen. Grant; and the President thanked 
him also, in behalf of a grateful nation. 

**Gen. Averill performed quite a successful raid 
into the enemy's country during the month of De- 
cember ; and the President issued a Proclamation of 
Amnesty. 

**In January, 1864, little occurred to create ex- 
citement, except the discovery of six million dollars 
in Confederate bonds printed in New York for the 
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I 

I 

j Confederate GoTemment ; and the acceptance of the 

I Mexican throne by Maximilian. 

1 "In February 9 the President called for five hun- 

j dred thousand more troops ; and in March, for two 

j hundred thousand.** 

j " Those, added to the call for three hundred thous- 

i and in October," said Charlie, ^ make just a million. 

j What an army P 

I "A large army indeed I And the people re- 

I sponded nobly to the call, resolved to make it a 

year of victories. 

**In this month also, the Bebels made a raid upon 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and damaged it to 
the amount of one million dollars. They also at- 
tacked Newbem, N.C., but were repulsed. They 
succeeded, however, in destroying the gunboat * Un- 
• derwriter.* 

**0n the 7th of February, a Federal expedition 
entered Jacksonville, Fla., and captured one hun- 
dred prisoners and eight cannon. The force then 
advanced into the interior, capturing property to 
the amount of one million five hundred thousand 
dollars ; but finally was repulsed. At Ocean Pond, 
for^-five miles from Jacksonville, the enemy was 
met in force, and a severe battle ensued. Our army 
was obliged to fall back to Jacksonville. 

** Gen. Sherman, too, made a brilliant foray into 
the South-west with forty or fifty thousand troops, . 
marching in three separate columns into Alabama 
and Mississippi. He destroyed over two million 
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bushels of com, and captured fifteen hundred mules 
and horses, and over four thousand prisoners. Eight 
thousand negroes, also, came into his lines. This was 
a heavy disaster to the Bebel cause in the South- 
west. 

•* On the twenty-fifth day of February, the rank 
of Licutenant-General was conferred upon Gen. 
Grant, to the satisfaction of the whole country ; and 
he assumed command of all the armies of the United 
States on the seventeenth day of March. Then be- 
gan that remarkable campaign of his which resulted, 
after a whole year of bloody strife, sufierings, and 
hardships, in the overthrow of the Rebel army. We 
shall see hereafter the course of his triumphs. 

^In March, Gen. Kilpatrick made another of his 
spirited raids near Richmond, terrifying the people of 
that doomed city beyond measure; and, at Mount 
Elba and Longview, in Arkansas, Col. Clayton cap- 
tured three hundred and twenty prisoners, three 
hundred horses, and forty wagons laden with sup- 
plies. He also, in the battles, killed and wounded 
two hundred Rebels. 

*^Thus stood afiairs at the dose of the winter 
months, and the opening of the spring campaign of 
1864. And I shall close our interview by speaking 
of one of the most harrowing scenes of the war, 
which opened the Rebel programme of that eventful 
spring. I refer to the capture of Fort Pillow, and 
the dreadful massacre there.** 

^ I remember it," said Ella. 
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So do I,** added Charlie ; ^ and it was barbar- 






OUB. 

^ Worthy of traitors,'' continued Uncle William ; 
"another proof still of the cruel spirit that slavery 
nurses. But the histoiy will speak for itself." 
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XV. 

PORT PILLOW. 

••/^N the last week of March, 1864, the Ecbds 
yj under Gen. Forrest, who is a fit companion 
of Quantrell, the guerilla chieftain, commenced their 
invasion of Kentucky. Their first attack was upon 
Union City, Tenn. The post was occupied by a 
force of about five hundred men, under Col. Haw* 
kins, of the Seventh Tennessee Union Cavalry. 
Forrest's command numbered six thousand men, so 
tliat the odds in the fight was. greatly to the disad* 
vantage of the Union garrison. However, they re- 
pulsed the Rebels several times.** 

**TIiat was noble," said Charlie. **Five hundred 
against six thousand I " 

^ It was, surely. But Col. Hawkins finally sur- 
rendered, although nearly all of his officers opposed 
surrender. He was very much blamed for his 
course. 

**0n the next day, Forrest attacked Paducah, 

which was garrisoned with six hundred and fifty-five 

troops, under Col. Hicks. Several Federal gunboats 

also afforded assistance. Our force retired into Fort 

Anderson, and there met the foe, who attacked tho 

post with great vehemence, but fiuled to capture it. 
^oi.. iit. 25 
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The Bebel general then sent a demand for uncondi* 
tional surrender to Col. Hieks, accompanying it 
with these words: *If you surrender, you will be 
treated as prisoners of war ; but, if I have to storm 
your works, you may expect no quarter/ 

** Col. Hicks replied, * I have been placed here by 
my Government to defend the place, and I shall do 
it/ 

"After this, during the day, the Bebels made three 
unsuccessful assaults, in the last of which tlieir fa- 
mous Gen. Thompson was killed. They concluded 
that further efforts to capture the fort were vain; 
and on tlie next morning they retired, with a loss of 
three hundred killed, and from one thousand to fifteen 
hundred wounded.^ 

**How much was our loss?" asked Marcus. 

"Only fourteen killed, and forty-six wounded. 
The Kebels acted very cowardly here. For, when 
the attack was made upon the fort, the Federal 
officers directed the women and children to go down 
to the river, to be carried over beyond danger. 
Before they reached the river, the Rebel sharp- 
sliooters mingled with them, and, shielded by their 
presence, commenced firing upon our gunboats. 
The gunboats could not return the fire because they 
would kill the women and children.** 

" How cowardly I ** exclaimed Charlie. 
* "But that was not all, nor the worst. Tliey even 
placed women in front of their lines as they moved 
on the fort, thus compelling our soldiers to withhold 
their fire lest they should shoot down- the females. 
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" On the twelfth daj of April, ttie enemy reached 
Fort. Pillow, and drove in the pickets. The fighting 
very soon became general ; and Major Booth, who 
commanded the fort, was killed about nine o'clock. 
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•*How large was the garrison at Fort Pillow?'* 
inquired Charlie. 

** Nineteen officers, and five hundred and thir^* 
eight enlisted men, of whom two hundred and sixty* 
two were colored troops. The fort was situated on 
a high blufi*, which descended precipitately to the 
river's edge ; the side of the bluff on the river side 
being coyered with trees, bushes, and fallen timber. 
Extending back from the river, on each side of 
the fort, was a ravine or hollow ; the one below the 
fort containing several private stores and some dwell* 
ings, constituting what was called the town. At the 
mouth of the ravine, and on the river bank, were 
some Government buildings containing commUsary 
and quartermaster's stores. The ravine above tho 
fort was known as Cold-Creek Ravine, the sides be- 
ing covered with trees and bushes. To the right, or 
below and a little to the front of the fort, was a level 
piece of ground, not quite so elevated as the fort 
itself, on which had been erected some log huts or 
shanties, which were occupied by the white troops, 
and also used for hospital and other purposes. 
Within the fort, tents had been erected, with board 
floors, for the use of the colored troops. There 
were six pieces of artillery in the fort, consisting 
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of two six-pounders, t\vo twelvc-poundcr howitzers, 
and two ten-|K>undcr Parrotts. 

^From morning until past three o'clock, p.m., the 
battle raged ; and our little garrison fought so well 
that the enemy gained no advantage whatever. One 
of our gunboats was on the riveri and took part jn 
the fight. 

^ Seeing that they made no progress, the Bebels, 
as usual, resorted to a shameful fleception in order 
to move into a more favorable position. They sent 
forward a flag of truce to Major Bnidford, and de- 
manded unconditional surrender. They knew that 
Major Bradford would not surrender. The manly, 
brave stand which he had made with his command 
through the day, was proof of it. But it would afford 
them time and opportunity to do the cowardly thing 
at whidi they were aiming. While this consultation 
was going on under a flag of truce, the Rebels em- 
ployed the time in moving into a better position for 
charging upon the fort. This was an act of treach- 
ery of which any soldier should be ashamed. When 
Forrest received M.ajor Bradford's reply, * / shall 
not 9urraider^^ he was prepared, by the more fa- 
vorable position of his troops, to make a desperate 
assault; and his men rushed forward like so many 
demons, yelling, * No quarter, no quarter ! ' 

^ Their assault was so sudden and violent, that the 
fort was captured ; and tlie enemy rushed upon our 
soldiers, shooting, hacking, and cutting, without 
mercy. Our men threw down their arms at once» 
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and surrendered unconditionallj. Thej saw that 
resistance was vain, and in good faitii they yielded 
to their conquerors. 

** The Rebels, however, did not regard the act of 
surrender at all. They tell to butchering our troops 
in the most biiital manner, frequently crying out, 
* Kill 'em all I Kill 'em I Forrest says, Give no 
quarter 1 ' 

**They especially vented their savage spite upon 
the negroes, shooting them down, and clubbing them 
to death, in a manner that chills the blood to con- 
template. Until darkness covered the scene, they 
continued the work of death, hunting the poor crea- 
tures, who had fled in every direction to hide them- 
selves from the fiendish cruelty of their captors. 

'^The next morning, witli relentless passion, they 
renewed the barbarity, and completed the chapter of 
horrors. They even entered the hospitals, shot some 
of tlie patients, and beat others to death with the 
butt-ends of their guns. They robbed all of money 
and eveiy article of value, and burned some of the 
buildings with the dead and wounded in them. Yea, 
they even nailed men to tlie sides of buildings which 
they then set on fire, and the bodies were consumed 
in the flames.'' 

** How do you know that the Rebels massacred our 
men in this way ? " inquired Charlie. 

** We know it by the testimony of survivors, and 
also by an investigation made by a committee ap- 
I>ointed by Congress. The wounded, too, who were 
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taken to our hospitok, were terribly mangled, as the 
surgeons testified. I will read some of the state- 
ments by reliable witnesses, as reported by the Con- 
gressional Committee. Daniel Tyler, one of the 
colored troops, testified as follows: — 



** Q. Were you in Fort Pillow at the time it was cap- 
tured by the Rebels? 

** A. Yes, sir. 

** Q. When were you wounded ? 

^ A. I was wounded ader we all surrendered ; not be- 
! 1 fore. 

«Q. At what time? 

^ A. They shot me when we came up the hill from down 
J by the river. 

** Q. Why did you go up the hill ? * 

^ A. They called me up. 

^ Q. Did you see who shot you ? 

** A. Yes, sir : I did not know him. 

<<Q. One of the Rebels? 

**A. Yes, sir. 

** Q. How near was he to you ? 
! 1 ** A. I was right at him : I had my hand on the end of 

I I his gun. 

** Q. What did he say to you ? 
! I ^A. He 6aid, * Whose gun are you holding?' I said, 

'Nobod/s.' He said, with an oath, 'I will shoot you;' 
and then he shot me. I let go, and then another one 
shot me. 

^ Q. Were many shot at the same time ? 

** A. Yes, sir : lots of them ; Ijring all round like hogs. 

^ Q. Did you see anybody buried alive ? 

^ A. Nobody but me. 
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** Q. Were you buried alive ? 

^ A. Yes, 8ir: they thought they had killed me* I lay 
there till about sundown, when they threw us in a hollow, 
and commenced throwing dirt on us. 

** Q. Did you say any thing? 

*^ A» No, sir : I did not want to speak to them. I knew 
if I said any thing they would kill me. They covered mo 
up in a hole. They covered me up all but one side of my 
head. I heard them say tliey ought not to bury a man 
\Yho was alive. I commenced working the dirt away, and 
one of the secesh made a young one dig me out." 

** That was worse than shooting them downy** said 
Marcus, 

*^WeIl, we will go on with the testimony, and put 
it all together, before we stop to discuss it. The 
same witness proceeded: — 

" Q- How did you lose your eye ? 

^ A. Thoy knocked me down with a carbine, and then 

they jabbed it out 

** Q. "Was that before you were shot? • 

** A. Yes, sir. 

** Q. Aflcr you had ^rrendered ? 

^A. Yes, sir: I was going up the hill; a man came 

down and met me ; he had his gun in his hand, and whirled 

it around and knocked me down, and then took the end of 

his carbine, and jabbed it in my eye, and shot me. 

** !Major Williams's testimony was as follows, on a 
particular point : — 

^ Q. Did you see any buildings burned? 

^ A. I staid in the woods all day Wednesday. I was 
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tliere Thnraday, and looked at the buildings. I saw a great 
dfsal led that they did not have a chance to burn up. I 
saw a white man burned up who was nailed up against tlie 
bouse. 

** Q. A private, or an officer? 

^ An officer. I think it was a lieutenant in the Tennes- 
see Cavalry. 

^ Q. How was he.nailed ? 

^ A. Through his liands and feet right against the house. 

** Q. Was his body burned ? 

** A. Yes, sir: burned all over: I looked at him good. 

«* Q. When did you sec tliat ? 

'^ A. On the Thursday afler the battle. 

•"Eli Carlton testified : — 



^ Q. Were you at Fort PiUow at the time it was taken ? 
**A. Yes, sir. 

^ Q. State what happened there. 
*t ^A. I saw twenty-three men shot after they surren- 

dered. I made twenty-four: seventeen of them lay right 
' i around me dead, and six below me. 

' i •• Q. Who shot them ? 

: ] ^ A. The Rebels : some white men were killed. 

^ Q. How many white men were killed ? 
J ** A. Tliree or four. 

j j •* Q. Killed by the privates ? 

t ; '^ A. Yes, sir : I did not see any officers kill any. 

I ' ^ Q. Were the white men officers, or privates ? 

**A. Privates. 

I 4 

t ' '^ Q. Were the men who shot you near to you ? 

I ' *^ A. Yes, sir: ten or fideen steps off. 

*^ Q. Were you shot with a musket, or a pistol? 

''A* With a musket. I was shot once on the battle- 
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field before we surrendered. Thej took me down to a 
little hospital under the hilL I was in the hos{Mtal when 
they shot me a second time. Some of our privates com* 
menced talking. They [the Rebels] said, ' Do you iighf 
with these niggers ? ' They said, ' Yes.' Then they said, 
with a great oath, ' We'll shoot you.' And they shot one 
of them right down. They said, * I would not kill you ; but 
you fight with these niggers, and well kill you : ' and they 
blew his brains out Tliey then went around, and counted 
them up. I lay there, and made eighteen who were there ; 
and there were six more men below me. I saw them stick 
a bayonet in the small part of the belly of one of our boys, 
and break it right off: he had one shot then. 

** Q. Did you see any buildings btimed up? 

** A. Yes, sir : most all were burned up. 

^ Q. Were any persons in them when they wefe burned ? 

^ A. I heard so. I went to the quarters, and staid about 
a house there. One of the Rebels told me that he should 
take me out the next morning, and kill me. He went out, 
and I slipped out into the bushes, and laid there until the 
gunboat came. I saw them take the quartermaster: they 
said, ' Here b one of their men ; let us take him up, and fix 
him.' A white man told me the next day that they burned 
hinu 

^ The testimony of Jacob Thompson was, — 

«Q. Who shot you? 
" A. A private. 
"Q. What did he say? 
** A. He. said, *I will shoot you, old friend.' 
^ Q. Did you see any one else shot ? 
^ A. Yes, sir: they just called them out like dogs, and 
shot' them down. I reckon they shot about fiAy, white and 
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black, right there They nailed some black Borgoants to 
the logs, and set the logs on fire* 

^ Q. When did you see that ? 

^ A* When I. went there in the morning, I aavr them: 
they were burning all together. 

**' Q. Did they kill them before they burned them. 

^ A. Noy sir : they nailed them to the logs ; drove the 
nails right through their hands. 

** Q. How many did you see in that condition ? 

^ A. Some four or ^yq : I saw two white men burned. 

^ Q. Was there any one else there who saw that? 

^ A. I reckon there was : I could not tell who. 

^ Q. When was it that you saw them ? 

^A. I saw them in tlie morning ailer the fight: some 
of them were burned almoist in two. ^ 

^ Q. Did you notice how they were nailed ? 

^ A. I saw one nailed to the side of a house : he looked 
like he was nailed right through hb wrist. I was trying 
then to get to the boat when I saw it. 

^ Q. Did you see them kill any white men ? 

'^A. They killed some eight or nine there. I reckon 
they killed more than twenty after it was all over : called 
them out from under the hill, and shot them down. They 
would call out a white man, and shoot him down ; do it just 
as fast as they could make their guns go off. 

^ Q. Did you see any Bebel oflicers about there when 
this was going on ? 

^ A. Yes, sir: old Forr^t was one. 

# 

" TVoodford Cooksey testified : — 

'^^l saw one of them shoot a black fellow in the head 
with three buckshot and a musket-balL The man held up 
bis head ; and then the fellow took his pistol, and fired that 
at his head*' — 
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*M. J. Mays testified)—- 

^'I was shot in the charge on the fort The j^ace 
WAS then taken. I would not have fallen then ; but our 
men, aAer surrendering, found no quarter, and they flew 
down the bluff, and ran over me and kept me down for 
some time, until I bled so that I could not get up. I saw 
them shoot a great many after they sun*endered. I saw them 
shoot four white men, and at least twenty-five blacks, some 
of them within twenty feet of me, while they were begging 
for quarter. They pulled one out of a hollow log by 
the foot, and held him, when another shot him close by 
me. There were two negro women, and three little boys, 
some eight, nine, or twelve years old, about twenty-five « 

steps from me. The secesh ran upon them, and cursed 
them^ imd shot them. All fell but one, a little fellow ; and 
they took the breech of a gun and knocked him down. 
Then they followed up the men that were trying to get 
away down the bluff; and some hours afterwards they came 
back, searching their pockets. They came on back then, 
looking over them, and I saw one man with a canteen, and 
asked him for a drink of water. His^ reply was to turn on 
me with his pistol presented, and shot at me three times, I 

saying, ** 1*11 give you water I ** But he didn't hit me, though 
he threw the dirt over my face. I concluded it was best to I 

lie still, and didn't move any more until after dark ; and j 

then I crawled in with some of the dead, and lay there | 

until about nine o'clock the next morning, when the gun* J 

boat came up, and I crawled down on the gunboat with a 
piece of white paper in my left hand, and made signs, and 
the boat came ashore, and I got on the boat The general 
ciy from the time they charged the fort until an hour after- 
wards was, *^ Kill 'em, kill 'em I th^fs Forrest's orders^— « 
not to leave one alive."' 
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**£!! A. BangB testified, in answer to the question 
whether he saw anj peculiar marks of barbarity, — 

^ I noticed none, except in the aute of one black man 
that I took up off a tent floor. He \ay on his back with 
his arms stretched out Part of bis arms were burned off, 
and his legs were burned nearly to a crisp. His clotlies 
had either been burned off, or torn off. In order to take 
away the remains, I slipped some pieces of board under 
him, and, when we took him up, the boards of the tent 
came up with him ; and we then observed that nails Imd 
been driven through his clothes and his cartridge-box, so 
as to fasten him down to the floor. His face was not*"* 
burned, but was very much distorted, as if he had died in 
great pain. Several others noticed the mills through his 
clothes which fastened him down. 

^ Q. Do you think there can be any doubt about his 
having been nailed to the boards? 

^ A. I think not, from th^ fact tlwt the boards came up 
with the remains as we raised them up ; and we (hen saw 
the nails sticking tlirough his clothes, and into the boards. 

^Q. Did you notke any other bodies that liad beon^ 
burned? 

^ A. Yes, sir: I buried four that had been burned. 

"M. Ferguson, commander of the United-States 
steamer * Silver Cloud,' who conducted the removal 
of wounded men, and the burial of the dead, re- 
ported to Gen. Hurlbut,— 

^' We found about seventy wounded men in the fort and 
around it; and buried, I should think, one hundred and 
fifly bodies. All the ^pildings around the fort, and the' 
tents and huts in the fort, had been burned by the Rebels ; * 
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and, among the embers, could be seen the charred re- 
mains of numbei-s of our soldiers, who had suffered a 
terrible death in tlie flames. 

" * All the wounded who could speak agreed, that, aAer 
the fort was taken, an indlscrimiuate slaughter of our 
troops was carried on by the enemy, with a furious and 
vindictive savageness which was never equalled by the 
.most merciless of the Indian tribes. Around on every j 

side, horrible testimony to the truth of this statement could 
be seen. * 

^'Bodies with gaping wounds — some bayoneted through 
the eyes; some with skulls beaten through; others with j 

hideous wounds — plainly told that but little quarter was ^ 

shown to our troops, strewn from the fort to the river 
bank, in the ravines and hollows, behind logs and under ( 

the brush, where they had crept for protection from the 
assassins who pursued them. . . • 

** ' As near as I can learn, there were abont five himdred ; 

men in the fort when it was stormed. I received about 
one hundred men (including the wounded, and these I I 

took on board before the flag of truce was sent in). The i 

Rebels, 1 learned, had few prisoners ; so tliat at least j 

three hundred of our troops must liave been killed in the 
affair.' \ 

" A more accurate report,** remarked Uncle Wil- 
liam, ceasing to read, ^ makes the number in the fort 
over five hundred and fifty, of whom nearly four 
hundred were killed. | 

" Major Bitidford surrendered, and was taken pris- 
oner, and carried away several miles with Forrest, j 
when he was shot in cold blood. One of their own i 
men testified to this fact : he was a conscript,- whom • 
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• 

Forrest had compelled to join his ranks. His name 
was W. B* M'Lagan* He said, — > 

^* After niarcliing about ^ve miles from Brownsville, we 
halted; that is, the two companies of the Kebels* The 
five guards then took Major Bradford out about fifty yards 
from the road. He seemed to understand what they were 
going to do with him. He asked for mercy, and said that 
he had fought them manfully, and wished to be treated as 
a prisoner of war. Three of the ^ve guards shot him. 
One shot struck him about in the temple ; a second, in the 
left breast ; and the third shot went through the thick part 
of the thigh. He was killed instantly. They left the" 
body lying there. I escaped from the Rebels at' Jackson. 
. I left on the Friday morning about two o'clock ; and Sat« 
urday night, about twelve o'clock, I came back where the 
murder was committed, and saw his body there, yet un- 
buried. The moon was shining brightly, and it seemed to 
me that tlie buzzards had eaten his face considerably.' 

••The surgeon of Mound -City Hospital,'* con- 
tinued Uncle William, ** where the wounded, about 
sixty, who escaped butchery by the assassins, were, 
sent, said, — 

**They were the worst -butchered men I have ever 
seen. . I have been in several hard battles ; but I have 
never seen men so mangled as they were ; and nearly all 
of them concur in stating that they received their wounds 
after they had thrown down their arms, surrendered, and 
asked for quarter. • . • 

^ * I learned from those who came here, that nearly all 
in the hospital were killed. I received a young uegro boy, 
probably sixteen years old, who was in the hospital there, 



•* What do you think now of the Fort-Pillow af- 
fair ?** inquired Uncle Willicimt laying o^ide the 
Congressional report from which he had been read- 



ing. 



** I think it is worse than the Lawrence massacret'* 
answered Charlie. 

** A great deal worse,** said Ella. 

^The Bebels have tried to make it appear, that 
the massacre at Fort Pillow was not so bad as repre- 
sented." 

** Of course," said Charlie, ** they have always de- 
nied the truth when they have behaved barbarously." 
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sick with fever, and unable to get away. The Rebels en- 
tered the hospital, and with a sabre hacked bis head, no 
doubt with the intention of hacking it open. The boy put 
up his band to protect bis bead, and they cut off* one or two 
of bis fingers. He was brougbt here insensible, and died 
yesterday. I made a post'moriem examination, and found f 

tliat tbe outer table of the skull was incised, the inner 

ft 

table was fractured, and a piece driven into the brain. 

** * I have two in tbe hospital here who were buried alive. 
One of them I have not conversed with personally about 
tbe matter ; the otber I have. He was thrown into a pit 
with a great many others, wbite and black, several of whom 
were alive. Tbey were all buried alive togetber. He lay 
on the outer edge; but bis head was nearer the surface. 
He had one well hand ; and, with that hand, be was able ,' 

to work a place through which be could breatbe, and in • 

this way be got bis bead out He lay there for twenty-four . 
hours, wben he was taken out by somebody. The otliers ) 

next to him were buried so deep that tbey could not get 
out, and died.' 
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^ The facts are too well substantiated to admit of 
doubt," continued Uncle William. **As far as the 
knowledge of the Rebellion extends, so far will 
tlie affair at Fort Pillow be known. It will always 
be a very black spot upon the page of bistoiy. 

**I must not forget to spciik of a touching incident 
here. A few days after the fiendish slaughter at Fort 
Pillow, the wife of Major Booth, who commanded 
there afler tlie death of Bradford, arrived at Fort 
Pickering, just below Memphis. She bore with her 
a battle-flag stained with human blood. It was the- 
flag that waved over Fort Pillow when her lamented 
husband was in command. 

^ The commanding officer of Fort Chickering drew 
up before her fourteen veteran soldiers, who escai)ed 
the horrors of Fort Pillow. Their tearful eyes 
showed how deeply they sympathized with the afflic* 
ted woman, who proceeded to address them thus : — 

** * Boys, I have just come from a visit to the hoApital at 
Moand City. There I saw your comrades, wounded at the 
bloody struggle of Fort Pillow. There I found this flag. 
You recognise it. One of your comrades saved it from 
the insulting touch of traitors at Fort Pillow. 

*^ * I have given to my country all I have to give, — my 
husband. Sucli a gifl I Yet I have freely given him for 
freedom and my country. 

''^Next to my husband's cold remains, the dearest object 
lefV me is this flag, — the flag that waved in proud defiance 
over the works of Fort Pillow. 

'^ * Soldiers, tliis flag I give to you, knowing that you 
will ever remember the last words of my noble husband, 
''Never surrender the flag to traitors]"' 
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**A8 she closed, the heroes dropped upon their 
knees, and, appealing to the God of battles, prom- 
ised to stand by the flag till victory or death should 
crown their efforts. It was a scene for the pointer. 
Beholders wept with the brave men, who received 
the flig from the hand of the wife of their late com- 
mander/' 

'* She was a brave woman,'' said Charlie. 

^ And patriotic too," added Uncle William. 

**Did our Government retaliate?" asked Ella. 

**No, I think not ; although they took measures to 
guard against the re[)etition of such an atrocity. It 
was a fearful opening of the spring campaign of 1864, 
on the part of the Rebels, and' it showed how des- 
perate they were. And here I will speak of life in 
Kebel prisons, although I liad intended to close our I 

interview at this point. The cniclties practised upon 
Federal prisoners is a further exhibition of the bar- 
barous spirit that perpetrated tlie massacre at Fort 
Pillow; so tliat we may consider the subject more 
properly in this place." 

VOL. HI. 20 
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LIFE IN EEBEL PRISONS. 

** TS there any doubt about the ill-treatment of the 

X Union prisoners?^ inquired Charlie. 

^ No more doubt than there is that you are alive; 
I eon satisfy you on that point with the most reliable 
testimony." 

^ The Kebels do not admit it,** remarked Ella. 

** Of course not ; nor do they admit many other 
facts. But their denial is of vexy little consequence, 
when our proof is overwhelming. The matter has 
been investigated thoroughly ; and he who will not 
believe the accusation of cruelty and starvation that 
we bring against the Bebels, would deny that it is 
light at mid-day.** 

^ Have you ever seen returned prisoners, who have 
suffered in Southern prisons ? ** asked Marcus. 

** Many of them. I shall not rely upon their testi- 
mony 9 however, so much as I shall upon that which 
>bas been published. I shall give you statements 
that have been made to the public by most trust- 
worthy authority. Lieut. 6. £. Sabre, of the 
Second IUiode<*Island Cavalry, who was nineteen 
months in the bands of the Kebels, and was in 
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the prisons and stockades of Morton, Mobile, At* 
lanta, Libby, Belle Isle, Andersonville, Macon, I 

Cliarleston, and Columbia, speaks from intimate 
acquaintance with these places of torture and death. 
He was taken prisoner near Port Hudson, in July, 
1863 ; and immediately he began to experience the 
starvation-discipline to which tlie * Yankees' were 
everywhere subjected. • 

** At Atlanta, the daily rations were one-half pound 
of corn-meal, and one ounce of meat. 

^ On Belle Isle, at first, the rations were one-half 
pound of corn-bread, one pint of bean soup, and 
from one to two ounces of meat per day. But soon 
the meat (md the bean soup were taken away. In 



the place of the soup, twice a week die prisoners \ 

had two spoonfuls of dry beans distributed to each | 

man ; but then their allowance of wood was too small * \ 

to even set the water to boiling, and they were com- ^ j 

pelled to eat them in a parboiled state. 

^ Soon men of noble frames were reduced to skele* 
tons, and were so pained with hunger that they 
would crawl about the camp on tlieir hands and 
knees, picking up bones that had been gnawed again 
and again, and trying to suck from tliem a paiticlo 
of nutriment. 

^* Many soldiers became insane under this dreadful 
treatment. « One of this class, in an almost dying 
condition, looked up to Lieut. Sabre, as he passed 
him, and broke forth into the merriest singing. 

^*My man, you seem to be in a happy mood. 
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For a moment, be fastened bU glaring eyes upon 
tbo lieutenant, and went on singing, — 

***Hard up I hard up I I never shall forget the 
day when I was hard up ; but I'll be well off yet, — 
111 be well off yet I ' And then he would repeat his 
mournful refrain, 'Hard up I hard up I I never shall 
forget the day when. I was hard up ; but I'll be well 
offyetl* 

^He was not well off," eontinued Uncle William, 
* until death released him from his tortures.** 

^Poor creature I " ejaculated Ella, ** it would have, 
been more merciful to have killed him outright." 

**It certainly would ; but the Rebels had no pity. 
The guards would stand, and taunt the prisoners in 
their misery. To the shivering, freezing ones, they 
would shout, — 
. ^ • Don't you want a blanket ? * 

^ Again, when the emaciated, starving men were 
hunting about for something to eat, the guards would 
call to them, — 

.***HeUo thar, Yank! how d'ye make it? How 
d'ye like your rations ?' " 

** Cruel I cruel I " exclaimed Ella. **The savages 
in Africa treated Mungo Park better than that." 

**0f course, they did," responded Charlie ; ^ if they 
had shown him no mercy, the whole world would 
have branded them with infamy to this day." 

** You are right," said Uncle William. * Even the 
children of the South caught this fiendish spirit of 
their parents. When Lieut. Sabre was conveyed 
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from Atlanta, with a large number of bnlf-6tarved 
prisoners, the little boys and girls, at one of the 
railroad stations on the way, were moved to pity. 
They thought that the company were Confederate 
soldiers, who had been held as prisoners at the 
North, and their wretched appearance touched their 
hearts. So they ran away, and procured provisions 
for tliem. But, after they had distributed the eatables 
among them, their mistake was discovered. Im- 
mediately the boys and girls expressed their deep 
hatred. * They were sorry that they had fed them ; 
hoped they would get sick and die, or starve to i 

death, --^ and all sorts of vile wishes escaped from 
their lips." 

. ** Did they have no hospitals for the sick prison* 
ers?" inquired Marcus. 

^ Yes ; but they were generally dreaded more tliaa 
the prisons. Lieut. Sabre says that he said to a pris- 
oner, who was staggering by him in his weakness, — 

" 'Comrade, you are very ill ; why don*t you get a 
permit for the hospital ? ' 

^ He looked at the lieutenant for a moment, as if 
surprised at his question, and then inquired, — 

** * Have you ever been there ? * 

^ * No,' replied tlie lieutenant. 

*• * Well, then, don't ask such a question.' 

^ ' But, pray, is it any worse in the hospital thaa 
here? 'inquired Lieut. Sabre. 

^ 'Ten or a hundred times. The hospital quicklj 
puts an end to a man,' he said, gloomily. 
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**For a momenty the sick man stood musing, and 
then went on, — 

***I had two brothers, both older and stronger 
than myself: we belonged to the same company and 
the same regiment, and wei*e captured in the same 
battle. After our captors stole all we had, and made 
us exchange clothing with them, we were sent off to 
this terrible place/ 

** Here the exhausted man paused for a moment, 
and then proceeded, — 

** * We were not on the Island two weeks before-, 
one of them was taken down sick. He was sent out 
there (pointing to the hospital) for treatment. Four 
mornings after, I was counting, from the guard- 
line, the number of dead laid out for burial. 
Among the number I recognized the face of my 
brother.* 

^ Here the poor man burst into tears, and sobbed 
as if his heart would break. When he could suffi- 
ciently control his feelings, he continued, — 

** * My second brother gave way about a week after 
the first died. After the experience of the first, he 
reftised to go to the hospital. He went to surgeon's 
call, but that did him no good. One night we lay 
down in our hut. About midnight he said he was 
cold : I gave him all the blanket I could. The next 
morning I looked at him, and found he was stark 
dead.' 

^Another pause of a few solemn moments, and he. 
added,— 
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^ • I C3q)ect they'll have the trouble of carrying me 
out in a blanket, one of these fine mornings.' 

**Two weeks after this interview, Lieut. Sabre 
uncovered a dead body that was about to be removed* 
It was the last of tue three brothers I ** 

**0nly tliink," said Ella, interrupting, — ** three 
brothers taken prisoners in one battle I " 

^ And all of them starved to death by Rebels I ** 
responded Charlie. 

**The Rebels were in so great haste to get rid 
of the hated Yankees, that men were sometimes sent 
out from the hospital for burial before they were dead* 
Lieut. Sabre saw six bodies laid out behind the 
hospital preparatory to burial. As he stood gazing 
upon them with mournful feelings, one of them 
attempted to turn over. He was not dead. The 
Rebel surgeon concluded that he was so nearly 
dead, that he might as well be removed, to make way 
for another. 

*' At another time, he stood observing the disposi- 
tion of several bodies in dieir rude coffins. Two mea 
laid one body into a coffin, and were proceeding to 
nail on the lid, when the supposed dead man sprang 
up, and sat upright in the coffin." 

"They meant to bury him alive I ** exclaimed 
Marcus. 

" There is no doubt that they have buried hundreds 
of our men alive," said Uncle William ; ^ and that is 
no worse than many other things that they have done 
to our men who. have fiillen into their hands. 
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*Our men were usually robbed of their money, 
watchesy knivca, blankets, and other valuables ; and 
thousands of tliem were forced to exchange their clo- 
thing with the Rebels for their rags, before being 
tlirust into prison. All through the South this has 
been the case, to the shame and disgrace of the Con- 
federate Government. 

** On account of this general robbery, the suffer- 
ings of our men in prison, and especially on Belle 
Isle, were increased. In the latter place there were 
only thirteen tents, when there were thirteen thou- 
sand prisoners. Of course, the captives suffered ter- 
ribly from cold in winter, and from the burning heat 
of the sun in summer. In the winter of '63 and 
'64, hundreds of our soldiers were frozen to death. 
Some mornings, as many as fifly were found dead 
upon the Island ; frequently as many as twenty-five. 
The Rebel Government did not allow them fuel at 
that time. During that winter, not a single load of 
wood was distributed to the prisoners on Belle Isle." 

^ That is proof enough that they meant to freeze 
them to death,** said Marcus. 

^ I must read to you Lieut. Sabre's description of 
the coldest night in Januaiy, 1864.^ Uncle Wil- 
liam read : — 

** * The day had been dear, but very cold. Men who 
usually sought rest at this time were obliged to keep up 
and bestir themselves to keep warm. Many sought and 
found a few moments' rest during the day, in the quarters 
of a comrade; but those who were deprived of this privilege 
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dreaded a night which would probably prove their last. 
Night came : a piercing, fierce, north-cast wind was sweep- 
ing ruthlessly across the Island. The men who had blan- 
kets and quaitcrs were frequently driven to the necessity of 
running through the camp to keep warm. What, then, most 
have been the sensations of tliose outside I About midnight 
I could no longer stand my shivering, and I jumped into the 
open air for exercise. I never shall forget the scene I wit- 
nessed there. The whole camp was crowded with men, 
dashing about, jumping, stamping their feet, and swinging 
their arms, according to their strength and the degree of 
heat still led or awakened in them. I joined the throng, 
clasping my hands rapidly around my shoulders, and 
jumping ' occasionally to start the circulation in my fetU 
While undergoing this process of warming, occasionally 
dashing across an open space in the camp, I saw num- 
bers of men move from tent to tent, begging, and crying 
piteously, their jaws rattling with cold, to be admitted. As 
far as there was any possibility of accomodating another, 
they were admitted ; and the huts and tents were crowded 
to double their capacity. . . • When disappointed in this, 
the wretched men would throw themselves in a heap, one 
on the other, in order to aggregate the warmth of their 
bodies, so as to make a sensible eifect through the whole 
mass. In those efforts the recklessness of the men was 
really painful. They would fall upon one another, and 
struggle to be beneath. Here a desperate fight ensued, 
having at least the good effect of exciting the men and 
firing their blood. In these struggles the strongest invari- 
ably found the warmest part of the mass ; and the weakest, 
lying on the outside, shivering with the wind, would keep 
his place for a moment, and jump up and strike for him- 
self. This would bnug tlie cold on the next: he, too». 
VOL. ui. 27 
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would jump ap ; and so on, nntil the whole moss would be 
broken up, and the men seeking other means of comfort.' ** 

** Worse and worse," said Ella, after listening to 
the foregoing. 

** It is a wonder that anj of tliem livcdy" replied 
Uncle William. **They were in such a starving 
statCy that two or three dogs, having wandered upon 
the Island, were seized, killed, and eaten. The same 
would have been the case with horses, cats, rats, or 
anj other animal, if they had strayed to that place. 

^ The Bebel overseers punished the slightest offen»> 
ces with the severest punishments. They studied to 
originate forms of torture that would be most cruel. 
At the smallest pretext the guard would shoot down 
a prisoner, and then exclaim, laughing, — 

** • Another Yankee gone up I * 

** Lieut. Sabre was transferred from Belle Isle to 
Camp Sumter, Andersonville, in February, 1864, 
where twenty thousand prisoners were confined on 
twenty acres of land. As warni weather approached, 
starvation, filth, and want of shelter, caused a fear- 
ful mortality. His squad numbered ninety persons 
in April, 1864 ; in July following, only twenty of 
them were living. Thirty of his personal acquaint- 
ances went to the hospital, and only one of them 
returned. In July, there were from one hundred to 
one hundred and fifty deaths daily in Camp Sumter. 

^ In October, 1864, Lieut Sabre found himself a 
prisoner at Columbia. Here cold and hunger were 
jtheir constant companions, although the prisoners 
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were permitted to purchase articles of a Rebel sutler, 
at enormous prices. This, however^ was of no advan- 
tage except to the few prisoners who came from locali- 
ties where they were not robbed, as at Richmond and 
Belle Isle. I will give jou some of the prices. 

" Sweet potatoes, twenty dollars a bushel. 

** Butter, fifteen dollars a pound. 

^ Fresh beef, two dollars and fifiy cents per pound. 

^ Irish potatoes, thirty-two dollars a bushel. 

^ Apples, two for a dollar. 

^* Bacon, seven dollars a pound. 

** Tea, seventy-five dollars a pound. 

** Cofiee, twelve dollars a pound. 

** Shoes, sixty-five dollars a pair. 

^ One sheet of paper and one envelope, one dollar. 

•* One three-quart pail, twenty dollars. 

** Of course,** continued Undo William, ** all the 
money which the soldiers had could not go far at 
these high prices.** 

** I have been thinking,** interrupted Giarlie, ** how 
much more noble-hearted the negroes are at tho 
South than their masters. I never read or heard of 
any such fiendish spirit manifested by the negroes.** 

*• Nor I," said Ella. 

** Nor I,'* responded Marcus. 
' ** Nor I,'* shouted little Tommy, the imitator, just 
as he bounded out of tlie room for the third time 
within an hour. The children received the chiming^ 
in of his voice, by way of agreement, with a laugh^ 
and the conversation proceeded : — 
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. ^ The contrast is very great, I confessy** said Uncle 
WiUiam. ^ Lieut. Sabre speaks of it himself. 
Wherever a poor skve or a free negro caught sight 
of a Yankee prisoner, he looked upon him with cop- 
passion. On his way to Andersonville, the negroes 
frequently were seen at the stations, and along the 
road, in large numbers ; and they always manifested 
the deepest interest and sympathy. They had heard 
that a train of Yankee prisoners was coming, and 
they flocked to the railroad to see it. They would 
wave their turbans, and frequently fling a piece- 
of bacon, a corn-pone, or some other eatables into 
the cars; and when they' witnessed the eagerness 
of the men to get the morsel, all scrambling to get 
it, they would wring their hands and weep bitterly, 
exclaiming, — 

. •* * De Lor* hab mercy on you 1 May de hand ob 
de Lor^ protec* his people, de Yankees I ' and similar 
words of kindness. 

** I do not hesitate to say,** added Uncle William, 
**that, in all the nobler qualities of' the heart, the 
negroes have shown themselves to be superior to 
the Bebels, rank and file. 

^ I should have said, that, in all tlie sufferings of 
our men at Belle Isle, they were generally true to 
the old flag, and scorned all attempts to bribe them 
to desert. Alany such attempts were made to induce 
them to join the Southern Confederacy. When 
Lieut. Sabre was there, an officer came upon the 
Island one day with a proposition to shoemakers : — 
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***The Confederacy needs shoemakers/ said he; 
* and whoever of this class will take the oath of alle- 
giance, and follow his business for the Confederate 
Government « sliall hava three dollars a day, plen^ of 
food and dotliing, and all things to make him com- 
fortable and happy/ 

*! Here was a great temptation to men who were 
starving, and dying by inches," continued Uncle 
William. 

**Did any of them accept the proposition?" asked 
Marcus, who could scarcely wait for an answer. 

** I am sorry to say that there were ttoenty^ight 
men who stepped forward and signified their willing- 
ness to go over to the enemy, although they hung 
their heads down and looked ashamed when they 
did it." 

^ I can hardly blame them, almost dying as they 
were," said Ella. 

** Their comrades blamed them stoutly. They 
hissed them, and called them traitors, and declared 
that tliey would rather suffer all the horrors of 
that terrible place, than to prove false to their 
country." 

** That was noble I " exclaimed Marcus, who seemed 
to think that neither cold or hunger could drive him 
over to the enemy. 

^ I am happy to add," continued Uncle William^ 
** that when a similar proposition was made to the 
prisoners at Andersonville, not a single man yielded 
to tlie bribe. With the utmost scorn and contempt 
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they replied to the miserable wretch who undertook 
this dirtj work for the Rebel Grovemment. 

" The barbarities perpetrated upon our soldiers in 
prison were the same all through the South. Andcr- 
sonville is known throughout the land for the cruel- 
ties inflicted'upon Federal prisoners there, under the 
care of the notorious Wirz. Sergeant-major Kel- 
logg, of the Sixteenth Connecticut, writes that many 
young men became insane in consequence of their 
suffering's. One im.idned that he was some sort of 
an animal, and he would strip off his ragged clothes;" 
and crawl about the swamp on his hands and knees. 
Another would stand for hours in the little brook, 
with the rays of tlie hot sun almost blistering his 
naked body, waiting for tlie dirty water to run clear. 
Others would spend hours in sketching hideous crea- 
tures like devils and gorgons, as if giving reality to 
the conceptions of crazy brains. 

^ In the month of June, 1864, it rained twenty- 
one days in succession ; and there were fifteen thou- 
sand prisoners without shelter at Andersonville. Of 
course, disease spread through the stockade, and 
death brouglit an exchange to many a famished sol- 
dier. In the hospitids, the men scarcely ever wore 
any thing but a shirt, that they might keep them- 
selves as free as possible from the vermin tliat swarmed 
there. Even then, Sergt. Kellogg says tliat it was 
three hours' work each day to keep the body com- 
paradvely free from them ; and he adds, * The poor, 
sick men, who were too feeble to help themselves. 
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would actuollj find their lifeblood taken away from 
them in this way. Many men have died apparently 
from no other cause than that of bein^;: overrun with 
vermin. I have had men*s hair cut, when, if these 
had been measured, there would have been in bulk a 
half-pint of tliem. Mosquitoes, too, were terrible. 
A man who could not, through weakness, defend him- 
self, looked as if he had the measles, so completely 
would his face be covered with their bites ; and fleas 
without number vied vritli these to torment the poor 
prisoner, sick or well. It is hardly possible to con* 
ceive a greater accumulation of woes to come upon 
mortal men, than fell to the lot of our prisoners at 
Andersonville.' 

^ In the month of August, three thousand prison- 
ers died; and even tlie Itebel surgeons protested 
against such treatment. Dr. Thomburg reported his 
patients to be in a * deplorable condition.' In the 
first, second, and third wards, there were no bunks, the 
patients being compelled to lie on the ground, many 
of them without blankets, or any covering whatever. 
Says the doctor, * We have men in this ward who are 
a living, moving mass of putrefaction, and cannot 
possibly be cured of their wounds unless we can 
make them more comfortable.' 

^ Sergt. Kellogg thus describes the death scene as 
it appeared each day : * Every morning a large army- 
wagon would be driven up to the dead-house, and 
twenty or thirty bodies would be loaded in like so 
many logs of wood, one on top of another, some with 
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an anil or a leg hanging out at the side, for there 
was no covering at all. The Rebels finally bec:inie 
asliamed of their own want of decencj, and provided 
a covered wagon. 

• * When they first took their prisoners to Georgia, 
they furnished coffins ; but the mortality became so 
great, tliat tliey finally neglected to do tliat, and dug 
a trench about two and a lialf feet deep, with a kiud 
of shelf of the dirt ten inches high, on which tliey 
placed slabs of wood to keep the dirt from them. In 
a little time, they died too fast for even tins ; and they^* 
then dug a trencli that would hold about one hundred 
and twenty-five bodies, in which they placed them 
close together, and covered them up. Being thus 
buried, they would take pieces of wood, upon which 
the numbers of the corpses had been placed, and 
drive them down |it the head of each body, not 
knowing or caring whether they were where they 
ought to be or not.'" 

** The keeper of the Anderson ville prison has been 
tried at Washington, lias he not?'* said ]Marcus, 
interrupting. 

**Yes: I alluded to him a moment ago, — the 
notorious Wirz. A large number of witnesses were 
summoned to testify in the case, and their testimony 
was enough to chill the heart of humanity. Many 
of them had suffered every thing but death at his 
hands ; and their tale of distress and woe was appal- 
ling." 

" Wby-ivos it necessaiy to sununoa so many wit- 
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nesscs ? ** inquired Charlie. ^ I should think that the 
testimony of ten or fifteen reliable men would* have 
been sufficient.** 

^ I have no doubt that it would have been, so far 
as ^yirz was concerned. But the Grovemmcnt desired 
to obtain information respecting other persons and 
matters. If the leaders of the Rebellion were con- 
cerned in the torture and starvation of prisoners^ it 
was worth whUe to bring out the facts. 

" That Wirz was guilty of wholesale murder no 
person can deny. He may not have cut the throat 
of one of his victims, or fired a ball through his 
heart; but he as surely sent hundreds and thou- 
sands of his fellow-men to untimely graves as though 
he killed them with powder and ball. In the sight 
of God, he stands convicted of murder in hundreds of 
cases ; and all who acquiesced in his plans are sharers 
of his guilt. It was well tliat his sentence was 

DEATH. 

^ I might produce much more testimony upon tliis 
subject ; and there is a marked harmony in the evi- 
dence from different quarters. I will read to you the 
words of some of the most reliable officers, like Gen. 
Neal Dow, who wrote firom their own experience. 
Gen. Dow made a speech in Portland, after his re- 
lease, in which he spoke as follows.** Uncle William 
read:—, 

^ ' You have heard from high authority, that the people 
of the South are semi-barbarians. Educated, so far as 
they are educated at all, in a disregard of the rights of 
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four millions of their fellow-men ; Accustomed as ihcj are to 
see the rights of others trampled io the dust, and undcr- 
takiog to subsist upon their unreoompensed hibor, — they 
learn to disregard the rights of ever^'body else, in their 
intercourse with both blacks and whites. You see it in 
their intercourse with each other. The Uiiion prisoners 
have come in contact with this feeling very largely. I 
would not be understood that there are no cultivated people 
at the South. Tlie Union prisoners have come in contact 
with such a people, and they have experienced the most 
barbarous treatment. From the Confederate soldiers at 
the front, they have experienced kind and courteous trcat-^ 
ment. But from the ** Uome Guards " it has been more 
barbarous than any prisoners of war have suffered since 
the days of the "* BUurk Hole " of Calcutta. I know of 
nothing in the history of war to compare with the shame- 
ful treatment of the Union prisonera at Richmond, and 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

^*A large quantity of clothing and blankets was sent to 
my care, to be distributed to the soldiers. I was permitted 
to visit them for tlie purpose of distributing the articles. 
Passing around the camp at Belle Isle, I saw the wretched 
condition of our soldiers as to clothing and . quarters. 
Nearly ooe-half of them were without shelter of any kind, 
and all were in. extreme want of clothing. As I passed 
around the camp, they cried to me to send them food. 
Shelterless and almost naked, as many of them were, their 
first want was food, -^ their diief sufiering was from hun- 
ger. On my return to Richmond, I addressed a note to 
Gen* Wuder, in conmmnd there, stating that ofte-half the 
soldiers were without shelter, and all . without sufficient 
foody and asking his immediate attention to their miserable 
cooditioiL The result was, that I was not. permitted to 
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visit the soldiers any more : their condition was not allevi- 
ated ; and these stores were put into the hands of another 
ofliccr, who would contluct himself toward tlie Rebel author- 
ities with a great deal more forbearance than I was sup- 
posed to be capable of. Soldiers perished there at about 
the rate of five hundred per month, during the winter 
months, as we were informed. 

*' ' As I was at Belle Isle, I went into the hospital, con- 
sisting of tents without anj floor, the sick lying upon the 
ground, without blankets, without pillows,-^ some of them 
with sticks of wood for pillows ; and, on protesting to Gen. 
Winder against this treatment, I was refused permission to 
visit these poor creatures for the future. The Government 
sent large quantities of provisions and clothing to the sol- 
diers as well as the officers. Much of this was stolen, so that 
Yankee overcoats, promenading the streets of Richmond, 
di'ew so much attention that the wearers had them colored 
black. They were ashamed to be seen with Yankee over- 
'coats stolen from the poor suffering soldiers. Largo quanti- 
ties of food as well as of clothing were sent there by the 
Sanitary Commission also, and these were stolen by the 
Rebel authorities, and appropriated to their own use in 
large amounts. A very small proportion of these reached 
our soldiers. 

^ ' Libby Prison was a great tobacco warehouse, or 
rather three tobacco warehouses, three stories high upon 
the front, four stories upon the rear, separated by brick 
walls, through which doors were cut Our officers were 
placed in these rooms, with bare walls, bare fioora^ and 
without any blankets. 

** * When I arrived there, I was clad in the lightest sum- 
mer clothes. It was a cold October night, and my suffer- 
ings must have been extreme, but for the kindness <^ mj 



824 msTOBT OF the bebellion. 

• 

fellow-officers in sapplying me with garments and blankets* 
After a while, a great quantitj of blankets was sent bj the 
Sanitary Commission, which made us comparatively com- 
fortable; but we were treated in no other respect tlian 
as so many negroes sent to Richmond to a barracoon for 
sale. An officer who had a very extensive acquaintance 
at the South said we were not nearly so well treated as 
that, for blacks sent for sale were kindly cared for, that 
they miight bring a better price. The Union officers were 
treated as so many cattle, turned into a slaughter-pen or 
bam to sleep. Confederate .officers in the hands of Union 
authorities were treated courtoously and kindly; that is 
right 

** * A little incident occurred to myselt, which will illus- 
trate the point of the diffisrence of treatment between their 
prisoners and ours. I was exchanged for Gen. Lee. As I 
was called down to pass off, I had two largo trunks to take 
away. I could obtain no assistance in transporting them, 
no dray or other mode of conveyance. Some of my fellow- 
officers kindly tendered their assistance, and we carried 
tliem between us through the streets of Richmond to the 
steamer, on which we were ordered upon the forward dock, 
and ibrbidden to come abafl the wheels. We were. situated 
on the steamer like so many cattle, slaves, or swine on the 
way to market At City Point, we met Gen. Lee in the 
magnificent saloon of the Federal steamer, ^ New York ; " 
we ourselves emerging from the forward deck of the dirty 
Rebel steamer. When Gen. Lee and his fellow-officers 
were ready to change steamers, the general stooped to take 
his small valise, when the Union officer in command said 
to a soldier near, ^ Sergeant, take the general's valise on 
board for him I ** I mention this to show the sort of. treat- 
aaent we received down South, and that which the Rebels 
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meet with when they fall into our hands : they are treated 
kiudlj, courteously ; we, rudely, barbarously. 

^'The rations furnished to the privates consisted en- 
tirely of com - bread of miserable quality and insufficient 
quantity, whicli produces derangement in the digestive 
orgnnss and death. The soldiers are slowly wasting away, 
and die of sheer starvation and cold. Two of them, sent 
off from Richmond at tlie same time with myself, died of 
exhaustion before reaching Annapolis. 

'^ < These poor creatures were reduced to such a state 
of extreme suffering, that many of them were demented. 
They could not tell the name of their colonel or the num- 
ber of- their regiment One of tliem had become perfectly 
idiotic from long-protracted suffering, many of them having 
slept all winter in tlie open air, with no shelter, and with- 
out overcoats or blankets. They were all supplied at the 
commencement of the winter with both, sent them by the 
United-States Government; but' they were compelled to 
sell them, in many instances, to procure the means of sub- 
sistence, their rations not being sufficient to support them 
in a state of health.' 

^ Now I will read a statement by several surgeons 
who were confined in Libby Prison," remarked Unde 
William : — 

" Washikoton, D.C, Not. 27, 1868. 

^We, the undersigned, surgeons of the United-States 
Army, and recently prisoners iii Richmond, Va., consider it 
our duty to publish a few facts that came to our knowledge 
while wo were inmates of the hospital attached to Libby 
Prison. 

^ We enjoyed for several months daily access to the hoe- 
pitab where the sick and wounded among our Union sol- 



326 msTOBT OF the rebeluox. 

dien received treatment As a result of our obserration, 
we hereby declare our belief, that since the battle of Chick* 
amauga the number of deaths per diem has averaged fully 
fifty. The prevailing diseases are diarrhoea, dysentery^ and 
typhoid pneumonia. Of late the percentage of deaths has 
greatly increasedt -^ the result of causes that have been 
long at work, such as insufficient food, clothing, and shel« 
ter, combined with that depression of spirits brought on so 
often by long confinement It may seem almost incredible 
when we affirm, of our personal knowledge, that in the 
three hospitab for Union soldiers, the average mortality is 
Dear forty per day ; and upon the most reliable testimouy 
we are forced to believe, that the deaths in the tobacco fac- 
tories and upon the island will raise the total mortality 
among all the Union prisoners to fifly per day, or fifteen 
hundred monthly. 

''The extremely reduced condition of those brought 
from the island argues that hundreds quite sick are Icfl 
behind, who with us would be considered fit subjects for 
hospital treatment Such, too, is the fact as invariably 
stated by scores with whom we have conversed. 

*^ The same, to a degree, holds true of the prisoners in 
the city. It would be a reiiAonablo (intlmaio lo put the 
number who are fit subjects for hospitals, but who are 
refused admittance, at five hundred. A thousand are al* 
ready under treatment in the three hospitals ; and the Con- 
federate surgeons themselves say the number of patients 
is only limited by the small accommodations provided. 
Thus we have over ten per cent of the whole number of 
prisoners held classed as sick men, who need the most assid- 
uous and skilful attention. Yet, in the essential matter of 
rations, they are receiving nothing but com bread and 
tweet potatoes. Meat is no longer fumbhed-to any class 
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of our prisoners, except to the few olHcers in the Libby 
hospital ; and all sick or well officers or privates are now 
furnished with a verj poor article of com bread in place of 
wheat bread. This is veiy unsuitable diet for hospital 
patients, prostrated with diarrh<Bay dysentery, and fever, to 
say nothing of the balance. 

^ Startling instances of individual suffering and horrid 
pictures of death, from protracted sickness and semi-stanra- 
tion, we have had thrust upon our attention. 

** Tlie first demand of the poor creatures from the island 
was always for something to eat. Self-respect gone, hopo 
and ambition gone, half-dad, and covered with vermin and 
filth, many of them were too often beyond all reach of medi- 
cal skill In one instance, the ambulance brought sixteen 
to the 'hospital, and during the night seven of them died. 
Again, eighteen were brought, and eleven of them died in 
twenty-four hours. At another time, fourteen were admit- 
ted, and in a single day ten of them died. Judging fixHU 
what we hnve ourselves seen and do know, we do not hesi- 
tate to say, tliat, under a treatment of systematic abuse, 
neglect, and scmi-stan^ation, the number who are becoming 
permanently broken down in their constitutions must be 
reckoned by thousands. AVo leave it for others to say 
what is demanded by this^ state of tilings. 

^The Confederate daily papers in general terms ac- 
knowledge the truth of all we have affirmed, but usually 
close their abusive editorials by declaring that even such 
treatment is better than the invading Yankees deserve. 
The * Examiner,' in a recent article, begrudged even the 
little food the prisoners did receive, and the boxes sent to 
us from home, and closed by eulogizing tlie s}'stem of 
semi-star\'ation and exposure, as well calculated to dispose 
of us. All this is true, and yet cold weather is hardly 
commenced. 
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^We are bonified when we picture the wholesale 
mwerj and death that will come with the biting frosts 
of winter. Recently several hundred prisoners per daj 
were being removed to Danville. In two instances, we were 
standing in view of them as their ranks filed past. It was 
a sad sight to see the attenuated features and pallid faces 
of men a few months since robust and in Vi<n)rous health. 
ICumbers were without health; numbers were without 
shoes ; nearlj all without blankets or overcoats : and not 
a man did we see who was well and full/ clad. 

^ But to the credit of the prisoners in Richmond, of all 
ranks, be it recorded, that all along thej have shown 
heroic fortitude under sufiering; and, spurning the idea that 
their Government had forgotten them, thej have held fast 
their confidence in the final and speedj success of our 
cause. 

** In addition to the above statement, we wish it to i>e 
distinctly understood, that the Confederate medical officers 
connected with the hospitals referred to — Surgeons Wil- 
kins, Simmons, and Sabal, and the hospital steward, Hal- 
let-^ are not in any way, so far as our observation has 
extended, responsible for the state of things existing there ; 
but« on the other band, we arc bound in justice to bear tes- 
timony to their kindness, and the faithful performance of 
their duties with the limited means at their disposaL 

(Signed) ^'Daxiel Meeker, Surgtom U, S. Volunfeen. 

C T. Simpers, Amtt-Sur. 6/A JUff't Indiana VoUtnteen, 
J. L. Browx, AisUL'Sur. 116<A Ohio VUunUer Infantry, 
A. IL Parkbb. AuisL'Sur. 1st Maine Cavalry, 

** Many chaplains have been confined in Southern 
prisons, from time to time,'' said Uncle William, 
afler having read the foregoing, ^'and tliey have 
borne their testimony to the cruel treatment gener- 
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ally received by the •prisoners. Rev. George H. 
Hannar, chaplain of • the Twelfth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, made a statement which I will read : — ' 

^ ' Many sank under this treatment, and, falling away into 
living skeletons, were passed over to the hospital in the 
other end of the building, where they lived or died as cir- 
cumstances might declare. How often have I seen this I 
so often, that it had long ceased to call forth special atten- 
tion. Did men fall down exhausted upon the floor, those 
stronger picked them up and strove to have them removed 
to the hospitaL Did they die, their bodies were carelessly 
thrown to one side until convenience suited them to hurry 
them underground. During this tjme the heat was intense, 
and the suffering from this cause alone very great. Add 
to this the fact, that from diet and other causes the pris- 
oners suffered greatly from dysentery, oggravated by the 
disagreeable water we were obliged to drink ; and I know 
not, indeed, how we passed the summer, or bore up under 
tlie accumulated woes of our situation. 

^ ' I have seen a captain of cavalry, for tlie simple offence 
of missing the spittoon, and spittiYig upon the floor, thrown 
into a dark, damp dungeon for two days and nights, on 
bread and water, causing a serious inflammation of the 
lungs. At this time, it was required that the officers should 
perform the most menial services connected with cooking, 
washing, scrubbing, and the cleanliness of the room. 
Lieut. Welch, of the Eighty-seventh Pennsylvania In- 
fantry, lay for six weeks in a dungeon under the building, 
because, as an orderly- sergeant, acting under appointment 
as a lieutenant, though not yet mustered in, and, of course, . 
not recognized as such, he had rightly classed himself 
with the enlisted men. When brought up among the 
VOL. III. 28 
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Other offioersy bis dothes, shoeSi &c., were covered with 
green moald. Lieut Duttooi of the Sixtj-eeventh Penn- 
sylvania Infantry, has been doomed to a dungeon until 
the close of the war, and is now suffering therein for a 
similar x>£rence, with the additional fact that he assumed 
the name of another. 

•• * CoL Powell, I think of the Twelfth Virginia Union 
Cavalry, wounded severely in the back from a window in 
Wytheville, and left behind, was carried to Richmond and 
placed in the hospitaL A few days after, one of the Rich- 
mond papers railed out against him in a most brutal man- 
ner, and suggested that he be executed. The same prison ' 
inspector entered the hospital, and, without the knowledge of 
the Rebel surgeons, ordered him to get up from his bed and 
follow him. He was placed in one of the dungeons spoken 
o£ Here, with a bail in his back, he remained five weeks 
and four days, part of the time without a blanket, rarely 
receiving any medical care, and sometimes his rations with- 
held. While confined there, the entry was frequently 
blocked up with dead bodies, remaining there several days, 
and this during the heat of summer. A letter was sent to 
Gen* Winder by the colonel, asking the charges against 
him, and protesting against his treatment He denied any 
knowledge of the matter, and suggested that, perhaps, 
Geo. Jones was acquainted with the facts. He also denied 
any knowledge of the matter, and coolly asked to know the 
charges. 

** * He was released, I know not how, and placed among 
us. This ofiicer was the' victim of irresponsible authority 
and fiendish cruelty as wielded by this prison inspector. 
While confined in the cell, the colonel, who is a Christian, 
asked in writing twice for a Bible, but no notice was taken 
of his request 
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^ ' I cannot describe the condition of enlisted men, us 
seen by the officers and learned from sources at present 
nameless. Hunger, bad treatment and exposure have 
done their work too surely for many brave souls who have 
gone up to testify at the bar of Grod to the barbarities 
practised upon them. Many of them also were shot by 
the guard upon the most frivolous pretences. Belle Isle, 
our place of confinement, is supplied with tents only sutfi* 
cient for a part of the men ; the rest were compelled during 
the cold nights to pace up and down the island to keep 
warm, and while the sun was shining during (he day, they 
would sleep. 

^ ' I have seen them brought from this island in the even- 
ing, to ship them in the morning for City Point, so weak 
from hunger and dbease that they were unable to stand 
upon their feet Never have I witnessed such misery and 
want among any class of human beings. 

^' There are also there about one hundred free negroes 
of the North, officers' servants from the army and navy. 
They are used at the present about the prisons, or upon 
the fortifications around Richmond. One of the many 
nights spent in Libby is deeply engraven upon my mind. 
A free negro of Philadelphia, captured in the navy, nearly 
white, received three hundred and twenty-five lashes in a 
room immediately beneath us, his loud cries and pleadings 
penetrating every part of the building, as blow followed 
blow. He was then wrapped in a blanket saturated with 
salt water, and cast into one of the dungeons for a month 
or more. Such scenes and cries were frequent. Those 
of our number who entered thei*e as advocates of slavery, 
or at least sympathizers, are such no more.' 



ft 



I have been thus particular in adducing testi- 
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mony,** remarked Uncle William, "because this 
experience of our brave men who wei*e taken pris- 
oners by the Kebels is to Be a matter of history. 
'Where the proof of cruelty is so abundant, it is best 
to avail ourselves of enough to settle the question be- 
yond dispute. The appearance of the Union prison- 
ers who were released from Belle Isle and Libby was 
incontestible evidence of bai*barous treatment. Of 
one hundixKl and eighty brought from the former 
place to Annapolis at one time, many of them were 
unable to walk. Many of them were ^nthout hats* 
or shoes, and well-nigh destitute of clothing. The 
Kebels had stripped them of every article of clothing 
that was worth stealing. Most of them had nothing 
on their bodies except shirt and pantaloons. Many 
were covered with running sores, and all of them 
with vermin. Witliin six days after their arrival at 
Annapolis, fifty-three of tlie one hundred and eighty 
bad died ; and the surgeons said that two-thirds of 
the whole number would die, and the remaining one- 
third would survive only %vith shattered • constitu- 
tions. 

**At another time^ over two hundred prisoners 
were released, and forwarded to Annapolis. Forty 
of tbem died on their way thither, and as many 
more died soon after they were landed, — all from 
8tar>'ation and ill-treatment. 

**I will read to you a letter from the surgeon in 
charge of a Baltimore hospital, whither many of our 
returned soldiers were forwarded. The letter was 
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addressed to the Chairman of the Concessional 

o 

Committee on the Conduct of the War : — ! 

I 
••W««T'i BCfLDIKGS HoSPTTALi 

** Baltimore, Md., May 14, 1864. | 

i 

^Dear Sir,— I have the honor to enclose the photo- I 

graph of John Breinig, with the desired information writ> 
ten upon it I am very sorry your committee could not 
have seen these cases when first received. No one, from 
these pictures/ can form a true estimate of tlieir condition 
then. Not one in ten was able to stand alone ; some of I 

them so covered and eaten by vermin that they nearly \ 

resembled cases of small-pox, and so emaciated that they | 

were re'ali^ living skeletons, and hardly thcU^ as the result 
shows, — forty out of one hundred and four having died * 

up to this date. [ 

^ If there has been any thing so horrible, so fiendish, as 
this wholesale starvation, in the history of this Satanic I 

Rebellion, I have failed to note it. Better the massacres j 

at Lawrence, Fort Pillow, and Plymouth, tlian to be thus • 

starved to death by inches, through long and weary months. ^ I 

I wish I had possessed the power to compel all the Northern 
sympathizers with tliis Rebellion to come in and look upon * | 

the work of the chivalrous sons of the hospitaUe and sunny t 

South when these skeletons were first received here. A f 

Rebel colonel, a prisoner here, who stood with sad face | 

looking on as they were received, finally shook his head 
and walked away, apparently ashamed tluU he held any [ 

relations to men who could be guilty of such deeds. 

'** Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"A. Chapel. 

"HoiuB. F. Wade, J 
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•'The Commissary - General of Prisoners^ I^Ir. 
Hoffman^" resumed Unde William^ ** spoke in a 
similar manner. He said, — 

^'That cor soldiers, when in the hands of the Rebels, 
are starved to death, cannot be denied. Every return of 
the flag-of-truce b^t from City Point brings us too many 
living and dying witnesses to admit of a doubt of thb ter- 
rible fact I am informed that the authorities at Richmond 
admit the fact, but excuse it on the plea that they give the 
prisoners the same rations they give their own men. But 
can this be so ? Can an army keep the field, and be active^ 
and efficient, on the same fare that kills prisoners of war at 
a frightful percentage ? I think not ; no man can believe 
it : and while a practice so shocking to humanity is per- 
sisted in by the Rebel authorities, I would very respectfully 
urge that retaliatory measures be at once instituted by sub-' 
jecting tlie officers we now hold as prisoners of war to a 
similar treatment.' 

' ^And the Congressional* Committee say, in their 
able report,** continued Uncle William : — 

^*It will be observed from the testimony,- that all 
the witnesses who testify upon that point state that the 
treatment they received while confined at Columbia, 
S.CL, DaltoB, 6a., and other places, was fiur more hu- 
mane than that they received at Richmond, where the 
authorities of the so-called Confederacy were congregated, 
and where the power existed, had the inclination not been 
wanting, to reform those abuses, and secure to the pris- 
oners they held some treatment that would bear a public, 
comparison to that accorded by our authorities to the pris- 
oners in our custody. Your committee, therefoi*e, are con- 
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Strained to saj that they can hardly avoid the oondusion, 
expressed by so many of our released soldiers, that the 
inhumau practices herein referred to are the result of a 
determination on the part of the Rebel autliorities to 
reduce our soldiers in their power, by privation of food 
,and clotliing, and by exposure, to such a condition that ! 

those who may survive shall never recover so as, to be 
able to render any effective service in the field. . And 
your committee accordingly ask that this report, with the 
accompanying testimony, be printed with the report and 
testimony in relation to the massacre of Fort Pillow ; the 
one being, in their opinion, no less than the other, the re- 
sult of a predetermined policy. As regards the asser- 
tions of -some of the Rebel newspapers, that our prisoners 
have received at their hands the same treatment that their 
own soldiers in the field have received, they are evidently 
but the most glaring and unblushing falsehoods. No one 
can for a moment be deceived by such statements, who' 
will reflect that our soldiers, who, when taken prisoners, 
have been etout, healthy men, in the prime and vigor of 
life, yet have died by hundreds under the treatment they 
have received, although required to perform no duties of 
the camp or tlie march ;, while the Rebel soldiers are able 
to make long and rapid marches, and to offer a stubborn 
resistance in the field.' ** 



•'What a picture of cruelty P exclaimed Ella. " 

•*! can hear no more I ^ ; 

^That is all that I am going to say upon this \ 
subject," replied Uncle William. ** Here is enough 

to stigmatize tlie characters of the Rebel leaders I 

through all coming time.'' . ' j 



I 



836 msTOBY OF the bebellion. 

**Aiid our Government did not retaliate?'' said 
Marcus. 

**Xo: lojal men had not hearts sufficiently hard 
to tolerate such treatment of soldiers in our hands 
even as a retaliatory measure. I am glad, for one, 
that this brutal record of starvation is confined to the 
Bebel iside." 

•* So am I,** said Ella. 

** It is a dark chapter with which to dose the third 
year of the war," responded Uncle William. 

** Three years ! " replied Cliarlie. ^ Many^ thought" 
that the war would not last three months when it 
began ; and here the story of it has reached through 
three years, and tiie end is not yet." 

^ Wars are almost always longer than men antici- 
pate," answered Unde William, ^ so that this war is 
not an exception to the general rule. But we must 
•halt.*" 
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